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Abstract

This study aims to explain the extent of dominance of divine will
and human volition over life events. The primary objective of this
research is to examine the degree of influence and role of divine
will and human free will in the course of human life. The central
research question is: Based on the Holy Qur'an, to what extent do
divine will and human free will affect an individual’s life? The
findings of this study indicate that, according to the Holy Qur’an,
the scope of divine will encompasses all beings and creations. All
entities, including human beings and the events that occur in their
lives, are subject to the divine will and power. Consequently, human
free will in the occurrence or non-occurrence of life events is
considerably restricted. The methodology of this research is
descriptive-analytical and is based on library sources.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

The present study investigates the dynamic
relationship between divine will (mashi’ah) and
human free will (ikhtiyar) in shaping life events,
based on Qur'anic analysis and theological
interpretations. Central to this exploration is the
ontological nature of divine will, which, as
discussed by scholars, stems from the very essence
of God’s eternal knowledge and power over all
creation. The notion that everything, from
cosmological phenomena to human actions,
unfolds under the encompassing scope of divine
will is supported by many Qur’anic verses and
exegetical traditions. Yet, this dominance of divine
will does not negate human choice. As emphasized
in the philosophical and theological tradition of
Islam, particularly by thinkers such as al-Bagqillant
and al-Ash‘ari, while God is the ultimate creator of
human acts, individuals acquire responsibility
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through the theory of kasb (acquisition) (al-
Baqillani, 1957, 1987). This mediating framework
allows the reconciliation of God’s omnipotence
with human accountability, suggesting that while
God creates acts, humans are morally liable due to
their conscious acquisition of such acts. The article
elaborates on this nuanced stance by analyzing key
verses such as (Al-Takwir, 29) and (Al-Kahf, 29),
interpreting them through both linguistic and
theological lenses to argue that divine will and
human volition are not contradictory but function
within a hierarchically structured reality.

The second analytical layer of this research
addresses the contrast between deterministic
readings of divine will and the Qur’anic affirmation
of human choice and responsibility. The study
shows how different theological schools
interpreted this tension. For instance, while the
Ash‘arite tradition adopts the kasb theory, as noted,
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the Mu'tazilites emphasize full human agency,
arguing that if God were the sole actor, reward and
punishment would become unjust (al-Baghdadi,
1988; Jarjani, 1985). The Mu'tazili school,
represented by Qadi ‘Abd al-Jabbar and Abu I-
Husayn al-Basri, held that moral responsibility
necessitates ontological autonomy in human action
(Jabir, 1987). This leads to the doctrine of fafwid
(delegation), whereby God delegates the power of
action to human beings. Nevertheless, Shi‘i
thinkers like Hillt and Tts1bridged this gap through
the theory of amr bayn al-amrayn (a position
between determinism and free will), which posits a
middle ground: while humans possess free will, all
actions still occur within the divine framework
(Hill1, 1959, 1979, 1984, 2006). These inter-school
discussions reflect a broader effort in Islamic
theology to uphold God’s sovereignty while
preserving ethical accountability, thus constructing
a comprehensive view of fate, destiny, and choice
in Islamic cosmology.

A core part of the study also delves into the
Qur’anic semantics of the term mashi ah. Drawing
on lexical sources such as Ibn al-Athir and al-
Raghib al-Isfahani, the article explains that
mashi’ah implies a decisive inclination or will
leading to creation, and differs from iradah (will)
in that the former necessarily results in the
actualization of the intended object (Ibn al-Athir
al-Jazari, 1988; Raghib Isfahani, 1991). For
instance, while God may will ease for humans (e.g.,
Qur’an 2:185), the actualization of that ease is
governed by the higher law of mashi’ah.
Grammatical analyses of verses such as Al-Kahf
(23-24) and Surah Al-Ra'd (26) are used to affirm
that divine will envelops temporal, spatial, and
existential dimensions of creation. Therefore, from
creation to provision, life and death, reward and
punishment, and even socio-natural phenomena
such as floods or earthquakes, all operate under
divine orchestration. However, such orchestration
does not preclude the human role in shaping
outcomes, particularly through supplication,
repentance, or moral conduct, thus preserving a
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space for volitional agency within a divinely
governed cosmos.

The article further examines specific instances of
life events and their attribution to divine will in the
Qur’an. For example, provision (rizg), death
(mawt), and natural disasters are frequently
associated with divine decree (taqdir) and wisdom.
Verses such as (Al-Ra'd, 26) and (Al-Waqi‘ah, 60)
illustrate how God’s will determines the allocation
of sustenance and timing of death. Yet, these divine
actions are presented not as arbitrary, but as
manifestations of divine knowledge and justice.
The analysis integrates classical tafsir (exegesis),
such as that of Fakhr al-Din al-Razi and al-
Zamakhshari, to explain how divine decrees follow
coherent laws or sunan ilahiyyah (divine patterns),
embedded within creation’s fabric (Razi, 1934;
Zamakhshari, 1986). Interestingly, the study also
highlights Qur’anic verses where natural
phenomena—Ilike the movement of the sun and
moon (Ya Sin, 38; Al-An‘am, 96)—are linked to
God’s predetermined calculations (taqdir),
underscoring that divine will governs not just
human fate but cosmic order. Nevertheless, it
affirms that within this deterministic system,
humans still bear responsibility for their moral
choices, hence the logical coherence of reward and
punishment.

Moreover, the study critically engages with the
theological implications of evil, suffering, and
calamities. Drawing on the ontological distinction
between khayr (good) and sharr (evil) as
articulated in classical theology, it argues that what
is often perceived as evil (e.g., natural disasters)
may serve higher divine purposes such as moral
purification, divine testing, or even pedagogical
discipline. As illustrated through references to
verses on the destruction of past nations (e.g., the
people of Liit), and explanations of divine tests
through hardship (Al-A‘raf, 94), the paper asserts
that calamities are neither meaningless nor
inconsistent with divine justice. Furthermore,
human beings are often themselves responsible for
exacerbating or falling into the path of these
tribulations due to negligence, poor planning, or



ol O e 9 S 20

moral failings. Rational faculties ( ‘ag/)}—a divine
gift—are provided to anticipate, avoid, or respond
ethically to such trials. The study also cites
traditions attributed to ‘Alr ibn Ab1 Talib wherein
taking precautions is itself an act aligned with
divine decree, as when he said, “I flee from the
decree of God to the decree of God,” indicating a
dynamic interplay between destiny and reasoned
action. Thus, evil is framed not as an ontological
force but a circumstantial reality resulting from
misuse of human agency within God’s lawful
universe.
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