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Abstract

This article examines and proposes a model based on those verses
of the Holy Qur’an that refer to Judaism and Christianity. Based on
frequency, all Qur’anic verses related to Christianity and Judaism
were extracted and analyzed in order to determine—through
comparison—whether the Qur’an predominantly addresses
Christianity or Judaism. Accordingly, the purpose of writing this
article is to determine whether the verses of the Holy Qur’an
emphasize Christianity more or Judaism. To examine this objective,
the study employed a library-based and descriptive-analytical
research method. The findings of this study indicate that the Qur’an
affirms the principle of Jewish monotheism in various verses, and
it appears that the influential figures of the Jewish people are
portrayed with greater prominence in the Qur’an. However, the
Qur’an also includes significant criticisms of the Jewish people,
their beliefs, their past actions, and the interactions between the
Prophet (peace be upon him) and the Jews of the Arabian Peninsula.
It is likely that the contemporary Jews residing in Medina during
the Prophet’s time, and their conduct toward him, played a role in
shaping the Qur’anic depiction of Judaism. A substantial number of
verses in the Holy Qur’an address this subject. On the other hand,
the tone of the Qur’an regarding Christianity is notably more
conciliatory and refers to matters that have always held significance
within Christian thought. Nevertheless, the Qur’an does not
elaborate on the life of Jesus Christ (peace be upon him) in detail.
The main research question of this article is: why does the Holy
Qur’an devote less attention to Christianity than to Judaism, and can
this disparity reflect the social context of the community at the
time?

Keywords: Verses of the Holy Qur’an, Judaism, Christianity,
Islam.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT
The comparative study of religious themes in the

Qur’an provides a valuable lens for understanding
the dynamic between Islam and earlier Abrahamic
faiths, specifically Judaism and Christianity. This
article aims to scrutinize Qur’anic verses
referencing these two religious traditions in order
to assess the intensity and orientation of Qur’anic
discourse toward each. A key finding of the study
is that, although both traditions are recognized as
"People of the Book" and are linked through their
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Abrahamic heritage, the Qur’an engages with
Judaism far more extensively and critically than it
does with Christianity. Several factors contribute to
this disparity, notably the historical presence of
Jews in Medina during the time of Prophet
Muhammad, their frequent interactions—often
adversarial—with the Muslim community, and the
socio-political ramifications of these interactions.
Scholars have shown that the Qur’anic portrayal of
Jews incorporates not only theological divergence
but also a history of betrayal, manipulation, and

el 00 AL (59 Camated 390 10 45 el (oS Jgwy ol b uodoly |
SLS o 59 sloasl i golaws g conl xd Comns JIAT Ly &dlg yo ol a5
el Cnl Sl unie LS lsieay LUl



ol O e 9 S 20

opposition, making Judaism an immediate and
local concern for the nascent Muslim polity
(Rezapour, 2002; Zamani-Mahboub, 2006). In
contrast, Christianity, despite sharing similar
monotheistic roots and theological divergence—
especially concerning the divinity of Jesus and the
doctrine of Trinity—is approached in a relatively
conciliatory tone. While the Qur’an corrects what
it perceives as Christian theological errors, such as
the divinization of Jesus (Soleimani, 2008), it also
emphasizes shared values, offers praise for devout
Christians, and encourages interfaith dialogue
based on monotheistic common ground (Arzani &
Ehtemam, 2015).

The methodological approach of this study was
descriptive-analytical,  utilizing library-based
research and content analysis of selected Qur’anic
verses. Primary data were extracted through a
thematic categorization of verses directly referring
to Jews and Christians, which were then
quantitatively compared to determine prevalence
and qualitative characteristics. This method
enabled the identification of textual patterns and
underlying theological principles in Qur’anic
references. Specific attention was paid to
contextual factors that may have influenced the
intensity or tone of these references, such as the
socio-historical setting of the verses and the
Qur’an’s evolving interaction with external
religious communities. For Judaism, the analysis
highlighted frequent repetition of narratives
involving the Israelites, Moses, and theological
disputes, suggesting a strong scriptural emphasis
on moral lessons and religious critique. For
Christianity, the study explored both affirmation—
particularly in the cases of Jesus and Mary—and
critique, notably on issues of theological excesses.
In analyzing both sets of verses, the study
employed a cross-comparative technique that
emphasized contrasts in treatment, quantity,
theological critique, and narrative richness.

