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Abstract

This study examines the role of action and its impact on the rational
philosophical knowledge of ‘Ali Quli ibn Qurchaghai Khan and
Mulla Sadra. The primary objective of this study is to analyze the
epistemological elements of each of these philosophers and to
explore their differences and similarities in explaining the role of
action in cognitive processes. According to Mulla Sadra,
knowledge is attained progressively through three levels: sensory,
imaginal, and rational, achieved through the substantial motion of
the human soul. He emphasizes the role of action in the abstraction
of the intellect and its influence on acquiring knowledge. In
contrast, Qurchaghai Khan considers knowledge as a form of direct
and intrinsic cognition, obtained through the light of reason and
connection with the imaginal realm. This study demonstrates that
while both philosophers emphasize the gradation of knowledge,
fundamental differences exist in their explanations of the source and
process of cognition. The conclusion of this study clarifies the
similarities and differences in the influence of action on the
epistemological discussions of these two thinkers in the context of
rational epistemology and its impact on our understanding of human
intellectual and moral perfection.

Keywords: Epistemology, Mulla Sadra, Qurchaghai Khan,

Rational Knowledge, Action.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT
The concept of rational knowledge and its

acquisition has been a central issue in Islamic
philosophy, particularly in the works of Mulla
Sadra and Qurchaghai Khan. The primary aim of
this study is to explore how each of these
philosophers explains the role of action in the
process of cognition and intellectual development.
Mulla Sadra, the founder of Transcendental
Philosophy, emphasizes that knowledge is acquired
through a hierarchical structure consisting of
sensory, imaginal, and rational levels, a process
facilitated by the substantial motion of the soul. His
philosophy highlights the role of action in purifying
the soul and enabling it to ascend toward rational
knowledge. In contrast, Qurchaghai Khan,
adopting a different approach, views knowledge as
direct and intrinsic, obtained through the
illumination of reason and the connection with the
imaginal world. His epistemology is rooted in the
idea that knowledge is not acquired in a progressive
manner but rather through the presence of the
intellect and its inherent capacity for
understanding. These two perspectives reflect
fundamental differences in their ontological and
epistemological commitments, particularly
regarding the interplay between action, intellectual
perception, and spiritual refinement. While both
thinkers acknowledge the gradation of knowledge,
Mulla Sadra integrates action as a means of refining
the intellect, whereas Qurchaghai Khan maintains
that knowledge is achieved through the soul’s
intrinsic connection to truth rather than an external
process of purification (Qarchaghai Khan, 1998).
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The historical context of these philosophical
approaches provides insight into their distinct
methodologies. Mulla Sadra’s thought is heavily
influenced by the synthesis of Peripatetic,
[lluminationist, and mystical traditions, resulting in
an epistemology that requires both theoretical and
practical engagement with reality. His notion of the
substantial motion of the soul implies that
knowledge is not static but evolves as the soul
perfects itself through both intellectual endeavors
and ethical conduct. This idea is reinforced by his
theory of the unity of the intellect and the
intelligible, which asserts that knowledge is not
merely about acquiring external truths but rather
about becoming those truths through an ontological
transformation. This perspective underscores the
necessity of action in epistemology, as the
refinement of the soul through virtuous acts
contributes to its ability to grasp higher levels of
knowledge. On the other hand, Qurchaghai Khan’s
epistemological model is more aligned with a
Platonic vision, in which knowledge is an innate
reality that manifests itself when the conditions are
met. Unlike Mulla Sadra, he does not see action as
a prerequisite for knowledge acquisition but rather
as a supplementary process that may assist but is
not essential. Instead, he emphasizes the direct
illumination of the intellect by the light of truth,
suggesting that knowledge is not constructed but
revealed when the mind is properly oriented toward
it (Qarchaghai Khan, 1998).

