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Abstract

The present article, by considering the anthropological foundations of a
velayat-based society and emphasizing the governance method (thought) of
Imam Khamenei, offers a detailed examination of the theoretical
foundations of anthropology through the definition of a velayar-based
society. It analyzes these foundations within such a society and explores
their role in guiding the community and advancing its goals. The
methodology of this study is based on qualitative analysis, including the
examination of religious texts, relevant research, and the analysis of the
thoughts of the Supreme Leader. Through content analysis of various
sources and their alignment with the theoretical principles of Islam, the
author investigates the impact of velayat-centered leadership on society.
Furthermore, historical and comparative analyses have also been employed
in this study to more precisely elucidate the role of leadership in social
guidance. In this regard, special attention is given to the influence of the
Supreme Leader's thought on behaviors, norms, and social values. The
concept of the human being, according to the authors, is identical to that
which is presented in Islam and velayat, and the foundation of societal
guidance and justice-oriented governance in all dimensions depends on
understanding velayat-based anthropology. Anthropology in a velayat-
based society can serve as a framework for nurturing divinely-oriented
human beings who embody moral virtues and contribute to the growth and
guidance of the community's culture. In other words, a velayat-based society
can provide the grounds for the flourishing of the divine nature in all human
beings, and this will have a profound impact on all dimensions of society.

Keywords: Anthropology, Velayat-based society, Leadership, Social
guidance, Thought of the Supreme Leader.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT
The Islamic concept of human anthropology,

particularly within the framework of a “Wilayat-
based society,” offers a distinctive model of
governance centered around divine guidance,
human dignity, and ethical responsibility. This
article analyzes these anthropological foundations
with emphasis on the governance method of Imam
Khamenei. The theoretical bedrock begins with the
belief in the divine nature of human fitrah, the
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innate disposition that inclines toward truth, justice,
and transcendence. In the thought of Imam
Khamenei, society must be structured in such a way
that this fitrah can flourish collectively.
Foundational values such as human dignity
(Ravandi, 2000), individual agency and moral
responsibility (Motahhari, 1992a), and the
teleological vision of human perfection serve as
guiding principles. A Wilayat-based society,
grounded in Islamic anthropology, seeks to harness
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these principles not just for personal development
but for the transformation of collective life. It is
posited that justice, unity, and the elevation of
human values only become tangible when society
acknowledges the metaphysical reality of human
beings as God’s vicegerents. The essential premise
is that without a sound theological anthropology,
any model of governance will fall short in
achieving true human prosperity and divine
proximity.

The research applies a qualitative methodology
using content analysis of religious texts,
comparative interpretations, and thematic exegesis
of the Supreme Leader’s speeches. This includes
distinguishing  between various types of
anthropology—empirical, philosophical, mystical,
and religious—and linking them with macro and
micro perspectives on human nature. The concept
of Wilayat is presented as a divine sociopolitical
structure rooted in Qur’anic commandments and
prophetic tradition. Through the verse “O you who
believe! Obey Allah and obey the Messenger and
those in authority among you,” the study delves
into both Shia and Sunni exegeses and emphasizes
that obedience to the “Ulul-Amr” refers to the
infallible Imams (Motahhari, 1992b). The article
references classical and contemporary Islamic
sources, such as the works of Allameh Bahrani, and
demonstrates that governance under Wilayat is not
limited by time or place. It is this transcendent
feature that distinguishes divine authority from
worldly power. Furthermore, the paper argues that
the consolidation of the Islamic society depends on
its unity under God’s rope, as highlighted in the
Qur’anic  injunctions against sectarianism.
Accordingly, Wilayat is not merely a political
doctrine, but a sacred covenant binding the
community through shared recognition of divine
representation on Earth.

Integral to this vision is the doctrine of divine and
legislative Wilayah. While Tashri’i (legislative)
Wilayah pertains to the right to establish divine
law, Takwini (ontological) Wilayah deals with
spiritual authority and the metaphysical ability to
influence creation—an attribute of prophets and the
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infallible Imams (Safi, 2011). The study makes a
nuanced distinction between true divine Wilayah
and heretical notions of independent authority. It
also expounds on the epistemological and ethical
implications of divine guidance: obedience must be
informed, and thus knowledge of the divine proof
(hujjan) becomes imperative. The research
underscores that Imams are not only spiritual
leaders but ontological mediators of divine will.
Such a view makes the relationship between the
individual and the leader sacred. The Qur'anic
verses such as "The Prophet is closer to the
believers than their own selves" or "Ask the people
of remembrance if you do not know" are cited to
affirm this theological structure. By integrating this
theological anthropology with governance, society
is not simply managed but spiritually directed
toward ultimate goals of justice, wisdom, and
divine proximity.

The anthropological model presented in this study
is multidimensional—exploring material, spiritual,
cognitive, emotional, and social aspects of the
human being. The human being, in this view, is not
a mere biological entity but a divine trustee whose
intellect (‘aql) and volition distinguish him as a
moral agent. Ali ibn Abi Talib is cited as saying,
“There is no intellect like planning,” highlighting
reason as a foundational faculty in Islamic
anthropology. Knowledge is categorized as both
practical and theoretical, with the ultimate aim of
drawing near to divine truths. The duality of human
nature—being simultaneously base and sublime—
is examined through Qur’anic terminology such as
"insan," "bashar," and "adam," which emphasize
the complex, paradoxical nature of the human
being. The study recognizes God’s conferral of
dignity upon mankind and positions human beings
above many of His creations, thereby grounding
ethical responsibility in ontology. In Shi’a
theology, the notion of ‘Amr Bayn al-Amrayn’ (a
matter between determinism and free will) offers a
reconciliatory model between divine omniscience
and human freedom, providing a sophisticated
basis for moral accountability and societal
regulation.
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In Imam Khamenei’s thought, the ideal society is
not realized merely through institutional structures,
but through the interplay of divine values and
human virtues. His work “The 250-Year-Old
Human” underlines that authentic leadership
shapes societal identity by promoting values such
as sacrifice, freedom with responsibility, justice,
and piety. These values must be embodied within
both individual behavior and institutional systems.
Consequently, the educational system must be
reformulated on the basis of human dignity and
moral excellence. The study asserts that values are
not merely cultural byproducts but divinely
anchored realities that serve as the bedrock of
social cohesion. When internalized, these values
become motivators for action, guiding individual
choices and collective directions. Imam Khamenei
envisions a society where education, media, and
family structures all align to promote these spiritual
values. The presence of a central, divinely-guided
authority ensures that these efforts are not
fragmented but unified toward the common
purpose of societal upliftment. Thus, the
anthropological framework is not abstract—it
directly shapes pedagogy, governance, and cultural
production.

In conclusion, the study affirms that a Wilayat-
based society rooted in Islamic anthropology is
uniquely equipped to cultivate individuals who are
spiritually grounded, socially responsible, and
intellectually active. The interplay of insight
(binish), inclination (garayesh), motivation
(angizesh), and action (konesh) is essential to
Islamic governance and personal growth. Imam
Khamenei’s model of leadership injects divine
insight into societal veins, aligning human will with
divine purpose. This system moves beyond reactive
policy-making into the realm of proactive moral
and spiritual transformation. It views human beings
not as economic units or political actors alone, but
as sacred trustees entrusted with the realization of
divine justice on Earth. Consequently, Wilayat
becomes not just a political structure but a spiritual
architecture that integrates divine command,
human responsibility, and communal cohesion.
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Only under this model can society evolve from
inert compliance to conscious participation, from
material dominance to moral excellence, and from
passive existence to transformative action that
fulfills the highest ideals of Islam.
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