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Abstract

The development and reinforcement of cultural capital in Islamic
countries—and the integration of its foundational principles within
the framework of modern educational and social systems—entail
unique complexities that may be met with various challenges
requiring identification and analysis. Accordingly, this study
employs a library-based methodology and adopts a descriptive-
inferential research approach to qualitatively analyze the content of
Qur’anic verses and Hadiths through thematic exegesis. The study
identifies these challenges from the viewpoint of the Qur’an and
Hadith. The findings indicate that the most significant obstacle to
the formation of cultural capital in Islamic societies lies in four
domains: epistemological-intellectual (e.g., the suspension of
reason and intellectual despotism), ethical-moral (e.g., hypocrisy
and disbelief), social (e.g., historical distortion and the promotion
of inappropriate models), and theological-doctrinal (e.g., superficial
understanding of religion). These challenges not only endanger
cultural authenticity but also prevent societies from attaining a
civilizational model rooted in divine guidance. However, such
challenges can be addressed through Qur’anic and Hadith-based
teachings such as strengthening religious knowledge and
awareness, fostering social ethics, utilizing divine and educational
models, combating cultural monopolization, and ultimately
enjoining good and forbidding evil. These strategies are grounded
in the principles of piety, justice, and collective responsibility. In
contrast to secular approaches, they define culture and cultural
capital not as tools for the pursuit of power but as a path toward
nearness to God and the realization of a just society.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT
The development of cultural capital from the

perspective of the Qur’an and Hadith encompasses
a multidimensional concept that not only informs
personal identity and social cohesion but also
serves as a foundational structure for civilization-
building within Islamic societies. Cultural capital,
in this context, is understood not merely as
symbolic or cognitive assets transmitted through
educational and familial institutions, but as a
divinely endowed repository of spiritual guidance
that shapes ethical behavior, intellectual maturity,
and collective moral consciousness. From a
theological viewpoint, cultural capital stems from
the dual sources of Qur’an (Thaqal Akbar) and Ahl
al-Bayt (Thagal Asghar), constituting the
immutable core of Islamic thought and civilization.
The teachings of Imam al-Sadiq highlight the
vitality and continuity of the Qur’an, describing it
as a living entity that continually admonishes and
enlightens its reader (Al-Kulayni, 1986). Cultural
capital, in this framework, is intricately interwoven
with principles such as unity, brotherhood, justice,
and social cooperation. Its development is vital for
counteracting the disruptive forces of modern
secular influences, technological change, and
cultural imperialism that have progressively eroded
the Islamic ethos in recent decades. Thus, the
current research employs a descriptive-inferential
methodology rooted in thematic exegesis of
Qur’anic verses and Hadiths to identify the
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conceptual foundations, challenges, and solutions
pertaining to cultural capital from a divine-
revelatory lens.

A review of the literature reveals a growing body
of research that approaches cultural capital not
solely from Western sociological frameworks but
also through a lens informed by religious
epistemology.  While  Bourdieu and his
contemporaries conceptualized cultural capital as
embodied dispositions, objectified assets, and
institutionalized qualifications, Islamic scholars
reinterpret these dimensions through the moral and
spiritual values embedded in divine texts. For
example, the work of Fathi underscores the internal
pull toward knowledge and religious law as
constitutive features of cultural capital in Islamic
thought (Fathi & Dehghanpour Farashah, 2020),
while Miri emphasizes the role of innate nature
(fitrah), intellect, and faith as primary sources of
cultural authenticity (Miri, 2014). Rouhani, in
contrast, focuses on classical Western theories but
notes their limited applicability in religious
contexts (Rouhani, 20009). Moreover,
contemporary studies, such as those by Surudin and
Bsoul, explore how Islamic educational
frameworks and pedagogical alignment with
religious teachings serve as mechanisms for
cultivating cultural capital in youth and broader
communities (Bsoul, 2024; Surudin, 2024).
Gozali’s exploration of multicultural education
grounded in Qur’anic values such as tolerance and
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justice further illustrates the capacity of Islamic
teachings to inform pluralistic yet cohesive cultural
models (Gozali, 2023). Collectively, these studies
affirm that cultural capital in Islamic societies
encompasses not only knowledge and material
representations but also spiritual values, ethical
conduct, and the pursuit of divine proximity—an
orientation fundamentally divergent from secular
constructs that equate cultural capital with social
prestige or power.

The conceptual framework of the study is grounded
in a dual understanding of culture: as both a
repository of inherited values and a dynamic
process shaped by human agency in alignment with
divine will. Classic definitions by thinkers such as
Taylor and Williams regard culture as a composite
of beliefs, arts, morals, customs, and intellectual
outputs acquired by individuals as members of
society (Taylor, 1871); (Williams, 1983).
However, in the Islamic worldview, culture is not
merely anthropogenic but a divinely guided
phenomenon that determines the moral trajectory
and survival of societies. Qur’anic verses
consistently underscore the role of righteous
culture in sustaining communities and warn of
cultural corruption leading to societal collapse
(e.g., Al-Rum: 41). As such, the Qur’an functions
as both the primary source and the critical measure
of cultural capital. It is a reservoir of divine
wisdom, illuminating all aspects of individual and
communal life, and providing a blueprint for
spiritual  and  civilizational ~ development
(Tabatabai Borujerdi, 1989). The Prophet
Muhammad and Imam Ali both advocated
unwavering adherence to the Qur’an, portraying it
as an inexhaustible fountain of knowledge, a light
that dispels darkness, and the springtime of
scholars’ hearts (Al-Kulayni, 1986; Mohammadi
Ray Shahr, 1983). Thus, Islamic culture, rooted in
revelation, seeks to align human actions with divine
purpose, asserting that the highest virtue lies not in
material accumulation but in piety, justice, and
sincere devotion.

