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Abstract

Security in the economic dimension is considered one of the most significant
indicators of a country's development. On the other hand, economic power
is regarded as one of the components of national power. The economy must
not only be secure but also contribute to security itself. This study aims to
identify the dimensions and components of a security-building economy
from the perspective of the Supreme Leader, who is recognized as the
architect of the security framework of the Islamic Republic of Iran. Using
the grounded theory method, the textual content of the Supreme Leader’s
statements was analyzed and examined. Based on the grounded theory
approach, the dimensions and components of a security-building economy
from the Supreme Leader’s perspective were identified. Ultimately, 147
open codes, 41 concepts, and 8 main categories were derived, including “the
objective of a security-building economy," “conditions for establishing a
security-building economy," “prerequisites for a security-building
economy," "definition of a security-building economy," "indicators of a
security-building economy," "outcomes of a security-building economy,"
"impacts of a security-building economy," and finally, “the position of a
security-building economy." In conclusion, a conceptual model of the
security-building economy was established around the central category of
defining a security-building economy.

Keywords: economic power, security-building economy, dimensions and
components of security-building, meta-analysis, Supreme Leader’s
statements, grounded theory
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT
The concept of a security-building economy plays

a critical role in shaping national security and
economic resilience. Economic security s
considered one of the fundamental pillars of a
nation's power and stability, influencing social
cohesion, political stability, and overall national
strength (Ahmaadzadeh Shahroudi et al., 2022).
The present study examines the dimensions and
components of a security-building economy based
on the perspectives of the Supreme Leader, whose
strategic vision has significantly contributed to the
conceptualization of economic security in the
Islamic Republic of Iran. Employing the grounded
theory methodology, the research explores the
textual content of the Supreme Leader’s statements
to extract key themes and patterns regarding
economic security. Through a comprehensive
qualitative analysis, the study identifies a
structured  framework  encompassing  the
fundamental elements necessary for fostering an
economy that not only ensures financial stability
but also contributes to national security (Veicy &
Mehmandoost, 2015). The research findings
highlight that a security-building economy
encompasses objectives such as enhancing national
sovereignty, reducing dependency on foreign
entities, and achieving sustainable economic
growth. Additionally, the study underscores the
necessity of strategic economic planning and policy
formulation to mitigate external economic threats
while simultaneously fostering internal economic
resilience. The identified dimensions of a security-
building economy provide a roadmap for
policymakers to implement effective measures
aimed at strengthening economic stability while
maintaining security and independence at the
national level.

One of the key findings of this study is the
delineation of the prerequisites required for
establishing a  security-building  economy.
According to the Supreme Leader’s discourse, the
essential preconditions include an emphasis on
domestic production, reliance on indigenous
knowledge, and the promotion of economic self-

AR

sufficiency (Firouzi et al., 2022). The study
suggests that economic independence is crucial in
reducing external vulnerabilities and ensuring
long-term sustainability. The research also
highlights the necessity of formulating policies that
facilitate investment in key sectors such as
technology, industry, and agriculture. These
policies must be coupled with legal and
institutional frameworks that prevent economic
manipulation by foreign powers and ensure the
equitable distribution of resources (Khaleghi et al.,
2021). The findings further indicate that a security-
building economy cannot be achieved in isolation;
rather, it requires the collective effort of
governmental institutions, private enterprises, and
civil society. The research demonstrates that
economic security is deeply interwoven with
political stability and social cohesion, emphasizing
that economic policies must be designed with a
holistic approach that considers their socio-
political implications. By integrating economic
security into national planning, countries can better
withstand external pressures, economic sanctions,
and financial crises, thereby ensuring economic
sovereignty and stability.

In addition to the structural components, the study
also explores the impact of economic security on
social stability and governance. The findings
indicate that a security-building economy enhances
public trust in government institutions, reduces
social inequalities, and fosters economic
participation among citizens (Al-Rodhan, 2009).
This research argues that economic security is not
merely a financial concern but a multidimensional
phenomenon that influences national cohesion and
social development. Economic policies that
prioritize security must therefore address key social
factors such as employment, wage stability, and
equitable access to economic opportunities
(Ahmaadzadeh Shahroudi et al., 2022). The
study further examines the role of financial and
banking systems in supporting a security-building
economy, emphasizing the need for transparent
financial regulations and robust monetary policies
to prevent economic destabilization. The research
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also highlights the significance of fostering a
culture of economic resilience among citizens,
encouraging investment in domestic industries, and
promoting national entrepreneurship as vital
components of economic security. The study
concludes that economic security must be
embedded in the broader framework of national
development, ensuring that economic growth
translates into tangible benefits for the entire
population.

Another significant aspect explored in this research
is the role of economic policy in shaping
geopolitical power and international relations. The
study finds that economic security contributes to
national defense capabilities by ensuring financial
stability and reducing reliance on foreign economic
actors (Firouzi et al., 2022). This research argues
that countries with robust economic security are
better positioned to assert their strategic interests in
global affairs while safeguarding their national
autonomy. Additionally, the findings suggest that a
security-building economy acts as a deterrent
against economic warfare, reducing the
effectiveness of foreign-imposed economic
sanctions and financial restrictions (Ahmaadzadeh
Shahroudi et al., 2022). The study underscores the
importance of economic diversification as a key
strategy for mitigating external dependencies and
enhancing financial stability. By investing in
strategic industries and fostering innovation-driven
economic models, nations can create resilient
economies capable of withstanding global
economic fluctuations. Furthermore, the research
highlights the necessity of integrating economic
security measures into national defense strategies,
ensuring that financial systems, trade policies, and
industrial development initiatives align with
broader security objectives.

The study also delves into the long-term
implications of a security-building economy for
sustainable development and national prosperity.
The research identifies key indicators that measure
the effectiveness of economic security policies,
including GDP growth, employment rates,
investment  levels, and income equality

Yy

(Ahmaadzadeh Shahroudi et al., 2022). The
findings indicate that nations with well-established
security-building economies tend to experience
more stable economic growth and enhanced
national well-being. The study suggests that
economic security is an evolving concept that
requires continuous adaptation to emerging
challenges such as technological advancements,
environmental changes, and shifts in global
economic dynamics. In this regard, the research
highlights the importance of fostering economic
policies that are forward-looking, resilient, and
adaptable to changing circumstances. The study
also explores the intersection of economic security
with environmental sustainability, emphasizing the
need for policies that promote green economic
initiatives and sustainable resource management
(Veicy & Mehmandoost, 2015). By aligning
economic security with sustainable development
goals, nations can ensure long-term prosperity
while safeguarding their economic independence.
In conclusion, this study contributes to the growing
body of knowledge on economic security by
providing a comprehensive framework for
understanding the components and implications of
a security-building economy. The research
underscores the importance of integrating
economic policies with national security strategies
to ensure financial stability, geopolitical resilience,
and sustainable development. The study’s findings
provide valuable insights for policymakers,
economists, and security analysts, offering a
strategic roadmap for designing policies that
enhance economic security while promoting
national prosperity. By implementing the identified
principles, governments can create resilient
economic structures that withstand external shocks,
reduce vulnerabilities, and foster long-term
economic growth. The research concludes that a
security-building economy is not only essential for
national stability but also plays a critical role in
shaping a nation’s strategic position in the global
economy. Future research should further explore
the intersection of economic security with
emerging global challenges, including digital
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transformation, climate change, and international
trade dynamics, to develop more comprehensive
policy solutions for ensuring sustainable economic
resilience.
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