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Abstract

Some believe that the concept of khatamiyyah (finality of
prophethood) is an extra-religious issue and cannot be substantiated
by religious texts. However, this claim is incompatible with belief
in the prophethood and the truthfulness of the Prophet of Islam.
Moreover, the arguments proposed by others to rationalize finality
are inadequate and, in some cases, counterproductive. For instance,
the immunity of the Qur'an from textual distortion, while semantic
distortion remains possible, does not lead to a conclusive result. The
claim that humanity’s intellectual maturity after the Prophet’s
demise enables the derivation of specific rulings from general
principles, and the compatibility of this notion with the Sunni
perspective on the sufficiency of the Companions' ijtihad and the
lack of necessity for appointing an Imam, stands in contradiction
with the Shi‘ite belief in the necessity of divinely appointed Imams.
Furthermore, the reduction of revelation to mere instinct, and its
association with humanity’s intellectual infancy—thereby
suggesting its ineffectiveness during the era of intellectual maturity
and the dominance of empirical sciences—leads not only to the
finality of revelation but also to the finality of religion itself. This
study, using a descriptive-analytical method, addresses the
questions: Can religious texts substantiate the concept of
khatamiyyah? And are the premises of some thinkers regarding the
rationalization of finality effective? To this end, it examines the
existing theories and concludes that the best argument for finality,
for those who believe in the prophethood of the Prophet, the Qur'an,
and the words of the Infallibles, is the comprehensiveness of
Islam—and this same comprehensiveness also serves as the best
argument for adherents of other religions.

Keywords: Finality, religious experience, extra-religious and
intra-religious, instinct.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT
The concept of "finality" in the Islamic tradition,

particularly regarding the finality of prophethood,
represents one of the most profound theological
principles that governs Islamic doctrinal
foundations. This article embarks on a critical
reading of the rational explanation of finality by
dissecting the positions of various Islamic scholars
and contemporary thinkers. The debate is framed
within the duality of intra-religious versus extra-
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religious perspectives. On the one hand, proponents
of intra-religious perspectives argue for the
sufficiency of religious texts—namely the Qur'an,
Hadith, and the sayings of the Infallibles—in
substantiating the finality of prophethood. On the
other hand, extra-religious advocates assert that
such finality cannot be confirmed solely through
religious texts and must instead be rationalized

through intellectual constructs external to
traditional revelation. Among these voices, the
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work of Soroush stands prominent. He postulates
that the truth claims made by the Prophet, including
his finality, cannot be affirmed through his own
statements and should rather be evaluated through
external rational criteria (Soroush, 2013). This
stance invites a critical tension with classical
Islamic theology, which considers the prophetic
claim, validated through miracles and subsequent
textual authority, as sufficient for affirming all
derived doctrinal elements, including finality. The
article also critiques the underlying assumption in
Soroush’s epistemology that treats revelation as a
form of religious experience rather than a divinely
initiated communication, thereby opening the door
for continuous experiential revelation and
challenging the idea of finality itself.

The study further evaluates the implications of
considering finality a product of rational evolution
rather than a revealed doctrine. The work of Allama
Igbal serves as a cornerstone in this analysis.
Igbal’s intellectual project is anchored in a
dialectical progression of human consciousness,
where revelation operates as a necessary guide
during the 'childhood' of humanity, but is rendered
unnecessary upon the advent of empirical
rationality and intellectual maturity (Lahori, 2011).
According to Igbal, the development of critical and
empirical reasoning obviates the need for
continuous prophetic guidance, and thus justifies
the finality of prophethood. This view aligns with a
historical-materialist ~ reading  of  religious
epistemology, where societal advancement in
science and rationality diminishes reliance on
metaphysical claims. However, this approach,
while innovative, also risks reducing revelation to
a form of instinctive cognition, akin to biological
reflexes, thereby undercutting the transcendent
nature of divine communication. Such a
formulation not only finalizes revelation but also
inadvertently finalizes religion, a paradox the
article diligently explores. The authors challenge
Igbal’s notion by emphasizing that equating
revelation with instinct disregards the ontological
distinction between divine speech and human
cognition, and that intellectual advancement does

YoF

not preclude the need for immutable divine
guidance, particularly in a morally fluid and
ethically volatile world.

