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Abstract

The eloquence of the Holy Qur’an, as one of the dimensions of its
miraculous nature, has always attracted the attention of Islamic
exegetes and scholars. Imam al-Ridha (peace be upon him), as one
of the most distinguished scientific and religious figures in Islam,
played a pivotal role in elucidating the rhetorical dimensions of the
Qur’an. This article, using a descriptive-analytical approach,
explores the views of Imam al-Ridha (peace be upon him)
concerning the eloquence of the Qur’an. The findings indicate that
Imam al-Ridha (peace be upon him), by emphasizing the semantic
and linguistic harmony of the verses, the aesthetic artistry of the
text, and the precise use of vocabulary and literary devices,
presented a comprehensive image of Qur’anic eloquence. Imam al-
Ridha (peace be upon him) regarded the eloquence of the Qur’an
not only as a linguistic feature but also as a guiding and ethical tool
that conveys divine messages to the audience in an effective and
enduring manner. His analyses of the Qur’an’s eloquence highlight
the profound impact of the Qur’anic language in guiding
humankind and demonstrate his deep understanding of both the
linguistic and spiritual aspects of this sacred book. Furthermore, the
perspectives of Imam al-Ridha (peace be upon him) emphasize the
coherence between verses and the overall unity of the Qur’anic text,
which has served as a source of inspiration for exegetes and Islamic
thinkers in subsequent centuries. This article shows that the views
of Imam al-Ridha (peace be upon him) regarding the eloquence of
the Qur’an have had profound influences on Qur’anic sciences and
contemporary exegesis and continue to be recognized as a valuable
resource for analyzing the rhetoric of the Qur’an.

Keywords: Qur’anic eloquence, Imam al-Ridha (peace be upon
him), aesthetics, Qur’anic sciences.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT
The eloquence of the Holy Qur’an is a foundational

element of its miraculous character and serves as a
compelling aspect of its linguistic, rhetorical, and
theological depth. This article critically analyzes
the Qur’an’s eloquence through the lens of Imam
al-Ridha (peace be upon him), a distinguished
Islamic scholar and spiritual figure of the eighth
century. His perspectives on Qur’anic eloquence
demonstrate a harmonious blend of linguistic
precision, aesthetic sophistication, and ethical
guidance. Imam al-Ridha’s interpretive framework
is deeply embedded in both linguistic semantics
and spiritual hermeneutics. He emphasized that
eloquence is not merely a stylistic quality but a
divine vehicle through which the Qur’an
effectively delivers eternal truths. His analyses
often focused on the intrinsic beauty of the
Qur’anic language, its semantic coherence, and the
balanced interplay between rhetorical devices and
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moral messages. By situating Imam al-Ridha’s
views within the broader Islamic exegetical
tradition, this study explores how his insights
enrich our understanding of the Qur’an as a
divinely constructed text. For instance, his
commentary frequently highlighted the precision of
vocabulary, pointing out how subtle shifts in word
choice reflected layers of meaning intended for
both immediate audiences and generations of
believers to come (Bahjatpour, 2008).

Eloquence in the Qur’an, as articulated by Imam al-
Ridha, transcends mere verbal artistry to function
as a mechanism of divine instruction. His
observations are anchored in a classical
understanding of balagha, or rhetorical eloquence,
which has historically been categorized into three
interrelated disciplines: ma‘ani (semantics), bayan
(clarity), and badi’ (embellishment) (Jorjani,
2003). Imam al-Ridha advanced the argument that
the Qur’anic eloquence must be interpreted within
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these frameworks, not in isolation, but in harmony
with the content and context of the divine message.
He underscored the Qur’an’s ability to align its
stylistic choices with the psychological and
spiritual states of its audience. By focusing on the
congruence between form and function, he
demonstrated how the Qur’an adapts its language
across different surahs to address themes such as
mercy, justice, divine oneness, and human
responsibility. Imam al-Ridha also engaged with
the notion of tafawut (subtle distinction) among
synonyms in the Qur’an, illustrating how each
lexical variation was selected with theological and
rhetorical intent. His interpretive contributions
provide compelling answers to classical debates on
inimitability (i'jaz) and reinforce the Qur’an’s
superiority over human speech, a principle heavily
contested during his time (Suyuti, 1989).

