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Abstract

The main issue of this article is to investigate the role of Imam Sajjad (A.S.)
in the transformation of Islamic and jurisprudential sciences during the
Umayyad era. The research method is descriptive with a qualitative
approach, and data collection was carried out using library sources. The
research tools were first-hand documents and notetaking, and the data was
analyzed through content analysis. Among the Arabs of the pre-Islamic era,
sciences were not prevalent. With the advent of Islam, Quranic sciences
were the first to emerge. As Islam expanded, the Prophet (PBUH)
commissioned the Companions to disseminate Islamic beliefs, issue fatwas
and judgments, and interpret the Qur'an and jurisprudential rulings among
the people. During the era of the Rightly Guided Caliphs, religious sciences
such as Qur'anic recitation, jurisprudence, and exegesis continued in the
style of the Prophet. In the Umayyad period, people turned to jurists and
religious scholars for learning sciences and interpreting rulings. However,
during the era of Imam Sajjad (A.S.), due to the importance of
jurisprudential issues, scientific and jurisprudential movements evolved into
two streams: one separate from the political authority and one aligned with
it. The hypothesis of the article is that after the tragedy of Karbala, Imam
Sajjad (A.S.), as the heir and holder of the Prophet’s position, by shifting
from a political to a scientific, jurisprudential-religious approach, connected
his own jurisprudential and scholarly interpretation to the knowledge of the
Prophet. As a jurist, he engaged in interpreting the Qur'an, elucidating the
conduct and hadiths of the Prophet and the Imams, issuing judgments and
fatwas in Islamic rulings. By training students and expressing
jurisprudential rulings and his own thought in Sahifa Sajjadiyya and Risalat
al-Huquq, he laid the groundwork for the continuation of the jurisprudential
and scholarly approach for the Imams after him, namely Imam Bagir (A.S.)
and Imam Sadiq (A.S.).

Keywords: Islamic sciences, jurisprudential sciences, Islamic
world, era of Imam Sajjad (A.S.)
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT
The pre-Islamic era of the Arabian Peninsula was

characterized by a general lack of formal
knowledge and institutionalized learning, where
educational  traditions were confined to
rudimentary understandings of medicine and
astronomy, acquired orally from neighboring
civilizations. The absence of written transmission
further hindered the growth of scientific thought.
However, the advent of Islam radically transformed
this landscape. The revelation of the Qur'an
catalyzed a shift towards the institutionalization of
knowledge, beginning with the Prophet
Muhammad's direct instruction to his companions.
He appointed individuals such as Ali ibn Abi Talib
and Mus’ab ibn Umayr to disseminate Islamic
teachings and legal rulings among the growing
Muslim community. These early efforts laid the
foundation for Quranic sciences and jurisprudence,
which gradually developed into structured fields of
Islamic knowledge. With the compilation of the
Qur’an and collection of hadiths following the
Prophet’s passing, a new phase of intellectual and
legal engagement emerged, driven by the necessity
to deduce rulings for evolving societal contexts.
This period saw a consolidation of jurisprudential
practices rooted in the Prophet’s traditions,
eventually forming the basis of what would be
classified as Islamic sciences. During the era of the
Rightly Guided Caliphs, the continuation of the
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Prophet’s educational style persisted, with leading
companions assuming roles as legal scholars and
religious teachers. Figures such as Zayd ibn Thabit
and Ibn Mas'ud contributed significantly to this
intellectual heritage, solidifying the position of
jurisprudence and Qur’anic interpretation at the
heart of early Islamic education (Ibn Sa'd, 1995).

As the Islamic empire expanded under the
Umayyad Caliphate, the religious and intellectual
landscape underwent significant changes. The
deaths of many companions and the political
complexities of the Umayyad regime led to a
bifurcation in the religious sciences: one branch
aligned with the ruling power and another that
operated independently, often in opposition to
political authority. It is within this context that
Imam Sajjad (A.S.), the son of Imam Husayn
(A.S.), emerged as a transformative figure.
Following the tragedy of Karbala, Imam Sajjad
(A.S.) strategically shifted the Shi’a movement’s
emphasis  from political confrontation to
intellectual and jurisprudential development. He
took upon himself the responsibility of guiding the
Shi’a community, not through political rebellion
but through the cultivation of religious thought and
legal interpretation. Through works such as the
Sahifa Sajjadiyya and Risalat al-Huqug, he
embedded profound ethical, social, and legal
principles that extended the Prophet’s knowledge
and created a framework for Shi’a jurisprudence.
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These contributions, grounded in Quranic
interpretation and the traditions of the Prophet and
Imams, provided a solid base for the jurisprudential
legacy that would be expanded by his successors,
notably Imam Bagir (A.S.) and Imam Sadiq (A.S.)
(Torabi, 1994).