Mulla Sadra’s emphasis on action is particularly
evident in his discussion of moral and intellectual
development. He argues that every human action
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leaves an imprint on the soul, shaping its
disposition and ultimately affecting its cognitive
capacities. Good actions refine the soul, making it
more receptive to intellectual and spiritual truths,
while bad actions create veils that obscure
knowledge. This is why he insists on the integration
of philosophical inquiry with religious practice, as
both are necessary for the elevation of the soul. His
perspective is in stark contrast to that of
Qurchaghai Khan, who argues that knowledge,
particularly rational knowledge, is not conditioned
by moral action but by the capacity of the intellect
to apprehend realities as they are. For him, moral
virtue may enhance the individual’s ability to
focus, but it does not determine the nature of
knowledge itself. Instead, he posits that the intellect
is an independent faculty capable of direct
cognition, provided it is free from distractions and
distortions. This divergence in their views on the
relationship between action and knowledge leads to
broader implications in their philosophical
systems. Mulla Sadra’s framework implies a
developmental epistemology where individuals
must actively cultivate knowledge through ethical
discipline, whereas Qurchaghai Khan maintains a
more immediate and intuitive model of cognition
(Qarchaghai Khan, 1998).

The role of action in knowledge acquisition also
extends to their perspectives on the afterlife and
ultimate human fulfillment. In Mulla Sadra’s view,
the soul’s journey toward knowledge continues
beyond this life, as the impressions formed by
actions determine its intellectual and moral
standing in the next world. This idea is linked to his
concept of the corporeal resurrection, where the
soul, having shaped itself through its actions,
manifests its true essence in the afterlife.
Knowledge, therefore, is not simply an abstract
exercise but a transformative process that has
eternal consequences. In contrast, Qurchaghai
Khan’s model suggests that knowledge is a matter
of direct intellectual apprehension that remains
unaffected by bodily actions. For him, the
connection between knowledge and the afterlife is
established through the soul’s alignment with
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eternal truths rather than through a gradual process
of intellectual and ethical cultivation. This reflects
a fundamental divergence in their metaphysical
outlooks: Mulla Sadra sees knowledge as
something that is actively built through
engagement with the world and moral refinement,
while Qurchaghai Khan regards it as a passive
realization that occurs when the soul is sufficiently
attuned to its own intellectual nature (Qarchaghai
Khan, 1998).

Another key difference in their views pertains to
the role of divine grace in epistemology. Mulla
Sadra incorporates divine illumination into his
theory of knowledge but insists that human effort
plays a crucial role in preparing the soul for
enlightenment. His philosophy maintains that
divine assistance is given in accordance with one’s
ethical and intellectual striving, reinforcing the idea
that knowledge is acquired through a process of
spiritual and cognitive maturation. In contrast,
Qurchaghai Khan’s emphasis on innate cognition
suggests that divine illumination is a direct
bestowal rather than a response to human effort.
This implies that while ethical conduct may
facilitate the reception of knowledge, it is not a
necessary condition for it. In this way, his approach
bears similarities to the Neoplatonic tradition,
where knowledge is seen as an inherent property of
the soul that emerges under the right conditions
rather than something that must be actively
developed. This distinction highlights the broader
contrast between their respective philosophical
commitments: Mulla Sadra’s dynamic and process-
oriented view of knowledge versus Qurchaghai
Khan’s more static and innate model of cognition
(Qarchaghai Khan, 1998).

In conclusion, the epistemological views of Mulla
Sadra and Qurchaghai Khan present two distinct
yet interrelated approaches to the relationship
between action and knowledge. Mulla Sadra’s
theory, grounded in the principles of substantial
motion and the unity of the intellect and the
intelligible, posits that knowledge is an evolving
reality shaped by both intellectual and moral effort.
In his view, action plays a fundamental role in
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purifying the soul, enabling it to ascend toward
higher levels of understanding. By contrast,
Qurchaghai Khan maintains that knowledge is an
immediate and intrinsic reality that is not
necessarily dependent on action. Instead, he argues
that knowledge is accessed through the intellect’s
natural illumination, suggesting that it is an
inherent quality rather than an acquired state. These
differences underscore the broader philosophical
divide between their approaches: one that sees
knowledge as an active and developmental process
and another that regards it as a passive and innate
realization. Despite these contrasts, both thinkers
contribute significantly to the discourse on
epistemology, providing complementary
perspectives on the nature of cognition, the role of
action, and the ultimate purpose of human
intellectual endeavor.
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