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Abstract

The aim of this study is to provide a comprehensive analysis of the Buyid
dynasty’s religious policies and evaluate their cultural, political, and social
consequences. The research method is historical-analytical and is based on
early historical texts. The religious activism of the Buyid dynasty, as one of
the most prominent aspects of its rule, had a profound impact on the cultural,
religious, and political developments of the Islamic world during the 10th
and 11th centuries CE. This study examines the Buyids' religious initiatives,
including their support for Shiite rituals, engagement with Shiite scholars,
and reforms within the administrative and judicial systems. The main
research question is: How did the Buyid religious activism contribute to the
consolidation of Shiite identity and the weakening of the Abbasid Caliphate?
The significance of this research lies in its contribution to understanding the
role of religious diplomacy in shaping political and religious
transformations during the Islamic era, and the necessity of analyzing the
structural impact of religious policies on historical societies. Hence, the
primary question is: What effect did the Buyid religious activism have on
strengthening Shiite identity and diminishing the influence of the Abbasid
Caliphate? The hypothesis of this study posits that the Buyid dynasty’s
religious activism—through the promotion and institutionalization of Shiite
rituals—played a pivotal role in undermining Abbasid authority and
bolstering Shiite power bases. The findings reveal that the Buyids’ religious
diplomacy not only reinforced Shiite identity and political-religious
structures but also led to tensions between Sunni and Shiite communities,
significantly weakening the authority of the Abbasid Caliphate.

Keywords: Buyid Dynasty, Religious Activism, Shiite Rituals, Abbasid
Caliphate, Shiite Identity, Religious Tension.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT
The religious activism of the Buyid dynasty during

the 10th and 11th centuries CE played a pivotal role
in shaping the religious and political landscape of
the Islamic world. Emerging at a time when the
Abbasid Caliphate was politically weakened, the
Buyids utilized their rise to power as an opportunity
to institutionalize Shiite identity through deliberate
religious policies. These policies not only included
the promotion of specific Shiite rituals such as
Ashura mourning and Eid al-Ghadir celebrations
but also strategic engagement with prominent
Shiite scholars and restructuring the judicial-
administrative system to favor Shiite interests. The
Buyids capitalized on the absence of a present and
commanding Imam in the Twelver Shiite doctrine,
allowing them political autonomy  while
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simultaneously claiming religious legitimacy
(Kramer, 1996). By appointing respected scholars
like al-Sharif al-Radi and establishing religious
institutions under Shiite leadership, the Buyids
aimed to construct a public religious sphere that
prominently featured Shiite symbols and doctrines,
fostering a communal identity distinct from Sunni
orthodoxy. This instrumentalization of religion for
political consolidation not only altered internal
governance but also contributed to the
reconfiguration of sectarian dynamics in Baghdad
and other key Islamic centers (Marashi, 1966).
Central to this process was the Buyid commitment
to reviving and publicly celebrating Shiite religious
rituals. The state-sponsored observance of Ashura

marked a historical moment, as it was the first time
the martyrdom of Imam Hussein was
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commemorated publicly on such a wide scale.
Descriptions by contemporary historians such as
Ibn Jawzi and 1bn Athir highlight the suspension of
normal commercial activities and widespread
public mourning, including street processions and
symbolic acts of grief (Ibn Athir, 1979; Ibn Jawzi,
1991). These practices deeply contrasted with
Sunni traditions and provoked religious tensions.
Similarly, the Buyid encouragement of Eid al-
Ghadir as a state holiday further emphasized the
legitimacy of Imam Ali's succession and, by
extension, the Shiite vision of authority. The
ritualistic opposition of Eid al-Ghadir to Sunni
narratives functioned as a symbolic reclaiming of
religious authority. Moreover, the Buyids
undertook extensive efforts to reconstruct and
embellish the shrines of Shiite Imams, particularly
in Najaf, Karbala, and Kazimayn, transforming
them into major pilgrimage sites. These projects
were not only devotional acts but also socio-
political investments in cultivating a loyal Shiite
base. As chronicled by Al-Ta’ameh and others, the
construction of educational facilities and
infrastructure surrounding these shrines created
vibrant Shiite urban centers that rivaled Sunni-
dominated cities in spiritual and intellectual
influence (Al-Ta’ameh, 2014).

This religious vision was further reinforced by
strategic alliances with leading Shiite scholars. The
Buyids extended patronage to renowned clerics like
Sheikh Mufid and Sayyid al-Murtada, granting
them both academic autonomy and political
visibility (Mas’udi, 1970). Their establishments,
including “Dar al-‘Ilm,” flourished under Buyid
financial support, cultivating a generation of
scholars such as Sheikh Tusi. In return, these
clerics supported the regime by legitimizing its
policies within religious discourse and refraining
from overt political criticism. This reciprocal
relationship illustrates the depth of integration
between political authority and religious
intellectualism in Buyid strategy. The works and
institutional legacies of these scholars laid the
groundwork for what would become core
components of Shiite theology and jurisprudence.
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Their interaction with the Buyid court reflects a
period of unprecedented intellectual openness that
enabled a reconfiguration of Shiite identity into a
more structured and cohesive socio-political force
(Yusefian, 2017). Moreover, the Buyid utilization
of Shiite symbols in courtly culture, legal
discourse, and public rituals blurred the lines
between faith and governance, challenging the
monopoly of Sunni legal and theological
dominance in the Islamic empire.

