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Abstract

Mystical ethics has its own foundations derived from theoretical
mysticism and possesses a distinct definition, subject matter, issues,
methodology, and ultimate purpose, setting it apart from other
ethical approaches. This article aims to elucidate the objectives and
ultimate purposes of mystical ethics and its impact on an ethically
oriented life within society. To achieve this, we analyze the
perspective of Ibn Arabi by examining his works. Mystical ethics is
positioned at the core of the mystical journey, and the ultimate goals
of this journey are also regarded as the ultimate goals of mystical
ethics. The ultimate purpose of mystical ethics is the embodiment
of divine ethics, which is a characteristic of the station of fana’ fi-
l1ah (annihilation in God). All virtues and moral qualities serve as a
prelude to achieving ultimate perfection, and this perfection is a
means to attaining happiness and goodness. The analysis of the
research data indicates that the essence and components of mystical
ethics, particularly its ultimate purpose, have a significant and
positive effect on the ethical lifestyle of society. However, it also
presents certain shortcomings, which are addressed in this study.

Keywords: Mystical Ethics, Ultimate Purpose, Perfection, Fana’,
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The study explores the ultimate purpose of mystical
ethics from the perspective of lbn Arabi, a
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significant figure in Islamic mysticism. Mystical
ethics, distinct from other ethical approaches, is
fundamentally grounded in theoretical mysticism
and encompasses unique definitions,
methodologies, and objectives. lbn Arabi's
perspective on mystical ethics posits that its
ultimate goal is the embodiment of divine ethics,
which aligns with the spiritual station of fana’ fi-
llah (annihilation in God). Within this framework,
moral virtues and ethical qualities are perceived as
a preparatory stage for achieving the ultimate
perfection that leads to ultimate happiness and
goodness. Mystical ethics is deeply embedded
within the mystical journey, and the goals of this
spiritual path coincide with the objectives of
mystical ethics itself. This alignment indicates that
the ethical lifestyle influenced by mystical ethics is
inherently linked to the metaphysical and
existential realities of divine proximity. As a result,
mystical ethics is not merely a set of moral
guidelines but an existential transformation that
enables individuals to transcend materialistic
concerns and cultivate an ethical existence that
mirrors divine attributes. This approach, however,
raises critical inquiries regarding its applicability to
broader societal ethics, particularly in contexts
where social and political responsibilities demand
ethical considerations beyond personal spiritual
development (Ibn Arabi, 1991).

Ibn Arabi’s conceptualization of mystical ethics is
rooted in a profound ontological understanding of
human existence, in which ethical transformation is
inseparable from spiritual realization. He asserts
that true ethical conduct is not derived from rational
deliberation alone but emerges from a deeper
existential state where the individual aligns with
divine realities. This view challenges conventional
moral philosophies that prioritize reason and social
convention as the foundation of ethics. According
to 1bn Arabi, ethical perfection is achieved through
a process of inner purification, which involves
overcoming the limitations of the ego and attaining
direct knowledge of the divine. The culmination of
this process is fana’, wherein the self is obliterated
in divine reality, and baga’ (subsistence in God)
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follows as the perfected state of existence. This
transformative experience is regarded as the
ultimate ethical goal because it transcends
conventional moral frameworks and situates the
individual ~ within the realm of divine
consciousness. The implications of this view
suggest that ethical behavior, from a muystical
perspective, is not merely a means of social
harmony but a manifestation of spiritual truth. The
relationship between mystical ethics and broader
social ethics thus presents a critical tension, as
mystical ethics prioritizes inner transformation
over external moral obligations (Qaysari, 1996).
The methodology of mystical ethics, as articulated
by Ibn Arabi, is distinct from other ethical
frameworks in its reliance on experiential
knowledge rather than purely intellectual
reasoning. This epistemological distinction
underscores the primacy of spiritual intuition and
direct divine encounter in shaping ethical conduct.
Ibn Arabi argues that true ethical conduct arises
when an individual attains a state of constant divine
remembrance (dhikr) and spiritual unveiling
(kashf), which allows for direct insight into divine
realities. This process negates the need for
prescriptive ethical codes, as the enlightened
individual embodies divine attributes and acts in
accordance with the divine will. Such a perspective
fundamentally challenges traditional ethical
systems that rely on codified moral laws, arguing
instead for an ethics of direct divine engagement.
The implications of this approach suggest that
ethical perfection is not universally accessible, as it
requires an advanced spiritual state that few
individuals attain. This exclusivity raises questions
about the practical applicability of mystical ethics
in everyday life, particularly for individuals who do
not engage in the rigorous spiritual practices
required for such ethical realization. Consequently,
while mystical ethics provides a compelling vision
of moral perfection, its accessibility remains a point
of contention within ethical discourse (Ibn Arabi,
2000a).

