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Abstract

Imam Reza (A.S), as one of the most prominent scholarly and religious
figures in Islamic history, played a significant role in consolidating the
monotheistic beliefs of the Shiite community. The purpose of this study is
to examine the rational and scientific methods—such as theological debates,
dialectical reasoning, and hadith-based teachings—employed by Imam
Reza (A.S) in defending monotheistic principles and clarifying the doctrinal
foundations of Shiism. This article first outlines several beliefs and doctrinal
doubts raised by various intellectual groups and sects, then analyzes Imam
Reza’s intellectual foundations in affirming monotheistic beliefs, the impact
of his theological discourse on strengthening Shiite convictions, and his
historical role in confronting theological ambiguities. The findings of the
study reveal that Imam Reza’s enlightening responses—grounded in the
exegesis and analysis of Surah al-Tawhid and other Qur’anic verses, as well
as his direct engagement with questioners—established a coherent doctrinal
discourse that significantly contributed to the affirmation of monotheistic
beliefs and the expansion of the Shiite community.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT
Imam Reza (A.S), the eighth Shiite Imam, lived

during one of the most turbulent yet intellectually
rich periods in Islamic history. Under the Abbasid
caliphate—especially during the reign of al-
Ma’mun—numerous ideological sects, foreign
philosophies, and doctrinal challenges permeated
the Islamic world. Imam Reza’s role as a
theological authority and defender of Islamic
monotheism became especially pronounced in this
climate of intellectual diversity and doctrinal
deviation. His theological confrontations with
dualists, materialists, anthropomorphists, and
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determinists serve as a rich repository of Shiite
doctrinal consolidation. The Imam employed
logical reasoning, dialectical discourse, and
narrative tradition to articulate and reinforce the
monotheistic creed of Shiism. He not only engaged
in direct debates with scholars from various
backgrounds but also reinterpreted Qur’anic verses
such as Surah al-Tawhid to clarify the unique,
uncaused, and indivisible nature of God. These
discourses, often held in the intellectual epicenter
of Khorasan, helped fortify the foundations of

Shiite theology against heretical distortions and
provided a rational framework for understanding
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divine unity that extended beyond mere polemics
and into spiritual praxis (Atarodi, 1986; Kulayni,
1996; Saduq, 1987).

One of the Imam's most significant contributions
lies in his analytical exposition of the ontological
attributes of God, countering prevailing
anthropomorphic  conceptions. Imam Reza
explicitly  rejected notions that attributed
physicality, location, or form to God—ideas
prevalent among literalist Sunni groups such as Ahl
al-Hadith. He categorically stated that attributing
likeness to God constitutes shirk (polytheism) and
that describing Him with spatial attributes
constitutes kufr (disbelief) (Saduq, 1987). He
dismantled arguments suggesting God occupies
physical space or possesses a human form,
emphasizing instead God’s absolute transcendence.
His methodology fused theological refutation with
Qur’anic hermeneutics, drawing on verses such as
“There is nothing like unto Him” (Qur’an 42:11) to
ground his position. The Imam also leveraged
traditions from the Prophet Muhammad (PBUH)
and Imam Ali (A.S) to underscore his arguments,
demonstrating that the proper understanding of
divine nature must negate all anthropomorphic
projections (Al-Atarodi al-Janushani, 1985). By
framing the discourse on divine attributes in these
terms, Imam Reza protected Islamic theology from
corruption and reinforced a pure monotheistic
worldview grounded in transcendentalism and
metaphysical coherence.