Simultaneously, the Buyid administration
implemented significant reforms within the
bureaucratic and judicial structures to align more
closely with Shiite jurisprudence. The appointment
of Shiite judges and bureaucrats altered the
sectarian composition of state institutions and
disrupted the entrenched Sunni-centric norms of
the Abbasid state. By integrating Shiite legal
frameworks into the judicial system, the Buyids
enabled the institutionalization of Twelver Shiite
law, effectively introducing pluralism into a system
historically dominated by Sunni schools, especially
the Hanafi madhhab (Faqihi, 19778). This transition
was not merely symbolic but had direct
implications for property rights, religious
endowments, and legal proceedings. It provided
structural legitimacy to Shiite jurisprudence and
empowered Shiite scholars to adjudicate disputes in
accordance with their doctrine. The effects of these
changes extended beyond Baghdad, influencing
legal and educational systems in regions under
Buyid control. These administrative reforms reflect
a conscious effort to embed Shiite values into the
mechanisms of governance, further illustrating the
intersection of religious ideology and statecraft
during the Buyid era (Taqush, 20009).

Despite their successes, the Buyid religious
policies provoked significant backlash from Sunni
establishments and the Abbasid caliphs. The caliph
al-Qadir, in particular, undertook measures to
counterbalance the Shiite surge by reinforcing
Sunni identity through the issuance of anti-Shiite
decrees and the revival of traditional Sunni
symbols of authority (Frye, 1996). These moves
included public affirmations of Sunni theology,
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promotion of Sunni scholars, and resistance to
Shiite  appointments  within  the religious
bureaucracy. At times, the caliphate succeeded in
limiting Buyid religious initiatives by asserting
symbolic authority, even as its political autonomy
remained constrained. Furthermore, the promotion
of Shiite public rituals often led to street-level
conflicts between Shiite and Sunni populations,
especially in Baghdad. These confrontations,
sometimes escalating to violent riots, underscored
the volatile nature of sectarian politics under Buyid
rule (Ibn Kathir, 1986). The Buyids occasionally
responded to such tensions by enforcing
restrictions on certain ceremonies or by issuing
edicts to prohibit provocative public discourse.
Nonetheless, these reactions were typically tactical
and did not indicate a retreat from the broader
Shiite agenda. Rather, they reflect the balancing act
the Buyids had to perform in managing the
religious heterogeneity of their empire while
advancing a transformative sectarian agenda.

The Abbasids also experimented with forms of
accommodation as a pragmatic strategy. In some
cases, the caliphs legitimized Buyid authority
through ceremonial gestures, such as bestowing
honorific titles or recognizing Buyid control over
appointments. For instance, the incorporation of
Buyid rulers into the khutbah—normally reserved
for the caliph—was a powerful acknowledgment of
their de facto sovereignty. Similarly, marriages
between Buyid princesses and Abbasid caliphs
symbolized attempts at dynastic integration, even if
such unions rarely yielded political parity. This
partial cooperation highlights the complexity of
Sunni-Shiite relations under the Buyid order. It was
not an era of outright schism but of contested
coexistence, characterized by strategic
concessions, ideological confrontation, and mutual
surveillance (Sabi, 1985). The Buyid insistence on
Shiite ritual prominence coexisted uneasily with
Abbasid efforts to preserve Sunni orthodoxy, and
both sides engaged in calculated maneuvering to
assert influence without inciting full-scale religious
conflict. These dynamics mark the Buyid period as
a unique experiment in sectarian governance,
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where multiple confessional traditions contended
within a shared political framework, and where the
boundaries of religious legitimacy were constantly
negotiated.

In sum, the Buyid dynasty's religious activism
represents a transformative moment in Islamic
history, wherein Shiite identity was not only
protected but actively institutionalized through
state mechanisms. The Buyids’ approach redefined
the role of religion in governance by integrating
Shiite theology, rituals, and scholars into the
apparatus of the state. Their policies had profound
effects on the political standing of the Abbasid
caliphs, the structure of the Islamic judiciary, and
the sociopolitical fabric of urban centers like
Baghdad. These transformations catalyzed the
emergence of a distinctly Shiite public identity that
could operate independently from Sunni religious
authority. Moreover, the Buyid period laid crucial
groundwork for the later Safavid consolidation of
Shiism as a state religion. It also exposed the
potential and perils of religious diplomacy as both
a tool for legitimacy and a source of division. By
constructing a model of sectarian inclusion that
challenged the Sunni orthodoxy of the Abbasids,
the Buyids shifted the trajectory of Islamic history
and reimagined the place of Shiism within the
broader Muslim world.
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