The Umayyad era marked both an intellectual
flourishing and a political fragmentation within the
Muslim community. With the centralization of
power under a hereditary caliphate, dissenting
voices, especially from the Shi’a community, were
often marginalized. Despite this, jurisprudential
activities thrived, with centers of learning emerging
in major cities such as Medina and Kufa. Imam
Sajjad (A.S.), choosing not to engage directly in
political opposition, instead focused on educating a
generation of scholars grounded in Islamic ethics
and law. His weekly public sermons at the
Prophet’s Mosque, scholarly discussions with
leading jurists of the time, and mentorship of
disciples such as Sa’id ibn Jubayr and Abu Hamza
Thumali reflect his strategic orientation toward
scholarly resistance. Imam Sajjad’s efforts to
safeguard the integrity of Islamic sciences included
open challenges to scholars complicit with the
Umayyad administration and initiatives to clarify
the authentic teachings of Islam through rigorous
hermeneutics and oral transmission. His influence
extended into both Sunni and Shi’a circles, as
numerous contemporaneous scholars—such as Ibn
Shihab al-Zuhri and Sa’id ibn al-Musayyib—
acknowledged his depth of knowledge, even as
they maintained political affiliations with the
Umayyads (Ibn al-Jawzi, 1996).

Imam Sajjad (A.S.) was not merely a transmitter of
knowledge but also a developer of a unique
intellectual approach that combined asceticism,
spirituality, and rigorous jurisprudential inquiry.
The Sahifa Sajjadiyya, often termed the "Psalms of
Islam,” exemplifies his method of embedding
ethical and theological teachings within the genre
of supplication. The Risalat al-Huqug, meanwhile,
is considered one of the earliest comprehensive
treatises on human rights and legal obligations in
the Islamic tradition, addressing relations between

YA

individuals and society, family, and even the self.
Imam Sajjad’s emphasis on the moral foundations
of jurisprudence distinguished his approach from
the more procedural orientations of many of his
contemporaries. In a period marked by doctrinal
fragmentation and sectarian strife, Imam Sajjad
(A.S.) cultivated a scholarly path rooted in
compassion, patience, and intellectual resilience.
He viewed jurisprudence not simply as a legal
discipline but as a holistic means to attain
proximity to God. His pedagogy encouraged deep
reflection, ethical responsibility, and critical
engagement with textual sources, thus ensuring the
continuity of Islamic legal and spiritual sciences
amidst political suppression (Kulayni, 2027).
Another significant dimension of Imam Sajjad’s
(A.S.) influence lies in his role as a bridge between
the early companions of the Prophet and the
generation of scholars who would institutionalize
Shi’a thought in the following century. By directly
mentoring future Imams and providing structured
religious education, Imam Sajjad (A.S.) established
an intellectual lineage that emphasized fidelity to
the Qur'an, precision in hadith transmission, and
moral rigor in legal judgment. His teachings
formed the core of the scholarly curricula in
Medina, attracting students from across the Islamic
world. This educational movement became the
bedrock upon which Imam Bagir (A.S.) and Imam
Sadig (A.S.) built their respective jurisprudential
schools. Imam Sajjad’s insistence on integrating
legal reasoning with spiritual insight influenced the
broader discourse of Islamic ethics and contributed
to the elevation of jurisprudence as a sacred
science. Even Sunni sources acknowledge his
contributions to hadith and figh, with scholars such
as Ibn Hajar al-Asgalani recognizing his
intellectual stature. In this way, Imam Sajjad (A.S.)
not only preserved the religious sciences during a
time of upheaval but also laid the intellectual
foundations for their expansion and formalization
in later periods (Ibn Shahr Ashub, 2023).

In conclusion, the legacy of Imam Sajjad (A.S.)
represents a turning point in the history of Islamic
and jurisprudential sciences. Amidst political
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repression and doctrinal fragmentation, he adopted
a strategy that prioritized knowledge preservation,
ethical formation, and institutional continuity. By
disengaging from direct political conflict and
dedicating himself to scholarly and spiritual
leadership, he succeeded in safeguarding the
essential teachings of Islam and equipping future
generations with the tools to interpret, apply, and
expand upon them. His intellectual legacy
continues to shape both Shi’a and broader Islamic
legal traditions, with his writings and teachings
serving as enduring reference points for scholars
and practitioners alike. The success of his approach
lies not only in the depth of his knowledge but in
the breadth of his vision—a vision that viewed
education, piety, and jurisprudence as intertwined
paths toward divine proximity and communal
upliftment.
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