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Abstract

The present study seeks to identify and introduce the exegetical
trends among Iranian Sunnis using a descriptive-analytical method.
After the Iranian people's conversion to Islam, the Holy Qur’an
became the focal point of scholarly activities in the region.
Consequently, various intellectual efforts and services rendered to
Islam and Islamic sciences were primarily centered around
understanding and interpreting the Holy Qur’an. In this context,
Iranian Sunnis were at the forefront of Qur’anic exegesis during the
early Islamic era and throughout earlier centuries. However, over
time, the process of composing exegetical works slowed down.
Following the victory of the Islamic Revolution, significant strides
were once again taken in this field. The Sunni exegetical movement
in Iran experienced notable growth in the post-revolutionary period,
particularly during the 1980s to the 2010s. The study's findings
indicate that during this era, a considerable number of Iranian Sunni
exegetes undertook the task of writing Qur’anic commentaries.
These works have been classified into two major exegetical
currents: the traditionalist exegetical trend and the modernist
exegetical trend.

Keywords: Qur’an, Sunnis, Exegesis, Trend, Traditionalist,
Modernist.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT
The present study aims to explore the exegetical

trends of Iranian Sunni scholars between 1981 and
2011, a period marked by post-revolutionary
intellectual resurgence. The researchers employed
a descriptive-analytical methodology to classify
and introduce the dominant exegetical movements
within Sunni communities in Iran. Historically,
after embracing Islam, the Iranian people placed
the Qur’an at the core of their scholarly and cultural
engagement, producing numerous works in various
Islamic sciences, particularly Qur’anic exegesis.
Iranian Sunnis, especially during the early Islamic
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centuries, made significant contributions to
Qur’anic scholarship. However, this momentum
declined under the Safavid dynasty, which
marginalized Sunni voices. With the triumph of the
Islamic Revolution in 1979, a renewed interest
emerged among Sunni scholars in Qur’anic
interpretation. The study distinguishes between
two major exegetical orientations—traditionalist
and modernist—based on their methodological
preferences, intellectual  foundations, and
interpretive approaches. This distinction not only

reflects shifts in theological discourse but also
mirrors  broader  social, political,  and
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epistemological transformations within Iranian
Sunni communities during the three-decade period
under review.

In the realm of traditionalist exegetical trends, the
authors identify several prominent works and
figures who adhered to classical methodologies
rooted in transmitted knowledge and earlier Sunni
hermeneutics. These works largely reflect a
reliance on established sources such as al-Tabari,
al-Razi, and other seminal exegetes, often
integrating poetry, rhetorical analysis, and
philological commentary. For instance, Golshahi’s
eight-volume  commentary  exemplifies a
commitment to literary embellishment and
traditional motifs, while referencing authoritative
works like Ruh al-Bayan (Golshahi, 2008).
Similarly, Tarjani Zadeh’s Tafsir of Juz' ‘Amma
draws upon sources such as Fakh al-Razi and
Muhammad Abduh (Tarjani Zadeh, 1982). Other
notable contributions include al- ‘Irfan fi Tafsir al-
Qur’an by Akhund Maheri and the concise yet
insightful commentaries of Jafarbay and Abedi.
Despite limitations such as inconsistencies in
referencing and typographical flaws, these
traditionalist works reveal a sustained continuity
with classical Islamic scholarship, primarily
targeting religious scholars and lay audiences in
provincial and border regions. Furthermore, the use
of regional languages such as Turkmen illustrates
the localized reception and dissemination of
Qur’anic knowledge among minority Sunni
communities in Iran.

