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Abstract

The present study aims to examine the effectiveness of text linguistics
in uncovering the multiple semantic layers of religious texts. In this
context, the Sermon of al-Shigshigiyya is analyzed based on the
textual metafunction within Halliday’s systemic functional linguistics
framework. The research employs a descriptive-analytical method,
analyzing the sermon in terms of thematic structure as well as various
cohesive devices—grammatical, lexical, and conjunctive—that
contribute to its overall coherence. The linguistic findings are
systematically compared and complemented with the interpretations
of prominent Hadith commentators, such as Mulla Muhammad Baqir
al-Majlisi in Bihar al-Anwar and Hashemi Khuei in Minhaj al-Bara‘a,
along with related rhetorical and conceptual studies. In relevant parts
of the analysis, references are also made to managerial insights
derived from the textual structure. The findings reveal a high degree
of structural and semantic cohesion in the sermon, where the full
range of the textual metafunction is skillfully employed to produce a
coherent, dynamic discourse that accurately conveys Amir al-
Mu’'minin (peace be upon him) perspective and emphasizes key
concepts. In most cases, the linguistic patterns align closely with
classical commentarial interpretations. The study demonstrates that
integrating systemic-functional linguistic analysis with reliable
narrative and literary commentaries offers a powerful tool for
revealing the rich semantic and rhetorical layers of religious texts.
This interdisciplinary approach not only deepens literary and figh al-
hadith understanding but also enables the extraction of secondary
meanings and cross-disciplinary insights—such as those relevant to
the field of Islamic management.

Keywords: Nahj al-Balagha, Shigshigiyya Sermon, Hallidayan
Systemic Functional Approach, Textual Metafunction, Islamic
Management.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT
Introduction

The present study investigates the Shigshiqiyya
Sermon attributed to Amir al-Mu’minin (peace be
upon him), aiming to illuminate its textual structure
and cohesive mechanisms through the lens of
Halliday’s Systemic Functional Linguistics,
particularly focusing on the textual metafunction.
Drawing upon the explanatory depth of hadith
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commentaries, especially those by Majlisi in Bihar
al-Anwar and Hashemi Khuei in Minhaj al-Bara’a,
this research highlights how linguistic tools
complement exegetical insights. The Shigshiqiyya
Sermon, widely acknowledged for its historical,
theological, and rhetorical richness, has been
celebrated for centuries due to its eloquence and
powerful expressions of political critique. As Ibn
Abi al-Hadid al-Madaini notes, this sermon
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occupies a space “beneath the Creator’s word and
above the created’s word” (Ibn Abi al-Hadid al-
Madaini, 1983), and it has been repeatedly
referenced by linguists, scholars, and literary critics
(Pahlavan, 2021). Through Halliday’s framework,
the present study delves into thematic structuring,
cohesion devices (grammatical, lexical, and
conjunctive), and the interplay between structure
and meaning to uncover how Amir al-Mu’minin
(peace be upon him) strategically constructs the
sermon’s powerful message. Additionally, the
study demonstrates how the sermon reflects the
rhetorical principle of matching discourse to
context, a hallmark of eloquence recognized by
Islamic  rhetoricians and  linguists  alike
(Sabzianpour, 2010; Sharifi, 2001).

To establish a solid academic foundation, this
research reviews prior studies that have either
explored selected portions of the sermon or
approached it from limited linguistic dimensions.
For instance, Amraei and Bamri (2020) explored
cohesion factors using Halliday and Hasan’s model
but limited their analysis to the first five sections
and did not integrate exegetical perspectives
(Amraei & Bamari, 2020). In contrast,
Mohammadi and Bazobandi (2021) focused on the
interpersonal metafunction and the dynamics
between speaker and audience (Mohammadi &
Bazoubandi, 2021), while Mahmoudi et al. (2019)
addressed discourse strategies from a literary
viewpoint, emphasizing rhetorical aims rather than
structural textual mechanisms (Mahmoudi et al.,
2019). Moreover, Khaledi Sardashti and Mousavi
Bafrouei (2020) contributed an analysis of
phonological choices and their emotional impact
(Khaledi Sardashti & Mousavi Bafrouei, 2021),
whereas Gholami and Hadifard (2024) analyzed
phonetic-semantic harmony through repetition and
word selection (Gholami & Hadi Fard, 2024).
Each of these studies provided valuable insights,
yet none offered a comprehensive synthesis of
linguistic analysis and classical commentary.
Therefore, the current study fills a critical research
gap by uniting contemporary linguistic theory with
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Islamic exegetical traditions in a thorough
examination of the sermon’s full text.

