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Abstract

The present study aims to design and validate an educational model of
tolerance and forbearance based on the Quran and Nahj al-Balagha. This
research was conducted using a qualitative methodology with a classical
grounded theory approach. The research domain includes all Quranic verses
and passages from Nahj al-Balagha, encompassing letters, sermons, wisdom
statements, and others. The analysis of the research domain was conducted
gradually based on relevant keywords, with an emphasis on appropriate
Persian and Arabic terms such as tasahul, tasamuh, sahla wa samha, al-
tashil, al-taysir, al-tasahul, al-suhula, ease, leniency, gentleness, moderation,
and kindness, and continued until theoretical saturation was reached. A
library-based method was employed to examine theoretical and research
backgrounds, utilizing note-taking as the primary tool. Reliability,
credibility, and dependability criteria were ensured to achieve alternative
measures of validity and reliability. Data analysis was conducted using the
Glaserian method, incorporating open, selective, and theoretical coding. The
findings introduced the educational model of tolerance and forbearance
within four educational dimensions: doctrinal and devotional; instructional
and developmental; social relations; and individual ethics. These
dimensions encompass key categories, including tolerance and forbearance
in legislation and lawmaking, tolerance and forbearance in the domain of
religious invitation, acknowledgment of prophets and divine scriptures,
education based on tolerance and forbearance, tolerance and forbearance in
social interactions, tolerance and forbearance in dealing with opponents,
tolerance and forbearance in governance and administration, and ethics
based on tolerance and forbearance. This model provides the groundwork
for divine-oriented human development and the cultivation of a gentle
disposition.

Keywords: The Holy Quran, Nahj al-Balagha, tolerance and forbearance,
educational model
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT
The Holy Quran and Nahj al-Balagha serve as

foundational sources of Islamic teachings, guiding
individuals in all aspects of life. These texts
provide comprehensive ethical, legal, and social
frameworks, ensuring individual and societal well-
being. One of the core teachings in these sources is
the concept of tolerance and forbearance, which
promotes harmonious coexistence and ethical
conduct in diverse social contexts. The Quran
repeatedly emphasizes the importance of tolerance
and forbearance in interpersonal relationships,
lawmaking, and religious practice, highlighting its
significance in governance and social interactions
(Ahmad et al., 2022).

Linguistically, the Arabic term tasahul refers to
leniency, while tasamuh conveys the meaning of
generosity and broad-mindedness (Firouzabadi,
1995). These concepts are rooted in Islamic
theology and have been acknowledged as essential
virtues in fostering constructive dialogue and
peaceful relations among people of different beliefs
and backgrounds (Farzaneh Pour & Bakhshai
Zadeh, 2011). Studies indicate that the absence of
tolerance leads to heightened social and religious
conflicts, while its presence fosters dialogue and
coexistence (Nasiri & Haji Ismaili, 2022).

Prior research has explored the role of tolerance in
religious discourse and governance. Some studies
have examined its compatibility with Western
liberalism, while others have emphasized its
necessity in Islamic civilization (Fayyaz & Sharafi,
2020; Shahandeh, 2016). Moreover, research has
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highlighted that a lack of tolerance can hinder
human development and global peace (Kuzmenko,
2020). However, despite the theoretical
discussions on this subject, limited research has
focused on designing an educational framework
that integrates the principles of tolerance and
forbearance from the Quran and Nahj al-Balagha
into a structured pedagogical model. Therefore, this
study aims to develop and validate an educational
model of tolerance and forbearance grounded in
these sacred texts.

1 Methods and Materials

This study adopted a qualitative research approach
based on the classical grounded theory method to
develop a conceptual model of tolerance and
forbearance. The research corpus comprised all
relevant Quranic verses and excerpts from Nahj al-
Balagha, including sermons, letters, and wisdom
statements. The selection process was guided by a
keyword analysis focusing on terms such as
tasahul, tasamuh, sahla wa samha, al-tashil, and
al-taysir.

The data collection process followed a library-
based methodology, incorporating theoretical and
research background reviews. Reliability and
validity were ensured through credibility and
dependability measures. The analysis employed the
Glaserian method, encompassing open, selective,
and theoretical coding. Theoretical saturation was
achieved through iterative coding cycles, wherein
recurring themes and patterns in the texts were
systematically identified and categorized. The
extracted themes were then synthesized into an
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educational model, structured around four key
dimensions: doctrinal and devotional, instructional
and developmental, social relations, and individual
ethics.

