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Abstract

The present study, conducted with the aim of examining the first station of the
soul or the realm of dominion (manzel-e molk) from the perspective of Imam
Khomeini, employs a descriptive-analytical method to offer a clearer and more
comprehensive interpretation of the subject. The analysis concludes that the
soul is, by essence, a singular entity, and every individual possesses one soul.
However, because the soul is influenced by various factors and humans are
endowed with free will—essentially acting as the managers and administrators
of their affairs whose existence unfolds under God's will—and since the soul
possesses two inclinations—one directed toward the light of the celestial world
and the other inclined toward the material world (dunya)—it is natural for such
a soul to experience diverse states and stations. According to Imam Khomeini,
the soul has three stations, each requiring a unique form of struggle (jihad).
The first station of the soul, which is the lowest, is the realm of dominion
(molk), representing its outer, worldly dimension. In this station, the soul
possesses various apparent faculties, which are governed by the faculty of
wahm (imagination or delusive perception). Imam Khomeini considers the
nature of the soul to be an essence that is immaterial in its essence yet attached
to the body in its acts. From Imam Khomeini’s point of view, the first and
lowest level of the soul is its material and worldly aspect, whose invisible lights
manifest within the physical body and grant it life. The primary battlefield of
the soul is the human body, and its sensory faculties serve as its soldiers,
deployed across seven existential domains: the ears, eyes, tongue, stomach,
sexual organs, hands, and feet. All of these dispersed faculties operate under
the command of the soul and are dependent on the faculty of wahm, as wahm
is deemed the ruler over both the sensory and inner faculties of the soul. If
wahm falls under the influence of Satan, these faculties are transformed into
satanic instruments, and the governance of the soul deviates toward falsehood.
In contrast, if this faculty is guided by reason and divine law (shari‘a), a
rational and divine order will govern the human being. Struggle against the
soul in this station consists of overcoming the external faculties and submitting
them to the command of the Creator, thereby purging the dominion of the soul
of satanic forces and their soldiers.

Keywords: First station of the soul, Imam Khomeini, rational forces, satanic
forces.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT
The present study examines the foundational level

of the soul, known in Islamic metaphysical
discourse as the “first station of the soul” or
“manzel-e molk,” from the philosophical and
mystical perspective of Imam Khomeini. Drawing
from the rich heritage of Islamic philosophy and
mysticism, particularly the teachings of Mulla
Sadra and the illuminative school, the article
presents the soul as a singular, immaterial entity
endowed with both rational and carnal faculties.
Imam Khomeini, inspired by foundational Islamic
teachings and expanded by his deep philosophical
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synthesis, conceptualizes the soul as intrinsically
united with the body, functioning as its immaterial
essence while expressing its actions through
corporeal manifestations. This duality positions the
human being in a state of ontological tension
between celestial illumination and material
temptation. The “first station” of the soul represents
its outermost, most material dimension, one that is
intimately connected to the human body and its
sensory faculties. According to Khomeini, the
battlefield for ethical and spiritual struggle is
precisely this embodied domain, where the soul’s
rational and satanic forces vie for control. The role
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of “wahm” (delusive imagination) is paramount in
this schema, as it governs both the external senses
and internal faculties and can either facilitate divine
order through submission to intellect and Shari‘a or
devolve into satanic control when corrupted. This
interpretative  framework offers a nuanced
understanding of spiritual warfare and moral
purification in Islamic psychology and metaphysics
(Khomeini, 2006, 2019).

The study situates this framework within broader
historical and philosophical developments in
Islamic thought. The conception of the soul has
long occupied a central role in Islamic and pre-
Islamic philosophy, with Greek influences evident
in the works of Plato and Aristotle, as well as in
Judaic and Christian traditions. In Islamic
philosophy, thinkers like Ibn Sina, Suhrawardi, and
Mulla Sadra offered divergent but complementary
perspectives on the soul’s nature. Ibn Sina
described the soul as an immaterial substance that
governs the body while maintaining its own
ontological  independence  (Fa'ali, 1997).
Suhrawardi described it as the “Light of the
Commander” (niir isfahbadi), an immaterial light
that guides the body from the realm of darkness to
enlightenment (Badawi, 1984). Mulla Sadra
revolutionized soul theory by introducing
substantial motion (harakat jawhari) and the idea
that the soul is born with the body but becomes
increasingly immaterial through a process of
existential intensification. Imam Khomeini’s view
closely mirrors that of Mulla Sadra: he sees the
body and soul as inseparable in the beginning, with
the soul gradually achieving separation through
spiritual perfection and intellectual realization
(Khomeini, 2020). This historical grounding
enhances our understanding of Khomeini’s
interpretation of the soul, presenting it not as a
departure from tradition but as a continuation of a
sophisticated intellectual lineage.

