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Abstract

Various intellectual schools, cultures, and civilizations have
long sought to convey their intended messages to audiences
through diverse methods. Given that religious societies,
particularly Islamic countries, require religiously grounded
methods and theories of influence, it is essential for
researchers and scholars in this field to refer to religious
sources and texts to discover and examine them. The Quran,
as the most valuable religious source for Muslims, holds a
significant position in this regard. Considering the
importance of speech and expression, the Quran has
employed multiple expressive methods to achieve this goal.
Therefore, it is necessary to investigate the expressive
methods that influence the audience from the perspective of
the Quran. This study, using a descriptive-analytical method,
aims to extract methods of influence and audience
persuasion. The findings indicate that the Holy Quran, since
its revelation, has sought to attract the attention of audiences
by employing expressive methods such as debate,
admonition, questioning, dialectics, repetition, storytelling,
analogy, parable, encouragement, warning, association of
meanings, reminders, and recounting of unseen events. Since
these methods originate from the infinite divine knowledge,
they possess exceptional perfection and coherence, ensuring
that they never become obsolete despite the passage of time
and scientific advancements, maintaining their effectiveness
across eras.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT
The ability to communicate effectively has been a

fundamental concern across different civilizations
and intellectual traditions. The Quran, as the central
religious text of Islam, provides a model of divine
communication, employing various expressive
methods to influence, guide, and persuade its
audience. Given the necessity of impactful
communication in religious discourse,
understanding these methods is crucial for scholars
and practitioners in theology, rhetoric, and
communication studies. The Quranic text utilizes
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multiple rhetorical techniques, including debate,
admonition, questioning, dialectics, repetition,
storytelling, analogy, parable, encouragement,
warning, association of meanings, reminders, and
recounting of unseen events, all of which are
designed to engage the audience effectively. These
methods are deeply embedded in the linguistic,
psychological, and philosophical fabric of the
Quran, reflecting a divine approach to human
interaction and cognition (Makarem Shirazi,

1994). Scholars have long studied the Quran’s
persuasive strategies, particularly the way it
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employs reasoned argumentation and emotional
appeal to captivate its audience. The Quranic
discourse functions both as a guiding light for
believers and as a challenge to skeptics, offering a
layered structure of meaning that remains relevant
across different historical and cultural contexts. By
examining these expressive methods, this study
aims to highlight their significance and continued
applicability in modern  religious and
communicative practices (Tabatabai, 1996).
Among the various rhetorical strategies employed
in the Quran, the use of debate is particularly
noteworthy. Debate, or munazara, is frequently
used to engage interlocutors in intellectual
discourse, compelling them to confront
contradictions in their beliefs. The Quran provides
multiple instances where prophets engage in debate
with their people, using logical reasoning to expose
the flaws in their arguments. One of the most well-
known examples is the dialogue between Prophet
Abraham and his people regarding idol worship.
The Quran narrates how Abraham systematically
deconstructs their beliefs by questioning the
validity of worshiping inanimate objects that
neither see nor hear. This method, rooted in
dialectical reasoning, forces the audience to
critically assess their assumptions, leading them
toward a higher understanding of monotheism
(Jafari). Similarly, the Quran employs the method
of admonition, or maw‘iza, to influence the
audience by appealing to their emotions and ethical
consciousness. This strategy is particularly
effective in reinforcing moral and ethical
principles, as it invokes fear, hope, and a sense of
accountability. Through vivid descriptions of
divine mercy and punishment, the Quran creates a
compelling narrative that encourages adherence to
righteousness while warning against moral and
spiritual transgression (Tabatabai, 1996).

