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Abstract

The discourse on zakat is among the most significant topics within
Islamic economic jurisprudence. In the transmitted hadiths of the
Prophet Muhammad and the Infallible Imams (peace be upon
them), there are narrations that seemingly indicate a restriction of
zakat to the well-known nine categories, namely: gold and silver
(nukad), the three types of livestock (an‘am thalatha), and the four
types of crops (ghallat arba‘a). However, numerous pieces of
evidence and traditions suggest a broader application of zakat
beyond these nine categories. This has consequently led to
considerable divergence of opinion among Shi‘T scholars.
According to one viewpoint, jurists maintain that the categories of
zakat are exclusively limited to the nine items established during
the time of the Prophet Muhammad (peace and blessings be upon
him and his family). In contrast, another perspective argues against
this limitation, asserting that the categories of zakat are not confined
to these nine. Proponents of this view believe that the items liable
for zakat may evolve over time—just as they expanded beyond the
initial nine categories during the era of the Imams (peace be upon
them). By examining the narrations and the opinions of Shi‘T jurists
in this inquiry, the view that zakat is not restricted to nine categories
is substantiated. This conclusion relies on the theory of the absolute
authority of the Islamic ruler (hakim) in determining the categories
of zakat. Furthermore, based on Qur’anic verses and traditions, it is
demonstrated that zakat may be extended beyond the nine
traditional items with the authorization of the religious guardian
(walt al-ummah).
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT
The subject of zakat occupies a critical position

within Islamic ~ economic jurisprudence,
representing not only a spiritual obligation but also
a socio-economic mechanism aimed at alleviating
poverty and redistributing wealth among Muslims.
Historically rooted in the early Islamic community,
the traditional scope of zakat has often been
interpreted as limited to nine categories: gold and
silver, the three types of livestock (camels, cattle,
and sheep), and four staple crops (wheat, barley,
dates, and raisins). This view is supported by a
multitude of traditions attributed to the Prophet
Muhammad and the Infallible Imams (peace be
upon them), which are cited by classical Imami
jurists such as Ibn Babawayh (Ibn Babawayh,
1994), al-Mufid (Mufid, 1990), and al-Tust (Tusi,
1980). These authorities often argue for the
exclusivity of the nine items based on the Prophet's
practice and the apparent consensus (ijma‘) of early
jurists. However, this exclusive interpretation has
long been contested by other jurists who highlight
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the socio-historical specificity of these narrations.
For instance, the economic reality of early Arab
society—which heavily relied on livestock and a
limited range of crops—dictated the initial
enumeration of zakatable items. Contemporary
critiques argue that such limitations no longer
reflect the diverse sources of wealth in modern
Muslim societies, and thus the categories of zakat
must evolve accordingly.

The divergence among Imam jurists regarding the
scope of zakat illustrates a fundamental tension
between textual literalism and the contextual
application of Islamic law. Notable dissenters like
Ibn Junayd al-Iskafi and more recent scholars such
as Muhammad Taqi Ja‘fari (Jafari Tabrizi, 1998)
have advocated for expanding the scope of zakat to
include commercial goods, contemporary
currencies, and a broader set of agricultural
products. These scholars often cite verses such as
Qur’an 9:103 ("Take from their wealth a charity by
which you purify them") as evidence of a more
general divine mandate that encompasses all types
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of wealth (Tabatabai, 1996; Tusi, 1980).
Additionally, traditions attributed to the Imams that
discuss zakat in non-traditional commodities—Ilike
corn, rice, sesame, and honey—serve as further
justification for extending its scope. This
interpretive approach aligns with the view that the
Prophet’s original categorization was a form of
discretionary governance (hukm wilayi), rather
than a rigid, divinely mandated legal limit.
Accordingly, modern Imamf jurists are justified in
re-evaluating the scope of zakat based on
contemporary socio-economic conditions and the
principle of maslahat (public interest).

