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Abstract RS

Based on the teachings of the Qur’an, the divine messages, and the
harmony of its rulings and laws with human nature—as well as the
noble sayings of the Infallibles (peace be upon them)—one can
understand the universality, eternity, and finality of Islam. This truth
can be substantiated for opponents and adversaries through reason,
science, historical evidence, and alignment with innate human
disposition. The present article is a documented scholarly investigation
aimed at critiquing the perspective of the well-known orientalist, Ignac
Goldziher, regarding his assertion that the spread of Islam occurred
through the sword and coercive force. The authors contend that
Goldziher's superficial understanding of the concept of jihad and his
failure to grasp its comprehensive meaning, combined with his
reductive and speculative approach, have led him to an erroneous
judgment. The significance of this discussion lies in the fact that such a
claim has troubled the minds of many seekers and truth-seeking
individuals  regarding Islam.  Therefore, a scholarly and
multidimensional inquiry into this matter is both essential and urgent.
The findings of this descriptive-analytical study indicate that the
religion of Islam—and the totality of Qur'anic verses concerning war
and jihad—demonstrates that Islam has never initiated war or
aggression. The fundamental principle in Islam is peace and
conciliation. However, in the context of defense, as a legitimate and
universally recognized human right, Islam decisively and powerfully
defends the sanctity of the faith and its followers against aggressive
enemies through armed resistance when necessary.

Keywords: Jihad, Religion of the Sword, Goldziher, Expansion of
Islam, Invitation.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT
The critical examination of Ignac Goldziher’s

claim that the spread of Islam was achieved through
coercion and  military  force—commonly
mischaracterized in Western scholarship as a “Holy
War”—necessitates a return to Islamic primary
sources and a contextual understanding of jihad.
This article challenges Goldziher’s presumption by
highlighting the comprehensive meaning of jihad in
Qur’anic  and  prophetic  traditions  and
distinguishing between different types of warfare
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recognized in Islamic jurisprudence. The authors
argue that Goldziher’s interpretation stems from a
superficial and orientalist reading of Islamic
doctrine that disregards the fundamental Islamic
principles of peace, justice, and rational persuasion.
The Qur’an unequivocally affirms that war in Islam
is always a last resort and must be waged only in
self-defense or to protect the oppressed (Al-
Tabarsi, 1954). Furthermore, the principle of no
compulsion in religion (Qur’an 2:256) is not
merely a theological assertion but a legal and moral
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axiom embedded within the structure of Islamic
governance. The authors also refer to the
terminology of “jihad” as distinguished from
“harb” or warfare in Islamic literature, noting that
jihad is primarily a spiritual and defensive effort
with moral, social, and educational dimensions
(Motahhari).

Central to the critique of Goldziher’s thesis is the
historical evidence from the life of Prophet
Muhammad (PBUH), especially the Meccan
period, where Muslims endured persecution and
were forbidden to retaliate. For over a decade, the
Prophet and his followers demonstrated restraint
despite severe oppression, which undermines the
notion of Islam’s military imposition. The authors
provide numerous examples, such as the migration
to Abyssinia and the eventual Hijrah to Medina,
which exemplify Islam’s foundational commitment
to non-violence and peaceful propagation.
Moreover, after establishing a political order in
Medina, Islam maintained coexistence with People
of the Book under agreements like the dhimma
contract, which guaranteed religious freedom in
exchange for a tax similar to zakat. Goldziher’s
argument thus ignores that Islamic military
engagement historically occurred under strict
ethical rules and with the aim of repelling
aggression rather than seeking dominion. The
authors highlight that prominent Islamic jurists,
such as Al-Najafi and Al-Tusi, outlined conditions
under which jihad is permissible, emphasizing its
defensive nature and dependence on the presence
of a just Imam or legitimate authority (Al-Najafi,
1988; Al-Tusi).

