Volume 2, Issue 3, Year 2024

VPt Il cpow 0 sl ¢pgd 0498

Islamic Knowledge and Insight

Comparative Analysis of Governance Ethics in
the Alawite Tradition and the
Soleimani School

1. Esmat Golestani: PhD Student, Department of Islamic History and
Civilization, Baft Branch, Islamic Azad University, Baft, Iran

2. Ali Rahimi Sadegh*: Assistant Professor, Department of History, Baft
Branch, Islamic Azad University, Baft, Iran. (Email:
ali_rahimisadegh@yahoo.com)

3. Ebrahim Khorasani parizi: Assistant Professor, Department of History
and Civilization of Islamic Nations, Baft Branch, Islamic Azad University,
Baft, Iran

o Nl O gucs g S y2o

i 9 (S9ks © gy 33 I > S (Al (w2
ok Sngls

e sl T Bl (8l oty ¢ Bl O s 5 03 006 57> (6 iy 1 Sl Cme )
Ol ey

(ot 313T o813 (Zdbudonls ¢ Dl o a5 5 5055 5lsbinl " Balo gum s o ¥
@li_rahimisadegh@yah00.com :¢sG 5 531 ) .01 edl,

S13T o8zl (2l oy Sl Jho ka3 5 g3 05,5 sl 552y Sl 5 oal ol ¥

R AW

Abstract

This article, aiming to conduct a comparative analysis of governance principles
in the Alawite tradition and the Soleimani School, seeks to attain a deeper
understanding of these two managerial models and demonstrate how these
principles can be applied to effective governance and societal management. By
analyzing and comparing the principles and practices of Imam Ali (AS) and
Martyr Soleimani, it becomes evident that both emphasized justice, transparency,
ethics and spirituality, and public participation in their pursuit of establishing a
just and sustainable society. Furthermore, this study examines the strengths and
weaknesses of both models in managing social and security issues and proposes
practical strategies for utilizing these principles in contemporary governance.
Governance, its various models, and the multiple debates surrounding it remain
a highly discussed topic in the realm of governance in the present era. Since 1980,
with the introduction of the concept of good governance by the World Bank,
numerous efforts and diverse narratives regarding governance and its models
have emerged. The proliferation of different governance models in recent years
reflects the complexity and dynamic nature of this field. Alongside discussions
on governance models, the subject of governance ethics has also gained
prominence, and it can be argued that governance ethics constitutes the guiding
spirit of governance models and the distinguishing factor between them.
Following the martyrdom of Martyr Soleimani, the most significant statement
and description of him was undoubtedly provided by the Supreme Leader (May
his shadow endure), who referred to him as embodying a "school of thought."
Given this description, it is imperative for scholars to elucidate the various
dimensions of this school, one of which is the governance ethics of Martyr
Soleimani. This article endeavors to identify and codify the components of
governance ethics in the Soleimani School. Through a review of various articles,
research studies, and the foundational principles of Islamic thought, the study
provides a general exposition of governance ethics theories in the Alawite
tradition. Subsequently, using thematic analysis, the components of governance
ethics in the Alawite tradition and the Soleimani School are extracted and
presented based on Martyr Soleimani’s speeches, interviews, will, and other
credible sources.

Keywords: modesty, hijab, epistemological model, Sahifa Sajjadiya, chaste
living.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT
The issue of governance ethics has been a

fundamental  subject in political thought,
particularly within Islamic traditions, where ethical
principles are integral to leadership and public
administration. The present study aims to conduct
a comparative analysis of governance ethics as
reflected in the Alawite tradition and the Soleimani
School, highlighting their shared principles and
distinct applications. Imam Ali (AS), as a central
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figure in Islamic governance, established an ethical
framework based on justice, transparency,
humility, and social responsibility, as reflected in
his sermons and letters in Nahj al-Balagha (Zarei,
2004). His governance model emphasized the
equitable distribution of resources, ensuring that
rulers remain accountable to their subjects and that
ethical leadership be prioritized over political

expediency (Mohammadi, 2017). Similarly,
Martyr Qasem Soleimani, as a contemporary figure
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in governance ethics, adhered to a principled
approach to leadership, combining military
strategy with moral responsibility. His governance
ethics were deeply rooted in Islamic values,
particularly ~ concerning  resistance  against
oppression and advocacy for social justice (Naderi,
2011). By juxtaposing these two governance
models, this study elucidates how the ethical
principles of the Alawite tradition have continued
to shape contemporary governance through figures
such as Soleimani. Utilizing a thematic analysis
approach, the research extracts key components of
governance ethics from both traditions, relying on
Soleimani’s speeches, interviews, and last will as
primary sources (Shafiei Seif Abadi & Abedi
Ardakani, 2021). This comparison reveals that
while the Alawite tradition was centered on justice,
fairness, and direct governance, the Soleimani
School extended these principles into modern
resistance and strategic leadership.

