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Abstract

Conceptual metaphor is one of the cognitive mechanisms within the
field of semantics that offers a distinct perspective on the notion of
metaphor. In this view, metaphor is regarded as a mental-linguistic
process analyzed thematically within semantic memory. That is,
metaphorical terms are associated based on the retrieval of existing
information stored in long-term memory. This perspective
considers the understanding and expression of abstract concepts
through more tangible concepts as an application of metaphor. The
Holy Qur’an, as the sacred book of Muslims and the miracle of the
Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him), is replete with abstract
concepts. To facilitate the understanding of such notions by its
audience, the Qur’an employs image schemas and conceptual
metaphors. The present study, conducted using a content analysis
method, investigates image schemas and conceptual metaphors in
Juz’ 21 to 26 of the Qur’an. The findings of the study indicate that
with the expansion of the conceptual domains progressing from the
beginning toward the end of the surahs, based on the chronological
order of revelation, the use of conceptual metaphor has likewise
increased. The more the text addresses abstract and unknown
concepts, the more frequent the application of conceptual
metaphors becomes. Furthermore, no significant difference is
observed between the source and target domains in the selected
surahs. In conclusion, it is noteworthy that among the various types
of conceptual metaphors found in the mentioned surahs, structural
metaphors occur with the highest frequency, followed by
orientational and ontological metaphors.

Keywords: Cognitive linguistics, conceptual metaphor, Holy
Qur’an, Juz’ 21 to 26.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT
The study entitled An Analysis of Metaphorical

Concepts in Juz’ 21 to 26 of the Holy Qur’an from
a Cognitive Perspective explores the intricate
network of conceptual metaphors employed in a
crucial segment of the Qur'anic text. Rooted in the
cognitive linguistics framework as developed by
Lakoff and Johnson, the research challenges
traditional rhetorical and literary views of metaphor
and repositions metaphor as a fundamental
mechanism for structuring abstract thought through
embodied, sensorimotor experiences. The paper
begins by contextualizing metaphor within
cognitive semantics, describing how abstract
domains—such as life, the afterlife, moral
behavior, or divine attributes—are rendered
comprehensible through metaphorical mappings
from more concrete, familiar domains such as
commerce, architecture, agriculture, or physical
directionality. By adopting the notion that
metaphors function through mental mappings
between source and target domains (Kovecses,
2010; Lakoff, 1992), the study proposes that the
Qur’anic language is rich with systematic
metaphorical structures aimed at conceptualizing
complex spiritual and existential truths in
accessible, embodied terms. This theoretical
grounding paves the way for a detailed content
analysis of Juz’ 21 to 26, a section of the Qur’an
notable for its thematic progression from worldly
affairs to eschatological concerns. The authors
argue that this shift in focus corresponds with an
increasing density and complexity of metaphor
usage, reflecting the Qur’an’s pedagogical strategy
for communicating abstract theological messages
through concrete linguistic imagery (Mohammadi
Asiabadi, 2012).

In terms of methodology, the research follows a
descriptive-analytical approach, utilizing content
analysis to systematically extract, classify, and
interpret metaphorical expressions from the
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Qur’anic text. Data collection was conducted
through a library-based method, drawing from the
primary text of the Qur’an and supported by
classical exegeses and scholarly works on
metaphor theory. Each identified metaphor was
examined in light of its source domain (concrete,
experiential) and target domain (abstract,
theological), thereby allowing the researchers to
determine the metaphor’s function in shaping
religious knowledge and spiritual cognition. The
analysis categorized metaphors into three major
types: structural metaphors, orientational (or
directional) metaphors, and ontological metaphors
(Kovecses, 2014). For instance, structural
metaphors such as “life is a commodity” or “the
afterlife is a harvest” organize abstract concepts
into well-known experiential frames (Mostafavi,
2009). Directional metaphors such as “good deeds
are up” and “evil is down” encode moral values
spatially. Ontological metaphors like “actions are
seeds” or “time is a garment” bestow concrete
objecthood to abstract phenomena, enabling
conceptual ~ manipulation. This tripartite
classification, rooted in cognitive semantics, guides
the entire analytical framework of the paper.
The findings reveal a robust prevalence of
metaphorical structuring in the selected surahs,
with a clear dominance of structural metaphors.
Examples include “life is a game” (Raghib
Esfahani, 1991), “earthly life is a deceptive
commodity,” “the afterlife is a field of harvest,”
and “actions (good or evil) are physical labor.”
These metaphors not only make abstract religious
themes accessible but also reinforce the moral and
spiritual messages of the Qur’anic discourse.
Orientational metaphors, though less frequent,
offer significant insights—such as the idea that
righteous speech and action “ascend” to God,
whereas misdeeds metaphorically “descend” or
weigh the soul down. Ontological metaphors,
meanwhile, bridge the gap between conceptual