One of the critical aspects of Ibn Arabi’s ethical
framework is its emphasis on the transformative
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power of divine love as the central force guiding
moral development. He posits that love
(mahabbah) is the fundamental principle that
animates the cosmos and directs all ethical action.
In this view, ethical conduct is not motivated by
duty or rational obligation but by the overwhelming
attraction to the divine. This perspective reframes
moral action as an expression of love rather than a
response to external commandments. The ethical
individual, therefore, is one who acts not out of fear
of punishment or hope for reward but out of an
intrinsic love for the divine reality. This notion
challenges deontological and consequentialist
moral theories, which structure ethics around
obligations and outcomes, respectively. Instead,
Ibn Arabi’s ethics suggests that true morality is an
act of self-annihilation in divine love, wherein the
self ceases to act independently and becomes a
conduit for divine will. This radical redefinition of
ethics presents profound implications for
understanding moral responsibility, as it shifts the
focus from external adherence to laws toward an
internal transformation that renders such laws
unnecessary. However, this approach also raises
concerns about the subjective nature of mystical
ethical experiences and the potential difficulty in
formulating a coherent ethical framework that can
be universally applied (Ibn Arabi, 2004).

The implications of Ibn Arabi’s mystical ethics
extend beyond personal transformation to broader
social and metaphysical considerations. He
contends that society itself can be transformed
when individuals attain ethical perfection through
mystical realization. In this view, the just society is
not one structured through legal and political
institutions alone but one in which individuals
operate from a state of divine consciousness. This
suggests that social harmony is achieved not
through external enforcement of moral codes but
through the cultivation of spiritual individuals who
naturally embody ethical virtues. However, this
perspective raises critical questions regarding the
role of institutional ethics and the necessity of
moral laws in structuring human communities. If
ethical perfection is contingent on personal

Vo

mystical realization, then what mechanisms exist
for ensuring moral behavior among those who have
not attained such realization? This tension between
individual ethical transformation and collective
moral responsibility highlights one of the
fundamental challenges of applying mystical ethics
to societal governance. While mystical ethics
provides a compelling vision of ultimate moral
perfection, its reliance on individual spiritual
attainment makes it difficult to implement as a
practical ethical system for large-scale societies
(Ibn Arabi, 1991).

In conclusion, the study reveals that Ibn Arabi’s
mystical ethics presents a profound and
transformative vision of morality that is deeply
intertwined with spiritual realization. The ultimate
goal of mystical ethics is not simply to cultivate
virtuous behavior but to achieve complete
alignment with divine reality through fana’ and
baqa’. This perspective radically redefines ethical
conduct as an expression of divine love and
presence, moving beyond conventional moral
frameworks that rely on rational deliberation and
social obligation. While this vision offers an
elevated understanding of ethical perfection, its
practical applicability remains a challenge,
particularly in contexts that require structured
ethical guidelines for social governance. The
tension between personal mystical transformation
and collective moral responsibility suggests that
mystical ethics, while profound in its insights, must
be integrated with other ethical frameworks to
address the complexities of human society. Future
research should explore ways to reconcile the
individualistic nature of mystical ethics with
broader ethical systems that account for social and
political realities.
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