Governance ethics in the Alawite tradition revolve
around the concept of justice as the bedrock of
governance. Imam Ali (AS) was renowned for his
insistence on ensuring that leaders uphold justice,
treat their subjects with fairness, and resist
corruption at all levels of administration (Midari &
Kheirkhah, 2004). His governance model was
distinguished by its unwavering commitment to
transparency, as evident in his numerous letters to
his governors, in which he cautioned them against
nepotism, misuse of public funds, and favoritism in
political appointments (Mousavi et al., 2018).
Imam Ali (AS) insisted that rulers remain humble,
accessible to the public, and ready to accept
criticism (Irfani Far, 2020). He frequently
reminded his administrators that governance was a
responsibility rather than a privilege, emphasizing
that leaders should serve rather than exploit the
people. Moreover, the Alawite tradition
underscored participatory governance, where
leaders actively sought counsel from their subjects
before making critical decisions (Mohaghegh et
al., 2009). Imam Ali (AS) considered governance
a moral obligation intertwined with spirituality,
where personal piety directly impacted public
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service. This ethical model fostered a society where
justice was paramount, and leadership was a duty
rather than a means of acquiring power.

The Soleimani School represents a contemporary
manifestation of these ethical principles, adapted to
the modern context of military strategy,
international relations, and resistance movements.
Soleimani’s leadership was distinguished by his
commitment to defending the oppressed,
irrespective of national or sectarian affiliations
(Nikoonasbati, 2012). He viewed governance
ethics as an extension of religious duty, positioning
himself as a servant rather than a commander. His
leadership was characterized by self-sacrifice, as he
prioritized the well-being of his forces and the
protection of civilians over personal gains (Kair,
2007). Soleimani’s ethics of governance involved
empowering local populations, strengthening
resistance movements, and ensuring that
governance structures remained accountable to the
people they served. His approach to governance,
while rooted in traditional Islamic principles, was
highly pragmatic; he emphasized adaptability,
strategic foresight, and grassroots participation in
decision-making (Kardanpour et al., 2018).
Soleimani’s leadership model was also deeply
interpersonal; he built relationships with local
leaders and resistance groups to ensure that
governance structures remained inclusive and
participatory (Vaezi, 2019). His ability to combine
military command with ethical leadership
underscores the relevance of governance ethics
beyond the administrative domain, extending it into
the realm of security and national defense.

A comparative analysis of governance ethics in the
Alawite tradition and the Soleimani School reveals
both parallels and divergences. While both models
prioritize justice, ethical leadership, and social
responsibility, their applications differ due to
historical and geopolitical contexts. The Alawite
tradition, as exemplified by Imam Ali (AS), was
primarily concerned with governance at the state
level, where the focus was on legal justice,
administrative fairness, and economic equity (Salar
Zehi & Ebrahimpour, 2012). Soleimani, on the
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other hand, operated within the contemporary
landscape of asymmetrical warfare and geopolitical
struggle, where governance ethics had to be applied
within conflict zones and through non-state actors.
While Imam Ali (AS) emphasized internal state
governance, Soleimani’s model of governance
ethics was transnational, addressing issues of
sovereignty, resistance, and counterterrorism. The
ethical foundations, however, remained consistent
across both figures; governance, in both models,
was inseparable from moral responsibility and
social justice (Labaaf & Deloui, 2005). This study
argues that by examining these two models,
policymakers and governance scholars can derive
principles that can be applied to contemporary
leadership, particularly in societies grappling with
ethical dilemmas in governance.

The findings of this study indicate that governance
ethics in the Alawite tradition and the Soleimani
School share foundational principles that transcend
time and geography. Both models advocate for
justice-driven leadership, the prioritization of
ethical integrity over political expediency, and the
importance of leaders remaining accountable to
their people. While Imam Ali (AS) emphasized
judicial  fairness, bureaucratic ethics, and
administrative transparency, Soleimani extended
these principles to military leadership, international
diplomacy, and counterinsurgency strategies. The
relevance of these governance ethics in
contemporary times is particularly significant in
regions affected by political instability and
governance failures, where ethical leadership
remains a crucial determinant of state legitimacy
and social cohesion. Moreover, this study
underscores the necessity of integrating ethical
principles into governance frameworks to ensure
sustainable and just leadership models.

In conclusion, this research highlights the enduring
relevance of governance ethics as articulated in the
Alawite tradition and the Soleimani School. While
differing in their operational contexts, both models
underscore the necessity of justice, ethical
governance, and moral responsibility in leadership.
By studying these  governance  ethics,
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contemporary leaders can draw valuable insights
into maintaining ethical integrity while addressing
the complex realities of modern governance. The
Alawite tradition offers a legalistic and
administrative framework for ethical leadership,
while the Soleimani School adapts these principles
to contemporary geopolitical struggles, showcasing
the application of governance ethics in modern
resistance movements. These governance models
serve as a testament to the timeless nature of ethical
leadership and its profound impact on societal
stability and justice.
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