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Abstract

The concepts of good and evil are foundational topics in Islamic ethics and
practical philosophy, consistently engaging the attention of philosophers
and religious scholars. This study aims to comparatively analyze the
teachings of Hadith and practical philosophy regarding these two essential
concepts. Initially, the research introduces and examines the notions of good
and evil in practical philosophy, where philosophers like Avicenna and Al-
Farabi define good as the pursuit of perfection and moral virtues, and evil
as the deficiency and deviation from this path. Subsequently, relevant
Hadiths are explored, illustrating that good is characterized by obedience to
God and adherence to divine commandments, while evil is depicted as
disobedience and estrangement from divine mercy. In the comparative
analysis section, the similarities and differences between these two
perspectives are scrutinized. The findings indicate that both approaches
emphasize the importance of justice, honesty, and benevolence towards
others; however, they differ in defining the origin and nature of good and
evil. Hadith teachings focus on religious and spiritual aspects, whereas
practical philosophy centers on rational principles and social outcomes. The
study concludes that integrating these two viewpoints can contribute to the
formation of a comprehensive and applicable ethical system that
encompasses both religious dimensions and rational principles. Suggestions
for future research include examining the social and cultural impacts of
these concepts and adapting traditional teachings to contemporary needs.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT
The concepts of good and evil are fundamental to

Islamic ethics and practical philosophy, serving as
cornerstones in the moral framework of Muslim
societies. This study offers a comparative analysis
of Hadith teachings and practical philosophy
concerning these pivotal concepts. The research
begins by examining the philosophical perspectives
of prominent Islamic philosophers such as
Avicenna and Al-Farabi. Avicenna defines good as
the pursuit of perfection and moral virtues, viewing
evil as a deficiency or deviation from this path (Ibn
Sina, 1997). He posits that good aligns with the
intellectual and spiritual advancement of the
individual, leading towards ultimate happiness.
Similarly, Al-Farabi considers good to be the
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harmony between the intellect and the natural and
social laws governing human existence (Al-Farabi,
2002). He emphasizes that good is not only
beneficial on an individual level but also essential
for the well-being of society as a whole.

In contrast, the Hadith literature presents a more
theologically grounded interpretation of good and
evil. Good is frequently associated with obedience
to God and adherence to divine commandments.
For instance, Imam Alli states, "Good is that which
brings one closer to God through piety and
righteousness” (Nahj al-Balagha, Wisdom 349).
Evil, on the other hand, is characterized by
disobedience and actions that distance individuals
from divine mercy. The Prophet Muhammad is
reported to have said, "Evil is that which darkens
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the heart and removes one from the mercy of God"
(Al-Kulayni, 2004). These teachings highlight the
spiritual consequences of moral actions, linking
ethical behavior directly to one's relationship with
the divine.

The comparative analysis reveals both similarities
and differences between the philosophical and
Hadith perspectives. Both approaches underscore
the importance of virtues such as justice, honesty,
and benevolence. Justice, for example, is
universally regarded as a paramount virtue. In
philosophical terms, Al-Farabi views justice as
essential for social harmony and the realization of
human potential (Al-Farabi, 2002). From the
Hadith  perspective, justice is a divine
commandment that ensures balance and fairness in
society (Al-Kulayni, 2004). However, the two
perspectives diverge in their foundational premises.
The philosophical approach relies on rational
principles and the innate capabilities of human
reason to discern good and evil (Ebrahimi Dinani,
2016). In contrast, the Hadith teachings are rooted
in divine revelation and emphasize compliance
with God's will as the primary determinant of moral
value (Mutahhari, 1999).

The practical implications of these concepts are
significant in shaping ethical behavior and
decision-making. The Hadith teachings motivate
individuals to engage in good deeds through the
promise of spiritual rewards and proximity to God.
Acts such as charity, aiding the needy, and
upholding justice are encouraged as means of
achieving divine favor (Al-Ghazali, 2002).
Philosophical ethics, while also promoting these
virtues, appeal to the rational assessment of actions
based on their consequences for individual and
societal well-being (lbn Sina, 1997). This
rationalist approach allows for ethical guidelines
that can be universally applied, regardless of
religious affiliation, emphasizing the role of reason
in moral deliberation (Ebrahimi Dinani, 2016).
Critically evaluating both perspectives, the study
acknowledges the strengths and limitations
inherent in each. The Hadith-based ethical
framework offers a robust motivational system

grounded in faith, providing clear directives for
moral conduct (Mutahhari, 1999). However, its
reliance on religious authority may limit its
applicability in pluralistic societies where diverse
belief systems coexist. The philosophical approach,
with its emphasis on reason and universal
principles, facilitates  cross-cultural  ethical
dialogue but may lack the profound spiritual
incentives present in the religious teachings (Al-
Ghazali, 2002). The potential for integrating these
perspectives lies in developing an ethical system
that honors the spiritual dimensions of morality
while employing rational principles to address
contemporary moral challenges (Ebrahimi Dinani,
2016).

In conclusion, the study suggests that a synthesis of
Hadith teachings and practical philosophy can lead
to a more comprehensive ethical framework. This
integrated approach would encompass both the
spiritual motivations emphasized in religious
teachings and the rational principles advocated by
philosophers. Such a framework could address the
moral needs of modern societies by providing
ethical guidance that is both spiritually enriching
and universally accessible. Future research is
recommended to explore the application of this
integrated ethical system in diverse social contexts,
examining how it can inform policy-making,
education, and community  development.
Additionally, studies could investigate the
adaptability of traditional ethical teachings in the
face of emerging moral dilemmas posed by
technological advancements and globalization.
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