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Abstract

This article aims to analyze and investigate economic education from
the perspective of the Holy Qur'an. Employing a descriptive-analytical
approach, the study explores foundational concepts and educational
principles within Qur'anic economic discourse, using interpretive
sources, Qur'anic verses, and previous research. The findings reveal that
economic education in the Qur'an is a multidimensional construct
integrating moral, spiritual, and social values within the economic
domain. Principles such as financial responsibility, contentment,
moderation, earning lawful income, and almsgiving form the
foundation of faithful economic behavior. Content analysis of economic
verses highlights the alignment between Qur'anic teachings and
practical economic conduct. Furthermore, the role of prophets in
guiding the economic development of communities underscores the
importance of moral leadership in achieving justice, piety, and social
advancement. Overall, the Qur'an offers a comprehensive model of
economic education aimed at cultivating a responsible, God-centered,
and ethical economic human being.

Keywords: Economic education, Holy Qur'an, moderation,
contentment, work and effort, zakat, economic justice
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT
Economic education, as a concept deeply rooted in

both individual moral development and social
responsibility, occupies a prominent place in the
Qur’anic worldview. Unlike secular economic
theories that often treat economic behavior as
value-neutral, the Qur’an intertwines economic
principles with ethical and spiritual mandates. This
article seeks to analyze the educational
foundations, concepts, and behavioral directives
that shape economic education in the Holy Qur'an.
Using a descriptive-analytical method, the study
draws from Qur’anic verses and prior academic
literature to provide a coherent model of economic
upbringing aimed at cultivating human beings who
are not only economically active but also morally
and spiritually accountable. Economic education
from the Qur’anic perspective emphasizes inner
transformation, social justice, and responsible
consumption over mere accumulation of wealth.
The focus of this study is to identify Qur’anic
principles that inform economic ethics, including
contentment, moderation, lawful earnings,
financial accountability, and altruism. In doing so,
it brings to light how the Qur’an functions not only
as a religious text but as a comprehensive guide to
socioeconomic behavior.

At the conceptual level, economic education in the
Qur’an is constructed upon a theological
foundation where all wealth is considered a trust
from God. Ownership is viewed not as an absolute
right but a divinely granted responsibility.
According to (Asadi Kani, 2014), the Qur'an
redefines ownership in moral terms, limiting its
usage by ethical norms and social obligations. The
purpose of economic education in this context is to
cultivate a sense of financial stewardship whereby
individuals are expected to align their economic
practices with divine commands and community
welfare. This idea is reinforced through verses that
caution  against  extravagance,  encourage
moderation, and warn of the spiritual dangers of
greed. The Qur’an teaches that wealth should be
pursued not as an end in itself but as a means for
attaining proximity to God, supporting one’s
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family, and aiding the poor. This orientation gives
rise to a unique pedagogical approach where
economic education becomes a vehicle for ethical
instruction and character formation, rather than
mere technical training in financial management.
An essential component of this Qur’anic
framework is the principle of moderation and the
avoidance of wasteful consumption. Verses such as
“Eat and drink, but do not waste. Indeed, He does
not like the wasteful” (Al-A‘raf: 31) serve as
foundational references for Islamic economic
pedagogy. According to (Jadari Ali, 2022), such
teachings promote a sustainable model of
consumption where needs are prioritized over
desires, and resources are utilized efficiently and
justly. This principle is not limited to material
consumption but extends to all economic
behaviors, including investment, production, and
distribution. The Qur’an envisions a balanced
lifestyle where economic decisions reflect restraint,
foresight, and spiritual awareness. The implication
for education is clear: economic curricula inspired
by Qur’anic values must instill in learners a deep
respect for resources, an awareness of their limits,
and a commitment to ecological and
intergenerational  justice.  This  educational
orientation prepares individuals not for competitive
accumulation, but for thoughtful participation in a
moral economy rooted in divine accountability.
Another critical dimension of economic education
in the Qur’an is the encouragement of lawful labor
and entrepreneurial effort. The Qur’an elevates the
act of earning through legitimate means to a
spiritual practice, stating that “Man will only have
what he strives for” (An-Najm: 39). This emphasis
on lawful earning (kasb halal) is further reinforced
in traditions that equate a worker's sweat with
dignity and a merchant's honesty with piety.
(Amarloo et al., 2019) argues that economic self-
reliance, based on lawful labor, is essential for
personal integrity and social cohesion. The
Qur’anic perspective dissuades from both laziness
and dependence, urging believers to seek their
sustenance while placing their trust in God's
providence. Such teachings support the