While Western sociological theories such as those
by Bourdieu and Fiske highlight the instrumental
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role of cultural capital in achieving social mobility
and maintaining class distinctions, Islamic
teachings posit a radically different ontology and
teleology. Bourdieu’s tripartite classification—
embodied, objectified, and institutionalized
cultural capital—assumes that culture is human-
made, context-dependent, and subject to
commodification (Salehi Amiri, 2007). John Fiske
adds a dimension of critical awareness among
marginalized groups, suggesting cultural capital
can be a means of resistance. In contrast, Islamic
scholars such as Chalabi and Pourzarayan stress the
equitable distribution of knowledge, reason, and
participatory ethics as the functional attributes of
cultural capital (Chalabi, 2003; Pourzarayan,
2010). Moreover, religious texts identify the
Qur’an as a transformative force that transcends
time and space, providing immutable guidance and
elevating believers through moral refinement and
spiritual discipline (Salehi, 2004). Imam Ali
regards the Qur’an as the supreme cultural asset,
one that empowers the oppressed and grants them
sovereignty through divine knowledge (Mahdipur,
2008). Therefore, cultural capital in Islamic
thought is both a divine trust and a moral
imperative, encompassing the pursuit of
knowledge, refinement of character, and alignment
with divine justice. Its attainment requires active
engagement with revelation, critical reflection, and
societal participation anchored in faith.

The obstacles to cultivating cultural capital in
Islamic societies are numerous and complex,
spanning epistemological, ethical, social, and
theological dimensions. At the epistemological
level, the suspension of reason and the prevalence
of intellectual authoritarianism pose serious
threats. Qur’anic verses such as Al-Mulk:10 and
Anfal:22 condemn those who fail to use their
intellect, equating their negligence with damnation.
Imam Ali warns against intellectual laziness,
equating ignorance with poverty and rationality
with strength (Nahj al-Balagha, Hikmah 54).
Additionally, the rejection of divine revelation in
favor of pseudo-spiritual or secular ideologies
further weakens the cultural foundation, as
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emphasized in  Surah  Isra:36.  Prophet
Muhammad’s forewarning of a time when the
Qur’an will be reduced to mere formality speaks to
the dangers of superficial religiosity. On the ethical
front, vices such as hypocrisy, disbelief, deviation,
and misguidance are identified as internal ailments
that erode cultural coherence and moral clarity.
Imam Ali’s taxonomy of disbelief illustrates how
intellectual obstinacy and disunity can culminate in
cultural apostasy (Nahj al-Balagha, Hikmah 317).
Socially, challenges such as historical revisionism,
the glorification of unworthy figures, and the
normalization of unethical behaviors undermine
the integrity of cultural narratives. The Qur’an
(Surah Bagarah:42) and Hadiths stress the need for
truthfulness, integrity, and moral vigilance in
public discourse. Silence in the face of heresy,
flattery of the immoral, and misrepresentation of
religious icons further exacerbate the crisis.
Together, these challenges disrupt the transmission
of authentic values and destabilize the social and
ethical architecture of Muslim communities.

To address these multifaceted challenges, the
Qur’an and Hadith provide a comprehensive
strategy anchored in knowledge enhancement,
ethical conduct, social responsibility, and
institutional integrity. Central to this approach is
the elevation of religious knowledge as a spiritual
and societal imperative. Qur’anic verses such as
Mujadila:11 underscore the elevated status of the
learned, and Hadiths from Imam Ali declare
knowledge as a form of sovereignty. The equitable
dissemination of knowledge is another pillar, as
highlighted in Hadiths advocating for teaching
others as a form of zakat on knowledge. Ethical
reform through the inculcation of honesty,
humility, and altruism is emphasized repeatedly.
Prophet Muhammad’s mission to complete moral
virtues and Imam Ali’s teachings on self-discipline
illustrate the moral dimension of cultural capital. At
the societal level, the principles of enjoining good
and forbidding evil are presented as guardians of
cultural integrity and community cohesion. The
Qur’an (Surah Al-Imran:110) and the actions of
Imam Hussein exemplify the role of proactive
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cultural stewardship in resisting moral decay.
Furthermore, fostering institutional mechanisms
rooted in justice and accountability ensures that
cultural capital is preserved and transmitted
without distortion. The Qur’an’s command to
uphold justice (Nahl:90) and Imam Ali’s vision of
leadership as service underscore the structural
dimensions of this ethical order. In sum, the
Qur’anic and Hadithic paradigm envisions cultural
capital as a holistic construct that integrates faith,
intellect, and collective responsibility, charting a
path toward spiritual excellence and civilizational
revival.

In conclusion, the Qur’an and Hadith offer a rich
and multifaceted conceptualization of cultural
capital that challenges the limitations of secular
models and presents a spiritually grounded
alternative centered on divine guidance, ethical
integrity, and communal welfare. Unlike Western
theories that commodify culture as a means of
social stratification, the Islamic perspective frames
it as a sacred trust and a vehicle for human
flourishing. By diagnosing the challenges facing
Muslim societies and proposing scripturally
grounded remedies, this study underscores the
transformative power of faith-based cultural capital
in shaping resilient, ethical, and intellectually
vibrant communities. The way forward lies in
revitalizing Qur’anic teachings, empowering
religious scholarship, fostering ethical education,
and building institutions that embody the values of
justice, unity, and divine proximity. Only through
such a comprehensive and spiritually anchored
approach can Islamic societies cultivate a cultural
identity that is both authentic and adaptive, capable
of withstanding external pressures while nurturing
internal coherence and collective purpose.
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