The methodological backbone of this study is
Halliday’s functional
particularly his three metafunctions: ideational,
interpersonal, and textual (Halliday, 1985, 1994).
The textual metafunction, which is the focal point
here, reveals how language constructs coherent and
contextually = embedded  texts.  Halliday’s
categorization of thematic structures (such as
marked and unmarked Themes), information
structures (given-new), and cohesion mechanisms
(e.g., reference, substitution, ellipsis, conjunction)

systemic grammar,

provides a robust model for examining how
meaning unfolds and links across textual units.
Furthermore, this analysis aligns with and expands
on concepts in classical Arabic rhetoric,
particularly in the discipline of ma‘ani, which
similarly considers how sentence structure serves
communicative intent (Salehi, 2007). For example,
the strategic placement of prepositional phrases or
emphatic particles at the beginning of a sentence—
akin to thematic marking in Halliday’s terms—has
long been noted in rhetorical theory as a means of
creating emphasis, emotional impact, and stylistic
elegance (Majidi & Alizadeh Teymurluyi, 2019).
By examining such features across the sermon, the
study demonstrates the shared concerns and
synergies between classical Islamic and modern
linguistic thought. The linguistic findings are
systematically compared and complemented with
the interpretations of prominent Hadith
commentators, such as Mulla Muhammad Bagqir al-
Majlisi in Bihar al-Anwar and Hashemi Khuei in
Minhaj al-Bara ‘a, along with related rhetorical and
conceptual studies. In relevant parts of the analysis,
references are also made to managerial insights
derived from the textual structure.

The linguistic analysis identifies a remarkable
degree of structural variety and coherence in the
sermon’s opening thematic configurations.
Elements such as vocatives, modal particles, and
emphatic devices often precede the experiential
Theme, forming complex marked Themes that
draw attention to emotional states or evaluative
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judgments. For instance, the opening “Ama wa-
Allah lagad tagammasaha fulan,” includes
structural (Ama), interpersonal (wa-Allah), and
experiential elements, culminating in a powerfully
loaded sentence that sets the tone for the sermon
(Majlisi, 1984). Furthermore, the grammatical
cohesion through reference—both anaphoric and
cataphoric—is meticulously employed. Pronouns
such as “ha” often refer back to the central theme
of khilafah (caliphate), sustaining semantic
continuity. These linguistic strategies are
consistent with Majlisi’s and Khuei’s exegetical
interpretations, which emphasize that the apparent
emotional intensity of the sermon is not merely
rhetorical flourish but a deliberate effort to convey
theological truths with maximum clarity and force
(Hashemi Khuei, 1980). Similarly, cataphoric
references such as “hadhihi al-naza’ir” delay the
disclosure of referents to build suspense and guide
audience anticipation, a method well-recognized in
classical oratory and reinforced by modern
discourse analysis (Amiri Khorasani & Ali Nejad,
2015).

Further reinforcing the sermon’s cohesion are
substitution and ellipsis mechanisms, which
eliminate redundancy and maintain textual
economy. For example, instances of nominal
substitution such as “al-akhar” (the other)
efficiently replace longer phrases while preserving
clarity and referential coherence. Ellipsis, on the
other hand, often operates in environments where
context and shared knowledge render certain
expressions redundant. This is notably effective in
preserving the sermon’s rhetorical pace and
emotional intensity. In alignment with Halliday’s
observations, such mechanisms are particularly
meaningful in texts with dense intertextual and
cultural resonance, such as religious sermons
(Yarmohammadi, 2004). The analysis also
uncovers a high frequency of additive and
adversative conjunctions that clarify argumentative
structure and guide interpretive logic. These
cohesive ties correspond with the complex
argumentative style typical of sermons, where
theological, historical, and emotional appeals must
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intertwine seamlessly. This interweaving is
mirrored in traditional commentary, where
exegetes such as Majlisi incorporate a broad range
of sources—Qur’anic verses, hadiths, and earlier
scholarly opinions—to substantiate interpretive
claims (Majlisi, 1984).

This study demonstrates the effectiveness of
applying Hallidayan textual analysis to deepen the
understanding of Sermon al-Shigshiqiyyah. The
findings reveal a sermon characterized by
exceptional structural and semantic cohesion,
achieved through the skillful use of thematic
organization and a dense network of cohesive
devices by Amir al-Mu’minin (peace be upon him).
These linguistic choices function not merely as
formal features but serve crucial roles in structuring
the narrative, conveying perspective, managing
tone, and emphasizing key theological and
historical points. The linguistic analysis, in most
instances, corroborates and provides a systematic
basis for the interpretations found in the classical
commentaries of Majlisi and Khuei. The research
confirms that integrating SFL analysis with reliable
Hadith-rhetorical commentaries offers a potent
methodology for exploring the intricate layers of
meaning in Hadith texts. This interdisciplinary
approach not only deepens literary and figh al-
hadith understanding but also enables the
extraction of secondary meanings and cross-
disciplinary insights—such as those relevant to the
field of Islamic management. Ultimately, this study
highlights how contemporary linguistic tools, used
in dialogue with traditional scholarship, can
illuminate the sophisticated textual artistry and
enduring communicative power of foundational
religious discourses.
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