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Abstract

Mystical exegesis is one of the most significant interpretive
approaches adopted by exegetes in understanding the Quran. In this
perspective, mystics attain the inner meanings of the verses based on
ta’'wil (esoteric interpretation), kashf (unveiling), and shuhtd
(spiritual witnessing). At the heart of the teachings of the Holy Qur‘an,
light (nir)—as a multifaceted concept and one of its fundamental
symbols—has played a crucial role in shaping both the material and
spiritual perception of human beings regarding the world and
themselves. Accordingly, this study investigates the instances of the
concept of light in the mystical interpretations of the Qur'an. Light in
the Qur'an encompasses diverse instances, including: sensory light
and material illumination, enlightenment and guidance in life,
knowledge and gnosis, revelation and the descent of the Holy Qur'an,
divine gnosis, the unity of existence (wahdat al-wujud), the
Muhammadan Reality (haqiqat al-Muhammadiyya), and divine truth
and understanding. Based on these meanings, one may consider both
external (zahirT) and internal (batini) interpretations for the instances
of the concept of light. The external instances focus on the worldly
and material aspects of light—where light is regarded as a natural
phenomenon providing daylight and protection from the darkness of
night. On the other hand, internal instances, within the scope of
mystical exegeses of the Qur'an, transform the concept of light into a
more complex metaphor. This article analyzes the instances of the
concept of light in muystical interpretations of the Qur'an and
demonstrates how light evolves from a material concept into a
multidimensional spiritual metaphor—interpreted as the unity of
existence, the Muhammadan Reality, and the connection to divine
truth.

Keywords: Concept of Light, Holy Qur'an, External Instances,
Internal Instances, Mystical Exegesis.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

In Islamic mysticism, the concept of light (nir)
transcends mere physical illumination, embodying
a complex and multi-layered symbolism that has
deeply influenced mystical interpretations of the
Qur'an. At the heart of this perspective lies a dual
hermeneutic framework: the distinction between
zahir (apparent) and batin (esoteric) meanings. This
extended abstract investigates the instances and
meanings of the concept of light as articulated in
the mystical exegeses of prominent Sufi scholars.
Drawing upon the foundational premise that the
Qur’an has manifold meanings accessible through
ta’wil (esoteric interpretation), kashf (unveiling),
and shuhtd (spiritual witnessing), the study
explores how sensory light transforms into a
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metaphor of divine presence, spiritual guidance,
and existential truth. Classical mystics such as
Ghazali describe the Qur’an as an ocean of
knowledge with hidden pearls for those who dive
deep in pursuit of the divine secrets (Ghazali,
1964), while Kashani elaborates on the
overflowing streams of spiritual understanding
originating from the oceanic depths of the Qur'an
(Kashani, 1968). lbn Arabi, one of the most
influential figures in Islamic mysticism, asserts that
every Qur’anic verse holds both an outward
linguistic form and an inward esoteric presence
perceptible to the enlightened hearts (Ibn Arabi,
2003). This duality allows light to emerge not only
as a metaphor for material illumination but also as
a vessel of divine knowledge and truth,
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underscoring its significance as a unifying symbol
in mystical hermeneutics.

In exploring the external manifestations of light,
mystical exegetes consistently frame sensory
light—sunlight, moonlight, or firelight—as
symbolic gateways to understanding the divine. For
instance, Sahl al-Tustari interprets the sensory light
of the sun, moon, and stars as outward signs of
God’s immanent presence in the material world
(Tustari, 2002). Salmi highlights the dual
interpretation of daylight as both a physical and
divine phenomenon, suggesting that visible light is
but a reflection of God’s eternal illumination
(Salmi, 1986). Similarly, Qushayri, analyzing the
verse "Allah is the Light of the heavens and the
earth,” emphasizes how divine light manifests
outwardly to lead the believer inward toward
spiritual clarity (Qunawi, 2002). Light thus
represents a bridge from the material to the
metaphysical: as it enables vision in the physical
realm, it also awakens inner sight. This function of
light as guidance is further confirmed through its
association with Islamic scripture. Divine
revelation is described as “a clear light,” a
metaphor pointing not just to its clarity of message
but also to its transformative capacity for the
human soul (Gonabadi, 1965). Through such
instances, mystical exegetes present light as both
the means and the end of the spiritual journey,
mapping a progression from external perception to
internal realization.

