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Abstract

The aim of the present study is to critically and comparatively examine the
principles of freedom and rationality and their educational implications from
the perspective of Mulla Sadra in order to provide a model. The scope of the
study includes books, articles, and research works that have explored the
comparative analysis of the principle of freedom and rationality and their
educational implications from Mulla Sadra's viewpoint, totaling 130
volumes. The data collection tools consisted of documentation and note-
taking from credible sources, articles, and documents, conducted through a
library-based or documentary method. The findings indicated that previous
studies conducted by other researchers were to some extent consistent with
the results obtained in this research. Following the examination and study
of theoretical foundations, research background, and documentation in
relation to articles and scholars, the findings section identified three
dimensions, twelve components, and thirty-six indicators. The dimension of
rationality consists of four components (ethics, intellectual faculties,
practical reason, and theoretical reason); the dimension of freedom includes
four components (individual freedom, spiritual freedom, freedom of speech
and writing, and freedom of thought); and the dimension of dignity
comprises four components (wisdom, human perfection, connection with
God, and understanding of truths).

Keywords: Mulla Sadra, research, principle of freedom, rationality,
educational implications, dignity
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

The comparative investigation into the principles of
freedom and rationality and their educational
implications from the perspective of Mulla Sadra
represents a profound intersection of Islamic
philosophy, human anthropology, and ethics.
Mulla Sadra’s philosophy stands at the zenith of
Islamic  intellectual  tradition,  integrating
ontological principles with a transformative vision
of human development. This study examines how
Mulla Sadra articulates the principles of rationality
and freedom not merely as metaphysical or

epistemological categories, but as ethical and
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educational imperatives in the process of human
actualization. Central to Sadra’s view is the
prioritization of theoretical reason (‘aql nazari)
over practical reason (‘aql ‘amali), positing that the
expansion of human existence is inseparably tied to
the acquisition of wisdom through theoretical
contemplation (Ashtiani, 2016). Ethical failings, in
Sadrian thought, are not merely moral lapses but
are rooted in an ontological poverty that stems from
neglecting rational faculties, particularly the
theoretical intellect (Ebrahimi Dinani, 2019).

Unlike Aristotle, who emphasized practical
rationality as the measure of human excellence,
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Mulla Sadra locates the perfection of the human
being in the intellectual union between the rational
soul and the realm of intelligibles, facilitated by the
active intellect (Deryakulu, 2019). This
metaphysical framework forms the groundwork for
understanding how education should cultivate both
moral and metaphysical insight, orienting the
learner toward a deeper unity with divine truths and
self-realization.

In contrast to modern liberal notions of freedom
that frame liberty as the absence of constraint or the
maximization of choice, Mulla Sadra’s
conceptualization is deeply rooted in ontological
necessity and metaphysical gradation. Freedom in
his framework is not an abstract right but a mode of
being—a capacity to ascend spiritually and
intellectually through the existential hierarchy of
being (Bayertz, 2020). He distinguishes between
types of freedom—spiritual, intellectual, and
individual freedom—emphasizing that true liberty
is achievable only when the human soul liberates
itself from attachment to material realities and
aligns with its rational and divine faculties
(Somekh et al.,, 2018). This alignment is not
immediate but occurs through a dynamic and
continuous process of ontological perfection, a
journey that Mulla Sadra describes through the
doctrine of substantial motion (al-haraka al-
jawhariyya), in which the essence of the self is in
perpetual motion toward higher states of being
(Ebrahimi Dinani, 2014). In this metaphysical
vision, human freedom is both a precondition for
and a result of intellectual illumination. Thus,
education in this framework becomes a vehicle not
for societal adaptation but for existential elevation,
empowering the individual to realize their
ontological potential through the disciplined use of
reason.

The research methodology of this study involved
the selection and review of 130 scholarly texts,
including books, articles, and research papers that
explore the principles of freedom and rationality
from Mulla Sadra’s viewpoint. These texts were
selected purposively to ensure their relevance and
currency. The research employed a document-
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based qualitative approach using coding and
thematic analysis to extract educational indicators
from philosophical categories. Through the
codification process, the study identified three
primary dimensions—rationality, freedom, and
dignity—each encompassing four components and
twelve indicators, totaling thirty-six indicators. The
rationality dimension includes ethical reasoning,
cognitive faculties, practical reasoning, and
theoretical reasoning (Hashemi, 2017). The
freedom dimension incorporates individual liberty,
spiritual autonomy, freedom of expression, and
freedom of thought (Bazargan, 2020). The dignity
dimension—central to Sadrian humanism—
comprises wisdom, human perfection, divine
connection, and truth recognition. These
dimensions reflect a comprehensive model of
educational development grounded in Sadra’s
ontology and anthropological realism. By
identifying these components, the study offers a
novel paradigm for educational practice that
integrates metaphysical development with ethical
cultivation.

From an educational standpoint, the implications of
this Sadrian framework are transformative. The
principle of rationality demands the cultivation of
both logical reasoning and metaphysical intuition,
recognizing the intellect not merely as a tool for
instrumental reasoning but as a faculty capable of
unveiling the deeper realities of existence (Cowen,
2020). Mulla Sadra’s epistemology, which posits
knowledge as a mode of being rather than a
representational act, requires educators to facilitate
experiential learning processes that engage the
student in ontological transformation. Moreover,
the principle of freedom, understood in its Sadrian
sense, necessitates an educational context where
students are guided toward intellectual
emancipation from lower desires and conditioned
thought patterns (Appleton, 2022). The integration
of dignity into the educational process underscores
the holistic aim of education: to guide the student
toward human perfection, defined by proximity to
the divine. This integrative model, grounded in
Sadra’s metaphysical anthropology, challenges
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modern secular paradigms that divorce cognitive
development from spiritual and ethical growth
(Badashti, 2020).

The findings of the research extend to a critical
reassessment of contemporary educational models.
While many modern systems prioritize empirical
knowledge, skill acquisition, and measurable
outcomes, the Sadrian model calls for a deeper
inquiry into the nature of the human subject and the
ultimate telos of education. It questions the
separation of ethics from epistemology and insists
on the reintegration of knowledge, virtue, and
existence into a unified educational pursuit
(Oujabi, 2018). The conceptual model derived
from this study offers a structural framework that
links cognitive development to moral and spiritual
actualization, redefining the roles of educators and
students alike. Educators are seen as facilitators of
ontological growth, and students are viewed as
souls in motion, each capable of reaching higher
stages of being through disciplined engagement
with knowledge and virtue (Helvac, 2022). This
model, while rooted in Islamic metaphysics, has
universal relevance, providing a transcendent
alternative to the reductionist educational
paradigms of the modern world.

In conclusion, this research highlights the unique
philosophical contribution of Mulla Sadra in
articulating a holistic vision of human development
through the principles of rationality and freedom.
His metaphysical anthropology and theory of
knowledge present a profound foundation for
reimagining educational practices that align
intellectual cultivation with moral elevation and
existential fulfillment. The three-fold model of
rationality, freedom, and dignity—each enriched
by detailed components—offers a blueprint for an
education that is not only informative but also
transformative. By returning to  Sadra’s
philosophical roots, the study bridges the gap
between classical Islamic philosophy and
contemporary educational discourse, contributing
to the ongoing project of developing an education
system that addresses the full spectrum of human
potential.
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