Imam al-Ridha’s approach to Qur’anic eloquence
is also characterized by an intricate appreciation for
thematic and structural coherence within and
between surahs. He consistently argued that the
Qur’an’s internal unity—often referred to as nazm
or the stylistic ordering of verses—constituted a
key element of its rhetorical excellence. This is
evident in his treatment of verses such as al-Zumar:
23, which he interpreted as reflecting the Qur’an’s
deliberate and interconnected composition
(Zamakhshari, 1999). In his analysis, Imam al-
Ridha addressed how each verse and phrase is
contextually situated within the Qur’an’s broader
spiritual narrative, thus contributing to its aesthetic
impact and pedagogical effectiveness. His belief in
the Qur’an’s cohesive unity also underpins his
rejection of any notion of arbitrary composition.
Rather, he viewed each passage as part of a divine
literary architecture, with rhetorical strategies such
as repetition, parallelism, and juxtaposition
employed to create emotional resonance and
cognitive clarity. This interpretive method
encouraged a shift among later exegetes from
atomistic readings to holistic analyses that
recognized both vertical and horizontal coherence
in the sacred text (Rajabi, 2004).

Wy

Further, Imam al-Ridha’s interpretive methodology
foregrounded the relationship between rhetorical
form and ethical substance. He recognized that
Qur’anic eloquence was not limited to linguistic
phenomena but was inherently tied to the Qur’an’s
mission of moral cultivation and spiritual
enlightenment. He believed that stylistic devices—
such as metaphors, allegories, and rhetorical
questions—served not only to enhance textual
beauty but also to prompt reflection, introspection,
and ultimately transformation in the reader. For
example, his readings of verses addressing divine
mercy or human accountability often emphasized
the use of rhythm, sound patterns, and imagery to
instill reverence and introspection in the listener
(Safavi, 2020). He argued that the Qur’an’s use of
emotionally charged language was essential in
stirring the human soul toward tawba (repentance)
and istigama (steadfastness). Imam al-Ridha’s
recognition of this pedagogical dimension
highlights his broader understanding of Qur’anic
eloquence as a multilayered communicative
strategy. Moreover, he believed that the eloquence
of the Qur’an was divinely suited to the intellect
and emotions of every generation, thus reinforcing
its timeless and universal relevance (Tabatabai,
2023).

In addition to his linguistic insights, Imam al-
Ridha’s views on Qur’anic eloquence had a
significant influence on later exegetical traditions
across both Sunni and Shi‘i schools of thought. His
approach, which combined philological precision
with theological reflection, laid the groundwork for
exegetes to explore new rhetorical dimensions of
the Qur’anic text. Classical commentators such as
al-Zamakhshart and al-Razi echoed many of Imam
al-Ridha’s insights in their own tafsir works,
particularly in their attention to word choice,
syntactical arrangement, and thematic continuity.
Furthermore, contemporary scholars continue to
draw upon Imam al-Ridha’s emphasis on the
Qur’an’s persuasive power, especially in
addressing modern challenges in hermeneutics,
linguistics, and interfaith discourse. His insistence
on the Qur’an’s unique capacity to balance
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aesthetic grace with logical rigor has become a
reference point in comparative studies of religious
texts. By elevating the study of Qur’anic eloquence
beyond literary critique to encompass ethical and
theological dimensions, Imam al-Ridha introduced
a comprehensive model for engaging with the
sacred text—one that is as spiritually enriching as
it is intellectually rigorous (Tabarsi, 1971).

In conclusion, this study reaffirms that Imam al-
Ridha’s contributions to the understanding of
Qur’anic eloquence are both profound and
enduring. His nuanced appreciation of the Qur’an’s
linguistic sophistication, structural harmony, and
ethical potency underscores the inimitability of the
divine text. By emphasizing the coherence of
verses, the strategic use of rhetorical devices, and
the didactic function of eloquence, Imam al-Ridha
provided a holistic interpretive framework that
continues to inspire exegetes and scholars. His
insights reveal that the Qur’an’s eloquence is not an
aesthetic surplus but a divine imperative designed
to guide, awaken, and transform. Consequently, the
study of his views offers not only a richer
comprehension of the Qur’an’s miraculous nature
but also a deeper engagement with its enduring
spiritual message.
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