The article also contextualizes the
misunderstanding of jihad in Western literature,
where orientalist figures like Goldziher contributed
to the mischaracterization of Islamic ethics. By
labeling jihad as “Holy War,” Goldziher follows a
Eurocentric framework rooted in medieval
Christian crusades, which fails to capture the
Qur’anic ethics of proportionality, humanitarian
restraint, and justice. Indeed, the Prophet explicitly
forbade harming non-combatants, destroying
crops, or engaging in wanton violence. These

Y\%

principles are evident in numerous hadiths and
were codified by early Muslim jurists.
Furthermore, even in the case of “offensive jihad,”
which is bound by stringent conditions and the
presence of a divinely guided leader, Islamic law
requires clear authorization and public legitimacy.
The classical condition for offensive jihad includes
not only the presence of an Imam but also adequate
military readiness and public consultation—
conditions that prevent misuse of the concept for
expansionist purposes (Al-Majlisi, 1986). In
contrast, defensive jihad is considered obligatory
when the Muslim community is under attack,
regardless of the presence of a leader (Al-Tabarsi,
1954).

In addressing the philosophical underpinnings of
Islam’s position on conflict and peace, the authors
invoke Qur’anic verses and the teachings of the Ahl
al-Bayt to demonstrate the primacy of peace in
Islamic theology. The command “And if they
incline to peace, then incline to it” (Qur’an 8:61)
exemplifies the default posture of the Islamic
message, which is one of conciliation and mutual
respect. Islam’s conception of justice does not
allow for forced conversions or ideological
coercion. Instead, the ultimate aim of jihad is to
create conditions wherein individuals can freely
embrace truth without fear or oppression. The
article argues that Islam views war as an
undesirable necessity, only to be used in the service
of justice and human dignity, and not for material
gain or territorial conquest. This philosophical
perspective is substantiated through both classical
exegesis and contemporary interpretation,
reflecting the moral consistency of Islamic legal
and ethical systems (Al-Tabataba’i, 1974; Al-
Zuhayli, 1992).

Historically, the narrative that Islam spread through
violence collapses under scrutiny when confronted
with cases such as the widespread conversion of
people in Indonesia, sub-Saharan Africa, and
Central Asia—regions where Muslim armies never
set foot. These mass conversions were the result of
trade, dialogue, and the exemplary conduct of
Muslim communities. In fact, the authors cite
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examples where Muslim  minorities lived
peacefully among non-Muslim majorities, as well
as the Prophet’s own treaties with Jewish and
Christian tribes in and around Medina. These
examples debunk the orientalist myth and affirm
that Islam’s expansion was driven by the appeal of
its moral, spiritual, and social vision rather than by
military coercion. Additionally, the article
references Western scholars who themselves
criticize the inaccurate portrayal of jihad as “holy
war.” For instance, Peters notes that such a
translation is both incorrect and offensive,
emphasizing that the essence of jihad encompasses
spiritual struggle against one’s own vices (Peters,
1986). Similarly, Arnold points out that Islam’s
rapid expansion was due to the strength of its ideas
and its unifying moral and political framework
rather than by sword (Arnold, 1913).

Finally, the authors conclude by acknowledging
that while Islamic law recognizes the legitimacy of
military struggle under certain conditions, the
overarching framework remains rooted in mercy,
wisdom, and rationality. Any attempt to reduce
Islam to a militaristic ideology fundamentally
misrepresents its divine message and historical
reality. They warn against the dangers of orientalist
simplification and call for a scholarly reevaluation
of Islam’s legal and ethical tradition based on its
own terms, texts, and context. The article’s findings
reaffirm that jihad is not synonymous with warfare,
but rather a multifaceted concept encompassing
moral resistance, societal reform, and—only when
absolutely necessary—armed defense. Such a
conclusion not only refutes Goldziher’s polemic
but also offers a more authentic and nuanced
understanding of the Islamic tradition. In an age of
misinformation and rising Islamophobia, restoring
the true meaning of jihad is imperative for
interreligious dialogue, scholarly integrity, and
global peacebuilding.
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