In terms of psychological and anthropological
significance, the study highlights the ethical and
spiritual consequences of human volition in the
first station of the soul. Drawing upon Qur'anic
descriptions of the soul as “hasty” (ajtl), “ignorant”

\§

(jahal), and “injust” (zalim), Khomeini interprets
these attributes as both warnings and invitations
toward self-discipline (Mansiiri, 2020). He
incorporates Imami Shi‘i hadith traditions and
Qur’anic hermeneutics to argue that while the soul
is naturally inclined to vice, it also holds within it
divine light and potential for transcendence.
Heavily citing traditions from Imam ‘Al1, such as
“The soul is a precious jewel; whoever preserves it
is elevated,” the article explains that dignity and
worth arise through mastery over one's base
instincts (Amidi, 1993). Notably, the forces of
rationality, when empowered, can dominate the
destructive tendencies of imagination, lust, and
anger. The research underscores the practical
dimensions of self-discipline: the rational
governance of faculties, purification of speech,
control over appetite, and protection of the senses
as instruments of divine trust. These spiritual
exercises and ethical disciplines are not abstract
ideals but are treated by Khomeini as essential steps
toward the reclamation of human identity as
khalifat Allah (vicegerent of God).

A major theoretical contribution of the study is its
examination of “wahm” as the dominant faculty in
the first station of the soul. While traditional
psychology often prioritized reason (‘aql),
Khomeini sees “wahm” as a potential usurper of the
soul's divine governance. If guided by intellect and
religious law, wahm becomes a tool for divine
realization; if left unchecked, it leads to the
emergence of a satanic regime within the body
(Hasan-Zadeh Amuli, 2008). This dual potential is
the axis around which spiritual jihad revolves. The
article analyzes the interaction among the four
main faculties—intellect (‘aql), lust (shahwa),
anger (ghadab), and imagination (wahm)—
presenting them as the ruling ministers of the soul’s
dominion. It is through their interrelationship,
particularly the dominance of reason over the
others, that a person progresses from bestial
existence to angelic realization. Conversely, if
wahm dominates and aligns with lust or anger, the
individual degenerates into satanic mimicry. Imam
Khomeini’s ontology of the soul thus becomes a
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sophisticated moral cartography, mapping out the
terrain of human inner struggle with precision and
spiritual depth (Naraqi, 2006).

The ethical program derived from this cosmology
is comprehensive. Drawing from classical works
such as the Risalat al-Hugqiig of Imam al-Sajjad and
supplemented by Imam Khomeini’s discourses, the
article emphasizes the moral duties tied to each
sensory and bodily faculty. For instance, the eye
should only view what is permissible, the ear must
only hear beneficial speech, and the tongue must
avoid falsehood, slander, and gossip (Harrani,
1984). These are framed not as mere moral
injunctions but as trust-based responsibilities—
each limb is an “amanah” (divine trust) for which
one will be held accountable. Imam Khomeini
elaborates that the defilement of these faculties is
tantamount to betrayal of the Creator’s trust and
will hinder one’s spiritual ascent. These views are
grounded in the Qur’anic vision that every limb
will testify on the Day of Judgment (Q 17:36), and
that every human being has a duty to refine their
faculties so that they may become mirrors of divine
names and attributes (Mansuri, 2010). This ethical
articulation of the soul’s outer faculties forms the
practical foundation for spiritual progress from the
realm of “molk” to higher metaphysical realms.

In conclusion, the study contributes significantly to
the understanding of Islamic philosophical
anthropology by elucidating Imam Khomeini’s
layered vision of the soul, especially the first
station of “molk.” The soul is described as a
unified, immaterial essence that engages the
material world through the body, while harboring
the potential for divine ascent through inner jihad
and rational governance. By anchoring the soul’s
journey in a framework that blends ontology,
ethics, and theology, the study opens up a profound
model for understanding human nature in Islamic
thought. It also invites readers to engage in an
introspective examination of their own faculties,
duties, and moral responsibilities.  Imam
Khomeini’s vision—firmly rooted in the Qur’an,
hadith, and the metaphysical traditions of the
Muslim world—thus offers a compelling path for
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ethical purification and spiritual elevation that
remains relevant in both classical and
contemporary discourses.
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