2  Findings

The data analysis resulted in the identification of
nine core categories that define the educational
model of tolerance and forbearance based on the
Quran and Nahj al-Balagha. These categories
include:

1. Divine Tolerance and Forbearance: The
Quran highlights God's boundless mercy
and forgiveness, demonstrating tolerance
as a divine attribute. References to divine
leniency emphasize the role of tolerance in
guiding human conduct.

2. Tolerance in Religious Invitation: The
Quran advocates for non-coercion in
religious beliefs, emphasizing persuasion
through wisdom and kind speech.

3. Legislative and Legal Tolerance: Islamic
law incorporates principles of ease and
leniency, ensuring that obligations are not
overly burdensome.

4. Tolerance in Recognizing Prophets and
Scriptures: The Quran acknowledges
previous divine revelations and promotes
respect for other faith traditions.

5. Educational Tolerance and
Forbearance: Islamic teachings encourage
patience and flexibility in pedagogical
practices, fostering an inclusive and
nurturing learning environment.

6. Tolerance in Social Interactions: The
importance of mutual respect and kindness
is underscored in interpersonal
relationships, including familial and
community settings.

7. Tolerance in Dealing with Opponents:
The Quran advises believers to engage with
adversaries through patience, dialogue, and
ethical conduct rather than hostility.

8. Tolerance in  Governance and
Administration: The principles of justice
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and leniency are emphasized in leadership
and public administration.

9. Ethical Tolerance and Forbearance:
Individual virtues such as patience,
humility, and compassion are integral to
personal development.

From these nine categories, Divine Tolerance and
Forbearance emerged as the central theme,
reinforcing the notion that all forms of human
tolerance derive from divine mercy. The model
identified 36 sub-themes distributed across the four
educational dimensions, illustrating how tolerance
can be implemented in doctrinal teachings, social
norms, educational practices, and governance.

3 Discussion and Conclusion

The findings of this study highlight the
comprehensive framework of tolerance and
forbearance embedded within Islamic teachings.
The Quran and Nahj al-Balagha emphasize that
tolerance is not merely a social virtue but a divine
principle that underpins ethical and legal structures.
By integrating these principles into educational
models, it becomes possible to cultivate a society
that values patience, mutual respect, and peaceful
coexistence.

The dimension of Tolerance in Religious Invitation
underscores that faith cannot be imposed and that
persuasion must be conducted through wisdom and
good counsel. This aligns with the Quranic
assertion that there is no compulsion in religion,
reinforcing the notion that true belief stems from
conviction rather than coercion. Similarly,
Legislative and Legal Tolerance demonstrates how
Islamic law ensures flexibility and accessibility,
accommodating the needs and capacities of
individuals.

The findings further indicate that tolerance extends
beyond religious discourse into broader societal
interactions. Tolerance in Social Interactions and
Tolerance in Dealing with Opponents reflect the
necessity of fostering constructive dialogue and
conflict resolution through ethical engagement.
These principles are particularly relevant in
contemporary discussions on interfaith dialogue
and multicultural coexistence.
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Moreover, the model emphasizes that governance
should be guided by principles of Tolerance in
Governance and Administration, ensuring that
leadership decisions are rooted in justice and
compassion.  This  perspective  challenges
authoritarian  interpretations of governance,
advocating instead for participatory and ethical
leadership.

At the individual level, Ethical Tolerance and
Forbearance promotes virtues such as patience,
kindness, and humility, which contribute to moral
character development. The Quran and Nahj al-
Balagha repeatedly highlight the significance of
soft-heartedness and leniency in  human
interactions, reinforcing the idea that personal
virtue is essential for societal harmony.

The implications of this study extend to educational
institutions, policymakers, and religious scholars
seeking to integrate tolerance and forbearance into
curricula and social policies. By adopting an
educational approach that reflects these values,
societies can cultivate a culture of understanding
and inclusivity.

In conclusion, the proposed model provides a
structured approach to incorporating tolerance and
forbearance into various aspects of life, rooted in
Quranic and Nahj al-Balagha teachings. It offers a
comprehensive framework for ethical education,
governance, and social interactions, advocating for
a balanced and compassionate society. The study
underscores the timeless relevance of these
principles in addressing contemporary challenges
related to religious pluralism, social justice, and
conflict resolution.
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