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Abstract

The issue of existence and creation has long been one of the most
fundamental philosophical debates, and in Islamic philosophy, due to its
connection with religious teachings, it has attained unprecedented depth and
breadth. Al-Sahifa al-Sajjadiyya, as one of the most valuable intellectual and
spiritual sources in Shi‘ism, explores the subject of creation and the degrees
of existence, presenting concepts related to this issue within a framework
rich in meaning. This study, employing a descriptive-analytical method,
seeks to analyze philosophical concepts such as san, ibda‘, takwin, ihdath,
insha’, ikhtira‘, khalg, ja'l, and fitr, and to elucidate the perspective of Al-
Sahifa al-Sajjadiyya regarding the degrees of creation and existence. The
findings of this research indicate that Imam al-Sajjad (peace be upon him),
in Al-Sahifa al-Sajjadiyya, employs various terms to depict diverse and
profound meanings of creation. These key terms, such as takwin, fitr, and
ikhtira“, signify divine agency and the manner of creation, while concepts
like jal and fitr imply continuous divine guidance and wisdom in the
process of creation. Furthermore, notions such as san*, ibda‘, and insha’
emphasize the uniqueness and unparalleled nature of creation, linking
ontological degrees to Islamic philosophy. This analysis reveals that Al-
Sahifa al-Sajjadiyya not only contains profound philosophical teachings on
creation but also implicitly refutes materialist views on the instantaneous
creation of the world, emphasizing continuity and purposiveness in the
system of creation.

Keywords: Al-Sahifa al-Sajjadiyya, ontology, san‘ and ibda‘, takwin and
ihdath, khalq, insha’
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT
The nature of existence and the process of creation

have remained central themes in Islamic
philosophical discourse, reflecting both theological
inquiry and metaphysical exploration. In this
context, Al-Sahifa al-Sajjadiyya stands as a
significant source that offers profound insights into
the gradations of creation. This study investigates
the philosophical terminology employed within Al-
Sahifa al-Sajjadiyya, analyzing the conceptual
framework behind san‘, ibda‘, takwin, ihdath,
insha’, ikhtira‘, khalqg, ja‘l, and fitr. These terms
encapsulate distinct perspectives on divine agency
and the metaphysical hierarchy of existence,
shedding light on the intricate theological
constructs embedded in Islamic philosophy. Imam
al-Sajjad (peace be upon him) presents a nuanced
understanding of divine creation, where terms like
takwin and fitr signify both the origination and
continuous sustenance of existence. Meanwhile,
san‘ and ibda‘ emphasize the unparalleled and
inventive nature of divine action, reinforcing a
philosophical standpoint that counters materialistic
interpretations of instantaneous creation. The
linguistic diversity in describing creation within
Al-Sahifa  al-Sajjadiyya  underscores  the
multidimensional aspect of divine agency and the
ontological structure of reality (Raghib Isfahani,
2023).

The study adopts a descriptive-analytical method to
explore the philosophical depth of these
terminologies within Islamic theology and their
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broader implications for metaphysics. In classical
Islamic thought, san‘ denotes an act of creation
with precision and skill, often implying intentional
design. The concept of ibda‘, however, signifies a
unique form of creation ex nihilo, unaided by pre-
existing matter or temporal precedence (Avicenna,
2004). Philosophers such as Avicenna and
Suhrawardi have elaborated on these notions,
emphasizing their distinct philosophical roles in
describing divine action. Imam al-Sajjad (peace be
upon him), within Al-Sahifa al-Sajjadiyya,
employs these terms to highlight the multifaceted
nature of divine creation. His discourse reveals a
clear distinction between creation as an act of pure
origination (ibda‘) and creation as an act of
meticulous design (san‘). This differentiation
provides a robust theological response to
deterministic and mechanistic views of existence,
asserting that creation is neither a singular event
nor a random occurrence, but rather a continuous,
purposeful, and divinely guided process
(Avicenna, 1984).