ol O e 9 S 20

understanding and lived experience by portraying
immaterial realities—such as divine closeness,
moral accountability, or spiritual transformation—
in tangible terms. Notable cases include the
metaphor “God’s nearness is like a jugular vein”
(Ibn Arabi, 2001), which captures the immediacy
and intimacy of divine presence. Another
significant metaphor, “friendship with other than
God is like a spider’s web,” illustrates the fragility
and unreliability of misplaced allegiance. Such
metaphors not only depict abstract concepts with
clarity but also carry affective and evaluative force,
shaping the believer’s ethical sensibility and
worldview.

The discussion section elaborates on the cognitive
and rhetorical utility of these metaphorical
constructs, situating the Qur’anic use of metaphor
within  broader linguistic and theological
paradigms. It highlights how metaphor serves not
merely as an ornamental device but as an
epistemological tool that mediates between divine
discourse and human understanding. Structural
metaphors are shown to operate as scaffolds for
moral reasoning—by equating life to trade, deeds
to construction, and paradise to reward, the text
makes abstract eschatological teachings graspable
through familiar socio-economic experiences.
Directional metaphors play a pivotal role in the
Qur’an’s affective economy, encoding moral
evaluation through vertical spatial imagery—
linking goodness with elevation and corruption
with descent. Ontological metaphors extend this
effect by enabling the reification of processes and
states: for example, by casting actions as
consumables or garments, the Qur’an embeds
ethical consequences within the very fabric of
physical existence. The discussion further notes
that these metaphorical patterns are not randomly
dispersed but show thematic continuity and
escalation within the progression of Juz’ 21 to 26.
This internal cohesion suggests deliberate
rhetorical  structuring, aligned  with  the
chronological unfolding of revelation and
pedagogical intent of the scripture.

o

Moreover, the study observes that the conceptual
domains used in metaphors remain consistent
across the examined surahs, indicating a shared
cognitive framework rather than context-specific
metaphor generation. This finding suggests a
universalizing tendency in Qur’anic metaphor
usage, aligning with its claim to be a guidance for
all humanity. For instance, metaphors of trade,
agriculture, and construction recur across different
theological topics and rhetorical settings, pointing
to their foundational role in the Qur’an’s
conceptual economy. Additionally, the prevalence
of visual and sensorimotor metaphors underlines
the Qur’an’s embodied approach to knowledge
transmission. The metaphor “good deeds are
garments” does not merely imply coverage but also
connotes protection, honor, and social identity.
Similarly, “evil is a wound” not only implies moral
corruption but invokes visceral imagery of harm
and suffering. These insights highlight the Qur’an’s
strategy of integrating conceptual depth with
sensory immediacy, thereby ensuring both
cognitive engagement and emotional resonance.
The authors also acknowledge the influence of
classical exegesis in interpreting these metaphors,
yet maintain that a cognitive linguistic framework
allows for a more systematic and theoretically
grounded analysis.

In conclusion, this study affirms that conceptual
metaphor is a central feature of the Qur’anic
linguistic and cognitive landscape. It demonstrates
that the Qur’an systematically employs metaphor
not only to communicate complex theological
doctrines but also to render them experientially
meaningful to a diverse and multi-generational
audience. By mapping abstract religious themes
onto tangible domains of human experience, the
Qur’an enables its readers to navigate spiritual
truths using the scaffolding of everyday cognition.
The findings underscore the Qur’an’s rhetorical
sophistication and its deep alignment with human
cognitive structures. This research not only
contributes to Qur’anic studies and cognitive
linguistics but also offers pedagogical implications
for religious education and interpretive
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methodology. Ultimately, it showcases the
Qur’an’s enduring capacity to speak across time
through the universal language of metaphor.
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