Imam Reza’s theological interventions were not
limited to abstract metaphysics but also
encompassed existential and practical questions
concerning divine will, human agency, and moral
responsibility. The Imam vigorously challenged
deterministic doctrines that negated human free
will, which were advanced by the Umayyads and
perpetuated by some Abbasid-aligned theological
currents. He instead espoused the doctrine of “amr
bayn al-amrayn” (a position between absolute
compulsion and complete delegation), which posits
that human beings are endowed with moral agency
while their actions ultimately remain within the
domain of divine will (Rabani Golpayegani, 1989;
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Sayyid Murtada, 1985). This nuanced perspective
allowed Imam Reza to harmonize Qur’anic
concepts of gada (divine decree) and gadar (divine
determination) with the Islamic ethical imperative
of accountability. His epistemological framing of
free will also had significant implications for Shiite
jurisprudence and ethical theory, anchoring moral
obligation in a theological framework that affirms
both divine sovereignty and human responsibility
(Barqi; Kulayni, 1996). This approach not only
neutralized the ethical paralysis encouraged by
determinism but also reinforced the philosophical
foundations of Shiite legal and ethical thought.
Equally important was Imam Reza’s theological
engagement  with  cosmological  questions,
particularly in confronting the dualistic and
materialistic schools such as the Zindigs and
Manicheans. These groups denied the need for a
creator and dismissed the teleological order of the
universe. Imam Reza responded to these claims
through rational proofs of contingency and
causality, emphasizing that the existence of
creation necessitates a non-contingent originator.
His dialogues with skeptics often culminated in
reasoned demonstrations that refuted infinite
regress and established the necessity of a first cause
(Kulayni, 1996; Saduq, 1987). In addressing these
matters, the Imam also explored sensory
perception,  cognition, and  metaphysical
structure—subjects that were growing in
prominence due to the influence of translated
Greek philosophy. Through these discussions,
Imam Reza integrated rational philosophy with
Qur’anic theology, articulating a theocentric
ontology that highlighted the coherence and
intentionality of divine creation. By defending the
temporal origination (huduth) of the universe, the
Imam reinforced the theological premise that God
is not only the uncaused cause but also actively
involved in the maintenance and governance of the
COSMOS.

Imam Reza’s interpretation of Surah al-Tawhid
stands as a centerpiece of his monotheistic doctrine.
He taught that true recognition of God begins with
internalizing the message of this concise yet
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profound surah: that God is One (Ahad), Absolute
(Samad), neither begets nor is begotten, and has no
likeness. He emphasized that the repetition of
phrases such as “Thus is my Lord” (kadhalika
Allahu Rabbi) serves to reinforce an experiential
and intellectual affirmation of divine unity (Saduq,
1987). For Imam Reza, Surah al-Tawhid offered
both a theological manifesto and a spiritual
pathway to divine knowledge. His interpretation
moved beyond literal understanding to a
contemplative reflection on the nature of God’s
singularity, timelessness, and incomparability. This
approach elevated the discourse from mere
doctrinal affirmation to an epistemology of worship
and transcendence. It also marked a significant
development in the Shiite tradition of interpreting
scripture through the lens of Imamate authority. In
this regard, Imam Reza’s exegesis shaped the
contours of Shiite hermeneutics and reinforced the
primacy of the Imams as the ultimate interpreters
of divine revelation.

The Imam’s legacy in consolidating monotheistic
thought also involved a systematic deconstruction
of inherited beliefs that distorted Islamic theology.
He identified and refuted the infiltration of Jewish,
Christian, and Zoroastrian doctrines into Islamic
theological discourse, particularly in matters of
divine determinism and anthropomorphism. For
example, he drew explicit parallels between the
Jewish assertion that “God’s hand is tied” and
deterministic Muslim claims that negate divine
will’s dynamism (Abu Zuhra, 1989; Nishapuri
Qutb al-Din, 1993). In doing so, Imam Reza
articulated a critique of cultural syncretism that
corrupted Islamic teachings. His intellectual
resistance to these influences served a dual
purpose: safeguarding doctrinal purity and reviving
the rational-spiritual foundations of Islam. This
intellectual purification was especially critical
during a time when the Abbasid regime used
theological discourse as a tool of political
manipulation. Imam Reza's opposition to such
instrumentalization of theology positioned him as
both a defender of orthodoxy and a beacon of

Yo

principled resistance against authoritarian co-
optation of religion.

In conclusion, Imam Reza’s doctrinal leadership
during a period of theological upheaval and
political manipulation was pivotal in preserving the
integrity of Islamic monotheism. Through his
systematic ~ engagement  with  theological
adversaries, his philosophical clarity in addressing
questions of divine nature, will, and justice, and his
emphasis on scriptural interpretation grounded in
spiritual  insight, Imam Reza forged a
comprehensive doctrinal framework that fortified
Shiite beliefs. His intellectual legacy not only
countered heretical doctrines and anthropomorphic
distortions but also provided an enduring model for
reconciling reason with revelation. As a result,
Imam Reza’s contributions remain a cornerstone in
the architecture of Shiite theology, embodying the
synthesis of faith, rationality, and spiritual depth
that defines the core of Islamic monotheistic
thought.
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