Within the discourse on takwin and ihdath, the
study finds that these terms hold significant
philosophical weight in differentiating between the
instantaneous and the temporal aspects of creation.
Takwin refers to the formation of beings within the
material cosmos, marking a transitional phase from
potentiality to actuality. It signifies divine
intervention in a manner that aligns with the natural
laws of existence, without negating the continuous
dependence of creation on the divine source. On the
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other hand, ihdath implies a temporal process,
denoting an event within the unfolding reality of
the cosmos rather than an initial, singular act of
creation (Tabatabai, 2014). Imam al-Sajjad (peace
be wupon him), in Al-Sahifa al-Sajjadiyya,
underscores these distinctions, demonstrating that
divine creation is not confined to a moment in the
past but is an ongoing, unfolding reality. This
theological stance presents a challenge to classical
Aristotelian notions of an unmoved mover that
initiates creation but does not actively sustain it.
Instead, the Imam’s use of these terms suggests a
dynamic interaction between the Creator and the
created world, where divine sustenance is integral
to the continued existence of all things (Sadr al-
Din Shirazi, 1967).

Further examination of insha’ and ikhtira‘ reveals
their theological and ontological implications.
Insha’ is associated with divine command,
reflecting a process in which creation occurs
through the divine will rather than through material
causation. This term suggests that existence is not
merely an assemblage of physical components but
is a manifestation of divine intentionality. Ikhtira“,
conversely, denotes an act of innovation that
produces something fundamentally new, beyond
mere transformation or modification of pre-
existing materials. The study finds that Imam al-
Sajjad (peace be upon him) employs these terms
within Al-Sahifa al-Sajjadiyya to emphasize that
divine creation transcends the limitations of
material constraints, asserting a theological
framework in which God’s creative power operates
beyond physical determinism. This
conceptualization  aligns  with  theological
discourses found in the works of Mulla Sadra, who
argued that existence itself is a dynamic and
constantly renewing reality, sustained by divine
will (Sadr al-Din Shirazi, 1981).

An essential aspect of the study is the examination
of khalq and ja‘l, which encapsulate the dual
dimensions of divine creativity—bringing things
into being and assigning them specific attributes.
Khalg represents the act of creation, often
understood as bringing an entity into existence
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from non-existence. Ja‘l, however, extends this
notion by signifying the divine act of assigning
roles, purposes, and characteristics to created
entities. Imam al-Sajjad (peace be upon him),
through his supplications in Al-Sahifa al-
Sajjadiyya, conveys a profound message: creation
is not merely an act of origination but also an act of
guidance and determination. This theological
insight reinforces the argument that divine creation
is not arbitrary but follows a predetermined
wisdom, ensuring that every entity has a designated
function within the cosmic order (Madani, 2018).
This perspective provides a counterargument to the
mechanistic view of creation, which often
perceives existence as a mere consequence of
natural laws devoid of intrinsic purpose.

In conclusion, the study demonstrates that Al-
Sahifa al-Sajjadiyya presents a highly sophisticated
and nuanced account of divine creation, deeply
embedded within Islamic philosophical and
theological traditions. By analyzing the key
terminologies used by Imam al-Sajjad (peace be
upon him), this research underscores the depth of
Islamic metaphysical thought, particularly in its
emphasis on the continuous, purposeful, and
multifaceted nature of divine creation. The
differentiation between san‘ and ibda‘, takwin and
ihdath, insha’ and ikhtira‘, and khalq and ja‘l
highlights the complex layers of meaning that
underpin Islamic discussions on existence. This
study also reveals that Islamic theology, as
articulated in Al-Sahifa al-Sajjadiyya, offers a
dynamic and interactive model of creation, which
challenges  deterministic  and  reductionist
interpretations of existence. The findings
contribute to the broader discourse on Islamic
ontology by demonstrating that the creation
narrative in Al-Sahifa al-Sajjadiyya aligns with
philosophical traditions that advocate for a
continuous and purposeful process of existence,
rather than a singular, static event. This research,
therefore, not only enhances the understanding of
Islamic metaphysics but also provides valuable
insights for contemporary theological and
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philosophical engagements with the nature of
existence.
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