Another significant expressive method in the Quran
is the use of questioning, or su’al, which serves as
a cognitive stimulant, prompting reflection and
self-examination. The Quran frequently poses
rhetorical questions to its audience, encouraging
them to ponder existential, theological, and ethical

Y4

dilemmas. For example, the repeated question, “Do
they not reflect?” challenges readers to engage in
critical thinking and to recognize divine wisdom in
creation (Makarem Shirazi & Subhani, 2002).
This method aligns with classical pedagogical
techniques, where inquiry-based learning fosters
deeper understanding and intellectual engagement.
Moreover, the Quran’s use of repetition is a
deliberate rhetorical device aimed at reinforcing
key messages and ensuring their retention in the
minds of the audience. The frequent repetition of
phrases such as “Then which of the favors of your
Lord will you deny?” serves to emphasize gratitude
and acknowledgment of divine blessings. Studies
on cognitive psychology suggest that repetition
enhances memory retention and facilitates the
internalization of concepts, making this method
particularly effective in religious instruction
(Cha'bi, 2023).

The Quran’s employment of storytelling, or gasas,
represents another profound expressive method,
integrating narrative elements to convey moral and
theological lessons. The stories of past prophets
and communities serve as both historical accounts
and didactic tools, providing the audience with
concrete examples of divine justice and mercy.
Through compelling narratives, the Quran
illustrates the consequences of faith and disbelief,
obedience and defiance, patience and arrogance.
The story of Prophet Joseph, for instance,
encapsulates themes of perseverance, divine
providence, and moral integrity, making it one of
the most narratively complex and instructive
passages in the Quran (Rezaei Esfahani, 2013).
These stories are crafted with intricate linguistic
and rhetorical precision, ensuring that their moral
and spiritual messages resonate across different
audiences and time periods. Furthermore, the
Quran frequently employs analogy and parable
(mathal) to facilitate comprehension of abstract
theological concepts. By drawing comparisons
between the seen and the unseen, the tangible and
the intangible, the Quran enables its audience to
grasp profound truths in an accessible manner. The
parable of the good word being like a fruitful tree,
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for example, conveys the enduring impact of faith
and righteous speech (Makarem Shirazi, 1994).
This method not only enhances conceptual clarity
but also fosters a deeper emotional and intellectual
connection with the audience.

In addition to these methods, the Quran employs
encouragement (tabshir) and warning (indhar) as
complementary strategies to shape human
behavior. Encouragement, often expressed through
promises of divine reward and eternal bliss, serves
to motivate believers toward piety and
righteousness.  Conversely, warning, which
highlights divine punishment and the consequences
of moral transgression, acts as a deterrent against
sinful behavior (Mirshah Jafari, 2005). This dual
approach mirrors psychological theories of
motivation, where reinforcement and deterrence
work together to influence decision-making.
Similarly, the Quran makes strategic use of
reminders (tadhkir) to reawaken spiritual
consciousness and reinforce moral awareness. The
act of remembrance, whether of divine favors or
past warnings, plays a crucial role in sustaining
faith and commitment. This method aligns with the
broader Quranic philosophy that human beings,
prone to forgetfulness and distraction, require
constant spiritual and moral recalibration (Delshad
Tehrani, 2006). Another compelling technique
found in the Quran is the recounting of unseen
events (akhbar al-ghayb), which includes
prophecies and revelations about the afterlife. By
unveiling knowledge beyond human perception,
the Quran asserts its divine origin and reinforces its
credibility. These prophetic statements, many of
which were later validated, serve to strengthen the
faith of believers while challenging skeptics to
reconsider their positions (Amirkaveh & Eslami,
2016).

In conclusion, the Quran’s use of expressive
methods represents a sophisticated and multi-
dimensional  approach to  communication,
persuasion, and guidance. These methods, ranging
from rational argumentation to emotional appeal,
rhetorical questioning to narrative storytelling,
remain profoundly relevant in contemporary

A

discourse. The study of these techniques not only
enriches our understanding of Quranic exegesis but
also offers valuable insights into the principles of
effective communication. By examining the ways
in which the Quran influences and engages its
audience, scholars can draw connections between
divine rhetoric and modern theories of persuasion,
education, and social influence. Ultimately, the
Quranic model of communication transcends
historical and cultural boundaries, providing a
timeless blueprint for meaningful and impactful
discourse.
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