An in-depth theological critique is offered against
the backdrop of traditional Shia doctrine, which
holds that finality does not mean the cessation of
divine guidance, but rather the transition from
prophethood to Imamate. In this tradition, Imams
are considered divinely appointed interpreters of
the final revelation and play an essential role in
safeguarding and elucidating the Qur’anic
message. Rationalist readings that imply the
sufficiency of post-prophetic ijtihad
(jurisprudential reasoning) fail to account for the
unique epistemological role assigned to the Imams.
For instance, scholars like Martyr Motahhari
attempted to rationalize finality by asserting that
humanity had reached a stage of intellectual
maturity that allows for the derivation of specific
rulings from general principles, thus making
further  prophetic  guidance  unnecessary
(Motahhari, 2005). However, this article critically
evaluates these claims by highlighting historical
instances where post-prophetic communities not
only failed to preserve the prophetic ethos but
actively deviated from it, resulting in sectarian
divisions, political manipulation of religious
symbols, and moral degradation. Furthermore, the
article shows that the Shi‘ite understanding of the
necessity of divinely appointed Imams is
fundamentally at odds with Sunni reliance on the
ijtihad of the Prophet’s companions and therefore
incompatible with rationalist assumptions that deny
the need for continuous divine guidance.
Additionally, the article challenges the rationalist
assertion that the Qur’an’s immunity from textual
distortion is a sufficient condition for finality.
While it is true that the Qur’an has remained
textually unaltered, the reality of semantic
distortion—intentional or otherwise—
demonstrates that textual preservation alone is not
adequate for ensuring doctrinal integrity. For
example, the various sects within Islam, all
claiming fidelity to the Qur’an, have offered
conflicting interpretations that have, at times,
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justified violence and extremism (Khu'i, 2009).
This fragmentation underscores the need for
divinely guided interpreters, without whom the risk
of doctrinal deviation persists. The article argues
that attributing the Qur’an’s preservation solely to
human intellectual maturity, rather than divine will,
undermines the miraculous and unique status of the
Qur’an as the living miracle of Islam. The claim
that humans, by virtue of their rational
development, are now capable of self-sufficient
moral and spiritual governance is critically
examined. The authors assert that the multiplicity
of interpretations, as well as the historical misuse
of scripture for political ends, indicate a continuing
and indispensable need for authoritative exegesis
rooted in divinely bestowed knowledge.

The discussion then turns to the metaphysical
dimension of revelation and its distinction from
other forms of epistemic access, such as mystical
experience or rational inference. It critiques the
conflation of mystical experience with prophetic
revelation by pointing out that while both involve
supra-rational perception, revelation is safeguarded
by divine providence against error and
misinterpretation (Javadi Amoli, 2008). Mystical
experiences, on the other hand, are subjective and
prone to distortion due to psychological and
environmental influences. Thus, even if such
experiences contribute to spiritual growth, they
cannot serve as substitutes for revelation in matters
of doctrine and law. The Qur'an and Hadith offer
clear indications that only purified individuals—
those endowed with divine protection—can access
the inner dimensions of revelation, a view that
underscores the necessity of prophetic finality
within a safeguarded framework rather than
through an open-ended continuum of subjective
spiritual experiences. The article, therefore, situates
finality not merely as a cessation of prophethood,
but as the culmination of a divinely orchestrated
system of guidance wherein the interpretive
authority passes to the Imams, maintaining the
integrity of divine communication in an evolving
world.

In conclusion, the article argues that for believers
in Islam, the concept of finality is best grounded not
in speculative rationalization but in the internal
coherence and comprehensiveness of the Islamic
doctrinal system. While rational explanations may
serve as supplementary tools for interfaith dialogue
or academic engagement, they cannot replace the
foundational certitude derived from divine texts
and prophetic utterances. Attempts to rationalize
finality  through  modern  epistemological
frameworks often lead to unintended theological
consequences, such as the marginalization of
divine authority or the inadvertent justification of
secularism. The most compelling argument for
finality lies in the comprehensiveness and timeless
relevance of Islam itself, as reflected in its
scripture, prophetic tradition, and the continued
interpretive role of the Imams. As such, rather than
seeking external validation, the doctrine of finality
should be reaffirmed through an integrated
approach that honors both textual fidelity and the
spiritual legacy of divine guidance.
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