From a methodological standpoint, this study
adopts a descriptive-analytical approach grounded
in textual and legal analysis of Qur’anic verses,
canonical hadith compilations, and classical
jurisprudential texts. By  systematically
categorizing the positions of classical and modern
Imamt jurists, the research delineates two primary
schools of thought: those who uphold the
exclusivity of the nine categories and those who
support  the  possibility—or  necessity—of
expansion. The first school, often labeled as the
“majority view,” emphasizes the authority of the
Prophet’s praxis and the doctrinal weight of
narrations from the Imams (Bahrani; Kulayni,
1990). In contrast, the second school presents a
dynamic jurisprudential model in which the role of
the Islamic ruler (hakim) is central to adapting
religious obligations to the needs of the time. The
implications of this debate are far-reaching, not
only for the figh of zakat but also for broader
questions concerning the adaptability of Islamic
law, the scope of the marja‘iyyah (juridical
authority), and the legitimacy of governmental
intervention in religious obligations.

The normative thrust of the research supports the
view that restricting zakat to the nine classical
categories is neither required by the Qur’an nor
sustainable in the modern socio-economic context.
This position is bolstered by rational arguments and
hermeneutic principles such as the necessity of
eliminating  poverty, empowering Islamic
governance, and ensuring economic justice.
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Several contemporary scholars, including Sayyid
Muhammad Bagqir al-Sadr (Sadr, 1983) and Sayyid
Mahmiid Hashimi Shahridi (Hashemi Shahroudi,
2011), have elaborated frameworks through which
the expansion of zakat can be understood as a
secondary ruling (hukm thanawi), invoked when
the primary ruling fails to meet societal needs.
Furthermore, it is argued that the Prophet and the
Imams tailored their application of zakat to the
prevalent modes of wealth during their respective
eras. Consequently, current jurists and religious
authorities are not only permitted but obligated to
adapt the law in a manner that fulfills its original
objectives (maqasid al-shari‘a), such as alleviating
poverty and ensuring distributive justice. In this
view, the state's religious authority is not merely
administrative but inherently interpretive, enabling
it to identify new zakatable items in accordance
with Islamic legal theory.

Another significant dimension of this debate
involves the theological rationale for zakat. Beyond
being an economic tool, zakat functions as a
spiritual mechanism of purification and a test of
social solidarity. The study highlights narrations
where the Imams describe zakat as extinguishing
divine wrath, purifying the soul, and maintaining
communal balance (Hur Amili, 1983). These
metaphysical benefits are intrinsically linked to the
practical  realization  of  zakat’s  goals.
Consequently, any restriction that hinders the
realization of these goals—such as limiting zakat to
outdated forms of wealth—undermines the very
purpose of the institution. The research suggests
that both the literalist and expansionist schools of
thought are concerned with fidelity to divine intent,
but the latter takes a more teleological and
contextualized approach. It insists that modern
currencies and diversified assets, though absent in
early Islamic Arabia, are not inherently excluded
from zakat. Therefore, revisiting the scope of zakat
is not an act of legal innovation (bid‘a), but a
reinstatement of its original function as envisioned
by the Prophet and his successors.

In conclusion, the study argues for a
jurisprudentially grounded but contextually
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sensitive expansion of zakat categories, authorized
through the discretion of the Islamic ruler or the
jurist with comprehensive authority (wali al-amr).
The evidence drawn from Qur’anic texts, prophetic
traditions, and Imami jurisprudential discourse
substantiates the claim that zakat need not be
eternally confined to the classical nine categories.
This reinterpretation is not only doctrinally sound
but also necessary to address contemporary
challenges faced by Islamic societies. A failure to
revise zakat regulations risks rendering this
foundational economic obligation obsolete or
ineffective. Thus, the study recommends that
modern Imami jurisprudence officially recognize
the dynamic nature of zakat and establish
institutional mechanisms to implement its
redefined scope under scholarly supervision.
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