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Abstract

Moral education, due to its pivotal role in the destiny of individuals and
society, has drawn the attention of both religious and non-religious
thinkers. Among moral philosophers as well, moral education has been
regarded as the foundation of human upbringing and considered the
highest and most profound dimension of educational practice. This
study aims to investigate the concepts of moral education and the
implicit moral philosophy within the lower secondary school textbooks
published in 2020. The research method employed is qualitative content
analysis with an analytical approach. To this end, textbooks related to
moral education were initially selected. Primary data were collected
through qualitative content analysis and document review. The results
derived from the texts were re-analyzed through coding and
interpretative analysis. The dimensions of the moral education model
components were categorized into four elements: facilitating and
hindering contextual factors, outcomes in the cognitive, emotional, and
skill domains, all in relation to the four relational dimensions—God,
self, others, and nature. Based on this framework, the key findings of
the study include: the identification of moral education concepts and the
explication of implicit moral philosophies (developmental-cognitive,
virtue ethics, Kantian, and care ethics) embedded within the concepts
and goals of moral education, which encompass ultimate, intermediate,
and instructional objectives. The principles of moral education outlined
include the dignity and intrinsic value of the human being, the influence
of outward behavior on inner character, and human nobility. Moreover,
methods for realizing these principles—such as avoiding association
with the corrupt, self-suggestion, purposeful neglect, and others—have
been addressed.

Keywords: Moral education, textbook, lower secondary education,
implicit moral philosophy
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT
Moral education, as a central axis of educational

philosophy and practice, plays a pivotal role in
shaping individuals and societies, particularly
during adolescence—a period often marked by
heightened emotional turmoil and identity crises.
The article addresses the critical necessity of
embedding robust ethical instruction in the Iranian
lower secondary curriculum. Drawing on both
religious and philosophical traditions, the authors
contextualize  their  inquiry  within  the
transformative goals of Islamic education,
specifically as laid out in the Fundamental Reform
Document of Education in Iran. This reform
stresses the integration of spiritual, moral, and
social development as essential to nurturing
responsible, justice-seeking, and ethical citizens.
The authors also engage with contemporary
thinkers such as Rousseau and Piaget, alongside
Islamic scholars like Motahhari and Javadi Amoli,
to emphasize the formative impact of moral
teaching on youth and highlight its neglect as a
factor contributing to societal issues such as
corruption and violence (Chateau, 2017;
Golestani, 2015; Hassani, 2015; Kadivar, 2017).
The article underlines that a reexamination of
ethical principles is indispensable in an era when
the traditional moral frameworks are being
challenged by materialism and modernity, hence
the pressing need for educational interventions
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rooted in both indigenous religious ethics and
universal moral reasoning.

The methodology employed in the study is
qualitative content analysis with a purposive
sampling strategy focusing on 19 textbooks from
lower secondary education. The selected materials
include textbooks in Quranic studies, Persian
literature, Arabic language, social studies, and
Islamic messages. Through detailed coding and
interpretive analysis, the researchers examined
phrases, images, stories, and questions indicative of
moral content. These elements were categorized
into conceptual dimensions of moral education:
individual ethics, social ethics, and theological
ethics. Each category was analyzed through four
relational perspectives—relation to God, self,
others, and nature—enabling a comprehensive
framework for understanding moral development.
The researchers traced ethical principles such as
responsibility, truthfulness, kindness, and self-
discipline across the various textbooks, with
particular attention to the distribution and emphasis
of these values. Notably, concepts like justice,
honesty, and empathy were repeatedly highlighted,
while others such as contentment, simplicity, and
trustworthiness were comparatively
underrepresented. The imbalance in emphasis
across ethical components points to inconsistencies
in the curricular approach to moral education.
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One of the significant contributions of the study lies
in identifying four implicit moral philosophies
embedded within the curriculum. The first is the
cognitive-developmental approach, which centers
on moral reasoning and the capacity for ethical
judgment. Influenced by Kohlberg and Piaget, this
framework views moral growth as a progression
aligned with cognitive development, emphasizing
traits like self-reliance, perseverance, and altruism
as signs of moral maturity. The second philosophy
is care ethics, a relational and emotion-centered
framework associated with theorists like Carol
Gilligan and Nel Noddings. This approach values
empathy, responsibility for others, and
compassionate action, and is reflected in the
curriculum through content promoting forgiveness,
conflict resolution, and social cooperation. The
third framework is virtue ethics, rooted in
Aristotelian and Islamic traditions, which
emphasizes character formation over rule-
following. Traits such as courage, humility,
modesty, and loyalty are emphasized as
internalized virtues rather than externally imposed
duties. Lastly, Kantian ethics appears in references
to moral duty, inner obligation, and universal moral
laws, emphasizing intention and reason as bases for
ethical action. Each of these frameworks underpins
different textual instances and suggests that the
Iranian educational system, though implicitly,
engages with a pluralistic model of moral education
that transcends a single ethical theory (Shojaei-
Fard, 2013).