ol O e 9 S 20

development of an educational model that not only
fosters technical competence and work ethics but
also integrates spiritual motivation. By framing
labor as both a worldly necessity and an act of
worship, the Qur’an encourages individuals to view
economic activity through the lens of devotion,
responsibility, and communal benefit.

Beyond individual ethics, the Qur’an places a
strong emphasis on social justice and equitable
distribution of wealth. Economic education, in this
framework, involves cultivating a consciousness of
fairness, inclusivity, and solidarity. The obligation
of zakat, the encouragement of voluntary charity
(sadagah), and the condemnation of exploitative
practices such as riba (usury) and fraud are explicit
in the Qur’anic discourse. According to (Shadkam,
2022), these obligations are designed not merely to
support the poor but to prevent the concentration of
wealth in the hands of a few. The Qur’an instructs
believers to share their resources, support
community welfare, and refrain from hoarding or
manipulating markets. Such prescriptions establish
a curriculum of economic justice, where learners
are taught to balance personal gain with social
responsibility. This vision extends into educational
objectives that include empathy, financial ethics,
and civic engagement, ensuring that economic
empowerment does not occur at the expense of
social harmony or moral accountability.

One of the most significant aspects of Qur’anic
economic education is the role of prophetic figures
in modeling and disseminating these values.
Prophets such as Shu‘ayb and Yusuf are depicted
not only as spiritual guides but as economic
reformers who challenge corruption, advocate fair
trade, and implement just economic policies. For
instance, Prophet Shu‘ayb admonished his people
against  fraudulent  practices and weight
manipulation, emphasizing that such behaviors
invite divine punishment. Meanwhile, Prophet
Yusuf's strategic planning during Egypt’s
economic crisis illustrates the importance of
foresight, resource management, and public
service. As (Ahmadi Far, 2014) illustrates, these
narratives are not simply historical accounts but
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educational models for managing resources,
making decisions in times of scarcity, and ensuring
economic stability. They serve as practical
illustrations of how moral leadership can intersect
with economic governance, offering a template for
integrating religious principles into modern
economic systems. Such prophetic examples
enhance the legitimacy of economic education
grounded in faith, demonstrating its applicability
across time and context.

In conclusion, this article has demonstrated that the
Qur’an provides a coherent and comprehensive
model of economic education that transcends the
limitations of secular economic paradigms. Rooted
in ethical monotheism and social justice, Qur’anic
economic teachings guide individuals toward
responsible, balanced, and purposeful economic
behavior. Through principles such as financial
responsibility, moderation, lawful earnings,
altruism, and communal justice, the Qur’an shapes
not only the economic mindset but the spiritual and
ethical fabric of individuals and societies. The
pedagogical value of Qur’anic economic verses lies
in their integrative nature—Ilinking thought with
action, belief with behavior, and self-interest with
collective welfare. As modern societies grapple
with challenges of inequality, consumerism, and
ecological degradation, revisiting the Qur’anic
model of economic education offers valuable
insights into building economies that are not only
efficient but also just, humane, and spiritually
enriching. By cultivating the ethical foundations of
economic activity, the Qur’anic framework
contributes to the formation of economic agents
who are not only productive but also
compassionate, just, and God-conscious.
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