The findings indicate that the Qur’an contains a
significantly greater number of verses related to
Judaism than Christianity, with the former often
appearing in the context of historical narrative,
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ethical commentary, and theological admonition.
These verses encompass themes such as covenant
breaking (Qur’an 5:13), persecution of prophets
(Qur’an 2:91), arrogance and materialism (Qur’an
2:96), and conspiracies against the Prophet
Muhammad (Qur’an 63:8). Furthermore, Jewish
ethical and ritual deviations are extensively
detailed, particularly regarding the manipulation of
divine scripture and refusal to accept subsequent
revelation. The analysis reveals a dual structure: on
one hand, Jewish monotheism and prophetic
lineage are affirmed; on the other hand, severe
critiques dominate, particularly concerning moral
failures and historical betrayal (Gelayeri, 2005).
Christianity, by contrast, receives affirmation for
its belief in Jesus and Mary, references to the Injil
(Gospel), and recognition of Christian virtue
among certain believers (Qur’an 5:82). However,
doctrinal issues such as the Trinity (Qur’an 5:73)
and deification of Jesus (Qur’an 4:171) are strongly
opposed. Despite these theological disagreements,
the Qur’an often calls Christians toward unity on
the basis of shared monotheistic belief (Qur’an
3:64), suggesting a more reconciliatory posture.
Thus, while criticism exists in both cases, its
volume and tone differ markedly.

A significant part of the analysis addresses the
socio-political reasons for the Qur’an’s more
extensive engagement with Judaism. During the
Prophet’s lifetime, several powerful Jewish tribes
resided in Medina, and many episodes of Qur’anic
revelation are contextualized in relation to their
interactions with the Muslim community. These
included attempts at political sabotage, breaking of
treaties, and incitement of tribal conflicts, which in
turn elicited Qur’anic responses ranging from
critique to military directives (Zamani-Mahboub,
2006). These episodes were historically situated
and had immediate implications for the Muslim
state. In contrast, Christianity, though doctrinally
significant, lacked a strong physical presence in the
Arabian Peninsula and posed less of an immediate
political threat. Hence, Qur’anic references to
Christianity are more general and theological in
nature. Moreover, Christianity’s widespread
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influence in regions beyond Arabia likely made the
Qur’an adopt a more dialogical tone. This
distinction in local proximity and threat perception
appears to have shaped the Qur’an’s treatment of
each religion, contributing to the textual imbalance
between references to Judaism and Christianity.
The study also explores the broader implications of
Qur’anic portrayal of Christianity and Judaism for
interfaith engagement. It finds that while the
Qur’an critiques both traditions, it maintains a
nuanced and layered approach. In the case of
Judaism, this includes both acknowledgment of
divine favor—such as the chosen status of the
Israelites in certain eras—and harsh criticism for
moral and doctrinal failings. The duality of
recognition and reproach serves as a moral lesson
for the Muslim audience, emphasizing the
consequences of spiritual arrogance and
disobedience. For Christianity, the Qur’an
recognizes shared beliefs and calls for mutual
understanding, especially on the principle of
monotheism (Vaez & Kardel Ilvari, 2012). It also
warns against theological deviation, such as the
belief in Jesus as the son of God (Tiwari, 1999),
and the institutionalization of Trinitarian doctrine,
but does so with an underlying appeal for
correction rather than condemnation. This indicates
that while the Qur’an does not refrain from
criticism, it aims to foster ethical awareness and
religious accountability rather than blanket
denunciation.

In conclusion, the article offers a model for
understanding Qur’anic interreligious discourse as
a function of historical immediacy, theological
concern, and moral instruction. The Qur’an’s more
extensive critique of Judaism reflects the socio-
political context of the Prophet’s time, especially
the confrontations with local Jewish tribes.
Christianity, though doctrinally divergent, is
treated more leniently in tone, perhaps due to its
geographical and political distance from early
Islamic society. The overall analysis suggests that
Qur’anic references to other religions are not
merely polemical but are rooted in a complex
matrix of theology, ethics, and historical
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contingencies. ~ Consequently,  this  study
underscores the importance of context in
interpreting interfaith themes within the Qur’an. It
also highlights the Qur’an’s capacity to critique and
affirm, to challenge and connect, offering a
multidimensional approach to religious otherness.
This has enduring relevance for contemporary
interfaith dialogues, calling for both critical
engagement and respectful understanding.
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