The study also critiques the lack of consistency and
balance in the treatment of moral components
across disciplines. For example, while social
studies  textbooks emphasize responsibility,
empathy, and truthfulness, they underrepresent
values like contentment and trustworthiness.
Similarly, Persian and Arabic literature textbooks,
though rich in narratives embodying moral virtues,
often overlook key ethical concepts such as
accountability and economic justice. This
discrepancy, the authors argue, undermines the
effectiveness of moral education by failing to
present a coherent and comprehensive ethical

Wy

framework. Furthermore, the findings suggest that
despite the alignment of textbook content with
Islamic moral teachings, including Quranic
injunctions and prophetic traditions, the integration
of these values into daily pedagogical practices
remains superficial. There is a discernible gap
between the moral ideals expressed in curricular
content and the methodologies for their effective
internalization by students. For instance, moral
teachings often appear as isolated textual elements
rather than as components of an integrated value
system embedded in classroom interactions and
school culture.

In addition to curricular content, the article
emphasizes the instrumental role of teachers and
the broader school environment in moral
development. Teachers, the study argues, are not
merely conveyors of knowledge but also moral
exemplars whose behaviors significantly influence
student character formation. Research shows that
nearly 35% of students in their middle school years
consider their teachers as role models. Thus, traits
such as fairness in grading, punctuality, emotional
warmth, and religious observance by teachers have
a profound impact on shaping students’ moral
identities. The same applies to the school
physical setting,
administrative structure, and peer interactions all
contribute to the moral atmosphere. The authors

environment, where

advocate for a reconfiguration of these elements in
alignment with ethical objectives, proposing
strategies such as ethical dilemma discussions,
modeling, encouragement and reward systems, and
participatory  ethics  instruction.  Evaluative
methods, too, must go beyond assessing knowledge
of moral content to include attitudinal and
behavioral dimensions, thereby reinforcing internal
moral development rather than mere compliance
with external standards.

In conclusion, the study contends that moral
education must occupy a central position within the
curriculum if it is to effectively address the ethical
challenges facing contemporary Iranian society.
Educational policymakers are urged to move
beyond tokenistic inclusion of ethical content and
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toward a deliberate and structured implementation
of moral education strategies. The cultivation of
virtues like trustworthiness, contentment, and
compassion is not merely a curricular concern but
a national imperative for building a just and
cohesive society. The authors highlight that
negligence in moral training contributes to rising
social problems, including corruption, lawlessness,
and youth alienation. Therefore, an effective moral
curriculum should be holistic—engaging the
intellectual, emotional, and behavioral domains of
students—and anchored in both Islamic spiritual
wisdom and contemporary educational theory.
Addressing the gaps identified in this study could
significantly enhance the role of education in moral
development and ensure that the next generation
grows into ethical, responsible, and socially
engaged citizens capable of navigating the
complexities of modern life with integrity and

purpose.
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