Conversely, the modernist exegetical trend
signifies a paradigmatic shift in the approach to
Qur’anic interpretation, reflecting the influence of
modern scientific disciplines, social reformist
discourses, and linguistic innovations. Modernist
exegetes sought to respond to the epistemic
demands of contemporary society by bridging the
gap between classical revelation and modern
reason. These interpreters emphasized clarity,
rationality, thematic coherence, and contextual
analysis. Mahmoud Ahmadi’s Tafsir Ghulbazhir,
for instance, integrates the methodologies of
modern interpreters like Sayyid Qutb and Tantawi,
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employing critical approaches to Isra’iliyyat and
focusing on scientific insights and thematic unity
(Ahmadi, 1984). Similarly, Baha al-Din Hosseini’s
Tafsir Furgan combines linguistic analysis with
moral lessons and cultural references, aiming to
make the Qur’an accessible to a broad audience
(Husseini, 2009). The modernist trend also
encompasses works such as Mostafavi’s Tahdhib
al-Tafasir, which employs a more analytical
framework to resolve theological ambiguities, and
the pedagogically oriented tafsir of Veisi, which
reflects influences from both Subhani and
Khorramdel (Khorramdel, 2010; Veisi, 2011).
Several other examples highlight the innovative
diversity within the modernist trend. Notably, the
bilingual and trilingual contributions of scholars
like Naser Subhani, who interpreted the Qur’an in
Kurdish, Persian, and Arabic, illustrate a deliberate
attempt to reach multilingual audiences while
emphasizing grammatical and contextual subtleties
(Sobhani, 2008). Similarly, Khorramdel’s Tafsir
al-Mugtaraf, composed in Arabic, demonstrates an
intertextual engagement with Tafsir al-Muntakhab
and displays a hybrid style that combines
traditional Qur’anic commentary with thematic and
terminological analysis (Khorramdel, 1997). The
exegetical project of Professor Partowmah, written
in exile, reflects an effort to modernize and localize
Qur’anic interpretation for Kurdish readers through
structural divisions of the text and detailed
footnoting practices (Partowmah, 2009). These
cases show that modernist interpretations are not
monolithic but rather encompass a range of
methodological and stylistic innovations, often
combining textual hermeneutics with
contemporary pedagogical strategies.

The classification of exegetical trends into
traditionalist and modernist frameworks also
reveals the changing functions of tafsir literature in
Iranian Sunni communities. While traditionalist
tafsirs tend to focus on internal consistency with
past scholarship and moral-spiritual edification,
modernist tafsirs engage with issues such as
science, ethics, education, and interfaith dialogue.
The modernist trend further reflects the aspiration
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to establish tafsir as a tool for identity construction
and cultural negotiation in a multi-ethnic and
politically centralized nation-state. In this light,
exegetical works such as Sarbazi’s Tabyin al-
Furgan and Mahjur’s Tafsir Mobin manifest a
growing interest in aligning Qur’anic teachings
with contemporary ethical and social concerns
(Mahjur, 2018; Sarbazi, 2005). These
interpretations offer nuanced readings of the
Qur’an that go beyond ritualistic or doctrinal
exposition to address real-life dilemmas faced by
contemporary Muslims. The trend also reflects
broader discourses in Islamic reformism and the
global movement toward contextual Qur’anic
interpretation.

In evaluating the comparative merits of both trends,
it becomes evident that each contributes uniquely
to the ongoing evolution of Islamic thought in Iran.
The traditionalist trend ensures the preservation of
inherited methodologies and theological doctrines,
functioning as a cultural anchor and a symbol of
continuity. However, its limitations include a lack
of responsiveness to contemporary challenges and
occasionally outdated interpretive paradigms. The
modernist trend, by contrast, fosters dynamism,
adaptability, and intellectual engagement with
modern issues but sometimes risks marginalizing
the richness of traditional exegetical heritage. The
tension between these trends reflects the broader
dialectic between tradition and modernity in the
Islamic intellectual world. Furthermore, both
trends illustrate how Iranian Sunni exegetes have
navigated the dual imperatives of faithfulness to
religious tradition and responsiveness to social
change. Ultimately, these exegetical efforts form
part of a larger discourse of Muslim engagement
with sacred texts in a changing world.

In conclusion, the study shows that between 1981
and 2011, Iranian Sunni exegetes produced a wide
array of Qur’anic commentaries that reflect two
dominant interpretive trends: traditionalist and
modernist. These trends are not mutually exclusive
but rather reflect different epistemological and
hermeneutic orientations shaped by sociopolitical
conditions, linguistic communities, and intellectual
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traditions.  The diversity of approaches
demonstrates the richness and vitality of Iranian
Sunni tafsir in the post-revolutionary period. More
importantly, it underscores the role of tafsir as a
dynamic field of inquiry that continues to evolve in
response to shifting cultural, social, and theological
landscapes. As such, the exegetical tradition among
Iranian Sunnis constitutes a critical domain for
understanding the broader processes of Islamic
reform, cultural identity formation, and religious
interpretation in contemporary Iran.
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