Beyond its role in guiding through material and
moral darkness, light also serves as a powerful
metaphor for epistemological clarity and spiritual
insight. Within mystical exegesis, the Qur'an is not
merely read as a legal or ethical code, but as a
dynamic locus of divine knowledge (‘ilm) and
gnosis (ma‘rifa). For Ibn Arabi, divine light is the
very tool through which God makes Himself
known, calling it the “lamp of the heart” that shines
when filled with divine presence (Ibn Arabi,
1982). This metaphor is echoed by Salmi and
Tustari, who argue that the believer’s spiritual
organs—eyes, ears, heart—must be illuminated
with divine light to attain deeper truths (Salmi,

4

1986; Tustari, 2002). Ghazali’s view in Mishkat
al-Anwar is particularly relevant, where he equates
knowledge and light, asserting that true knowledge
arises not through accumulation but through divine
illumination (Ghazali, 1998). The metaphorical
chain extends further: science is the wick, patience
the oil, trust the flame, and contentment the light—
culminating in the radiant soul capable of
discerning truth. The Qur’anic prayer “O Lord,
increase me in knowledge” becomes in this context
a plea for greater light (Ghazali, 1998). This
theology of light and knowledge aligns with the
view of Mulla Sadra, who defines knowledge as
synonymous with existence and light, irreducible to
rational definitions due to its self-evident nature
(Sadr al-Muta'allihin, 1987).

Another layer of mystical interpretation emerges in
the notion of divine presence and theophany. The
cosmos, in this reading, is a stage upon which the
Divine manifests through light in varying degrees.
Ibn Arabi expands this idea into a sophisticated
metaphysics, wherein all of creation is seen as a
manifestation of divine names and attributes,
differentiated not in essence but in degree of light
(Ibn Arabi, 1991). He distinguishes three levels of
divine light: the light of the Essence (nur al-dhat),
the light of Attributes (ntr al-sifat), and the light of
Acts (nur al-af‘al). The first is unknowable and
absolute, the second makes divine characteristics
intelligible, and the third is observable in natural
phenomena and human history. Thus, even
miracles—such as the transformation of Moses’s
hand into radiant light—are seen as both physical
signs and metaphysical disclosures (Amoli, 1993;
Ghazali, 1964). The Qur’an’s light, then, is not
confined to guidance or knowledge alone but
operates as a vehicle for theophanic reality. It
enables a sacramental view of the world, where
every element bears witness to divine presence and
unity. In this schema, revelation and existence
mirror each other; one is the written light, the other
the enacted light.

The Qur’anic notion of revelation itself is described
in mystical exegeses as a descent of divine light
into human language. Here, light is not just a
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metaphor but a medium—bridging the ineffable
and the comprehensible. Ibn Arabi interprets “clear
light” as the dual aspect of the Qur'an: both as
divine speech and as the inward truth that can only
be accessed by those whose hearts are receptive
(Ibn Arabi, 2003). Ghazali, in similar fashion,
posits that the prophetic light (niir Muhammadi) is
the archetypal lamp through which divine wisdom
is distributed (Ghazali, 1964). From this
standpoint, the Prophet becomes the “lamp” housed
in the “niche” of creation—both mirror and conduit
of divine light. Amoli further elaborates that the
Qur’an’s descent in material form is a mode of
divine manifestation within the sensory world,
enabling human beings to comprehend and
internalize metaphysical truths (Amoli, 1968).
Thus, the act of revelation is no longer a historical
event but a recurring ontological process wherein
divine light continually seeks form in the human
heart. In this dynamic of descent (tanazzul) and
ascent (‘urdj), light becomes the vehicle for
transformative encounter between the finite and the
Infinite.

Finally, among the highest levels of mystical
engagement with light is its identification with the
concept of hagiga  Muhammadiyya (the
Muhammadan Reality). Mystics argue that the
Prophet Muhammad is not only the final messenger
but the primordial light (niir Muhammadi) from
which all creation emanates. This ontological light
is described as the first manifestation of divine will,
serving as the archetype for all prophetic missions
and as the metaphysical blueprint of existence.
Tustari relates how this light was created before all
things and remained in divine contemplation for a
millennium before the physical creation began
(Tustari, 2002). Ghazali and Ibn Arabi go further,
identifying the Prophet as the very lamp through
which divine knowledge is channeled to the
cosmos (Ghazali, 1964; Ibn Arabi, 1982). Mulla
Sadra expands this to posit that the Muhammadan
light is the ultimate mirror of divine names and
attributes—so pure and encompassing that it alone
can act as the intermediary between the divine and
the created realms (Sadr al-Muta'allihin &

Yn

Mohammad, 2010). In this final articulation, light
is no longer a metaphor or even a mode of
revelation; it becomes synonymous with being
itself. Through the light of Muhammad, all else is
illuminated, formed, and made intelligible. The
human heart, when cleansed and receptive, reflects
this original light—thereby actualizing its highest
potential in unity with the divine source.

In conclusion, the mystical exegesis of the Qur’an
elevates the concept of light from a mere physical
phenomenon to the supreme metaphor of divine
presence, knowledge, guidance, revelation, and
ontological truth. Through a hermeneutic that
emphasizes both the apparent and hidden meanings
of the Qur’anic text, light becomes the key to
unlocking the deepest layers of spiritual reality.
The exegetes' diverse interpretations—from
sensory perception and epistemic clarity to
theophanic manifestation and Muhammadan
ontology——collectively demonstrate how light
functions as the central axis around which the
cosmos, scripture, and soul revolve. This
multifaceted conception reveals a profound
spiritual anthropology in which the human being,
guided by divine light, is destined not just for moral
rectitude but for existential illumination.
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