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Abstract

The primary aim of this study is to compare the themes and
expressions found in Nahj al-Balagha with those in the works of
Saadi and to examine his approach in receiving and integrating
these teachings. This research has been conducted using a
descriptive-analytical method and relies on library-based sources.
The findings indicate that Saadi, particularly in his literary corpus,
has extensively utilized the ethical, social, and philosophical
concepts of Nahj al-Balagha, and these influences are clearly
observable in both his poetry and prose. These results underscore
the intellectual significance and formative role of Nahj al-Balagha
in shaping Saadi’s literary and social thought and can contribute
meaningfully to both religious literary studies and Persian literary
scholarship. Given the profound influence of Islamic teachings on
Persian literature—especially in the works of Saadi—the relevance
of this subject becomes all the more evident. Saadi stands out
among literary figures for the notable extent of his influence from
Nahj al-Balagha, to the point that one might argue that after the
Holy Qur’an, Nahj al-Balagha serves as the most significant
contentual and thematic model for his thought. The study
demonstrates that Saadi frequently draws upon the aphorisms,
epistles, and sermons of Imam “Ali (peace be upon him) contained
in Nahj al-Balagha, a factor that has enriched the substance of his
discourse. Saadi’s reception is predominantly direct, and it appears
that one of the key reasons for the enduring appeal of his works
among the people lies in their contentual richness grounded in the
wisdom and discourse of Imam ‘Alf in Nahj al-Balagha.

Keywords: Saadi, Nahj al-Balagha, literature.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT
In the corpus of Persian literary heritage, few

figures have demonstrated a synthesis of spiritual
insight and literary mastery as comprehensively as
Saadi of Shiraz. His engagement with Islamic
teachings, particularly with the Nahj al-Balagha, is
not only thematic but epistemologically deep. This
extended abstract seeks to offer a critical overview
of the study that investigates the extent,
mechanisms, and stylistic expressions of Saadi’s
interaction with the wisdoms contained in the
sermons, letters, and aphorisms of Imam ‘Ali
(peace be upon him) compiled in the Nahj al-
Balagha. The research rests on the premise that
Persian literature, especially in its ethical and
philosophical dimensions, has long served as a
mirror of Islamic intellectualism, and that among
its luminaries, Saadi stands out for his dense and
continuous intertextual engagement with core
Islamic texts. The study builds on the descriptive-
analytical ~method supported by textual
comparisons and literary hermeneutics. More than

2
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a comparison of language or themes, it explores the
transformation of Islamic principles into poetic and
ethical aestheticism within Saadi’s literary output.
Furthermore, the work reflects on how Saadi, while
not formally categorized as a Shi'a theologian,
nonetheless demonstrates a profound reception of
Imam ‘Al’s worldview—rendering his own
compositions as vessels of transmitted sacred ethics
and spiritual sociology (Hassanli, 2010).

The methodology employed in this research draws
heavily on the theory of intertextuality, especially
as articulated by post-structuralist scholars who
argue that no text is truly autonomous but rather
always in dialogue with prior texts. Based on this
theoretical lens, the present study evaluates Saadi's
Kulliyat (collected works) in both prose (Golestan)
and verse (Bustan), juxtaposing them with the
corresponding teachings of the Nahj al-Balagha.
The data were collected through extensive library
research, involving both classical commentaries
and critical editions. The process involved
extracting core themes from Nahj al-Balagha and
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identifying their literary transformation and ethical
translation within Saadi’s works. These themes
include justice, humility, wisdom, piety,
interpersonal ethics, and existential awareness—
subjects that resonate through Saadi's moral
anecdotes and poetic metaphors. Furthermore, the
study classified the forms of intertextual references
into lexical borrowing, allusion, direct translation,
and interpretative adaptation. Each form reflects a
unique layer of influence and offers insight into
Saadi’s complex process of integrating sacred
Islamic discourse into literary form. The analysis
aims to go beyond stylistic resemblances to probe
into the philosophical affinity between the two
sources (Gholamhossein & Dr. Mohammad
Hassan Mahdavi, 1985; Hashemi, 1999).

The findings indicate that Saadi’s literary output is
suffused with numerous direct and indirect
references to Nahj al-Balagha, showing a deep
engagement with its ethical teachings. One level of
influence is lexical, wherein Saadi uses terms and
imagery that are distinctly Qur’anic or Hadithic in
origin but which can be specifically traced to Imam
‘Al1’s expressions which reappear in Saadi’s verses
in both structural and thematic consistency with
their original usage in Nahj al-Balagha. Another
form is the allusive integration of ethical motifs:
Saadi regularly refers to the fleeting nature of life,
the deceitfulness of wealth, the necessity of justice,
and the value of restraint—central teachings in
Imam °‘Al’s sermons. Notably, Saadi does not
merely borrow; he internalizes and rearticulates
these themes into culturally resonant forms that
speak across generations. In many passages, the
overlap is so precise that Saadi appears to be
translating Arabic aphorisms into Persian poetic
language. His didactic tone, preference for
narrative anecdote, and emphasis on moral
consequence align closely with the rhetorical and
theological structure of Nahj al-Balagha,
particularly in the sermons dealing with the soul,
governance, and piety.

Beyond stylistic alignment, the study underscores
Saadi’s selective adaptation of Nahj al-Balagha’s
core teachings according to the contextual needs of

v

Persian  literature. For instance, Saadi’s
conceptualization of friendship, a recurring theme
in both Golestan and Bustan, echoes the ethical
principles laid out in Imam “Ali’s sermons on the
obligations of companionship and loyalty.
Likewise, Saadi’s emphasis on the impermanence
of worldly status and the necessity of humility
directly corresponds to statements found in the
Nahj al-Balagha concerning arrogance, mortality,
and divine justice. The analysis reveals that Saadi
was highly strategic in choosing which aspects of
Nahj al-Balagha to foreground—those that aligned
with the prevailing values of his own intellectual
milieu. He therefore serves as both a transmitter
and an interpreter, reshaping the theological
wisdom of Imam °‘All into accessible Persian
literary ethics. Moreover, the study shows that this
influence is not peripheral but structural, shaping
Saadi’s thought architecture and guiding his
literary moralism. By integrating Nahj al-
Balagha’s spiritual depth with poetic form, Saadi
achieved a synthesis that speaks to both the soul
and intellect of his audience.

The research also contextualizes Saadi’s literary
reception of Nahj al-Balagha within broader socio-
historical dynamics. Unlike purely juridical or
theological figures, Saadi navigated the domain of
ethics through aesthetic and pedagogical means.
His works were written during a time of socio-
political upheaval and religious diversification in
the Islamic world, where moral authority was as
contested as political leadership. In this regard,
Imam  ‘Al’s  teachings—particularly  those
emphasizing justice, moderation, the dangers of
hypocrisy, and the responsibilities of leadership—
provided a powerful ethical framework. Saadi’s
appeal to these teachings can thus be seen as both a
personal moral compass and a social critique. In
many narratives, Saadi’s ethical characters model
the virtues Imam °‘All advocated: forbearance,
courage, sincerity, and compassion. Importantly,
the study notes that even when Saadi paraphrases
or modifies the original content, he maintains the
spiritual gravity and ethical clarity of the source
material. In effect, he not only transmits but
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reactivates the moral vision of Nahj al-Balagha in
new linguistic and cultural registers. Such
transformation is a testimony to Saadi’s unique role
as a cultural mediator between Arabic-Islamic
theology and Persian ethical-humanistic literature.
In conclusion, this study has established that
Saadi’s engagement with the Nahj al-Balagha is far
more profound than mere thematic borrowing or
lexical mimicry. It is a sustained philosophical and
ethical dialogue, deeply rooted in reverence for the
teachings of Imam ‘Ali. Through layered modes of
reception—including direct quotations,
interpretive paraphrasing, and poetic allusion—
Saadi emerges as one of the most articulate literary
inheritors of Nahj al-Balagha’s legacy. His works,
while fully embedded in the Persian literary
tradition, act as vessels of Islamic wisdom and
vehicles for ethical instruction. This synthesis
allows Saadi’s works to function simultaneously as
literary masterpieces and spiritual guides. As such,
the research contributes to a richer understanding
of the dialogical relationship between Islamic
theology and Persian literature, opening further
pathways for comparative literary studies and
Islamic moral philosophy. The findings not only
affirm the historical depth of Saadi’s religious-
literary consciousness but also propose his oeuvre
as a potent site for ethical reflection in
contemporary Islamic thought.
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