Volume 3, Issue 4, Year 2024

1P+ F Sl ¢p yle2 o lod cpow 0599

Islamic Knowledge and Insight

Rhetorical Styles of the Divine Word in
Persuasive—Emotional Roles for
Influencing the Audience

1. Mohammad Aslam Raisi: Department of Arabic Language and Literature,
Kerman Branch, Islamic Azad University, Kerman, Iran

2. Bashir Zolali*: Department of Arabic Language and Literature, Kerman
Branch, Islamic Azad University, Kerman, Iran. (Email:

3179175591 @jiau.ir)

3. Mohammad Fatehi: Department of Arabic Language and Literature,
Jiroft Branch, Islamic Azad University, Jiroft, Iran

o Nl O gucs g S y2o

‘e Hoee .
— (M BB B 50 (29 AW Sl bl
bl S gy Wb g APl

Q\,L!@L.,fvou;\)'Ta\i,:sl;‘;\u;.x,l,‘df QE{A!,QL{)‘A})?:L;.:.?)‘.J.A.LW.\
) 02 0l S oDl 13T o8 ils el S dly e gy Slusl 5 050 8 alld 0 Y

(3179175591 @iau.ir :$5 5 I

Ol e o ¢ oDl 15T o1 02 il ¢ o0 Sl 5 05 03,5 1 0B dases ¥

Abstract

This study aims to analyze the rhetorical styles of divine revelation in
persuasive and emotional functions and examine how they influence the
audience. Using an analytical-rhetorical approach, the research explores the
concepts and pillars of ilm al-bayan—including simile, metaphor,
metonymy, and allusion—and investigates how these rhetorical devices are
employed in the Qur’anic verses and authentic hadiths to stimulate
behavioral motivation and evoke human emotions. The findings indicate
that the persuasive function of the language of revelation operates through
logical persuasion and strengthening the audience’s will to perform virtuous
deeds, while its emotional function works by creating emotional bonds,
conveying divine love, and evoking empathy. Furthermore, it was revealed
that in many instances, these two functions appear in overlapping rhetorical
structures, delivering the message in a multilayered and lasting form. This
overlap increases the semantic impact of the divine message and ensures
that its influence endures not only at the moment of reception but also over
time. Based on the results, this model can be applied to enhance
contemporary religious, cultural, and educational texts so that messages are
conveyed to the audience with comprehensive and lasting impact.

Keywords: Divine Revelation, Rhetorical Styles, Persuasive Function,
Emotional Function, Rhetoric, Holy Qur’an
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT
The present study investigates the rhetorical styles

of divine revelation in the Qur’an and authentic
hadiths, focusing on their persuasive and emotional
functions as instruments for influencing the
audience. In Qur’anic studies, rhetorical analysis is
not limited to aesthetic appreciation but serves as a
gateway to understanding the multilayered
communication strategies embedded within the
divine message. This research approaches the
subject through ilm al-bayan, a core branch of
Arabic rhetoric concerned with simile, metaphor,
metonymy, and allusion, which has historically
been central to interpreting the Qur’an’s inimitable
style (al-Jurjani, 2000; al-Suyuti, 2008).
Persuasive functions in the Qur’anic discourse are
linked to guiding, motivating, and reforming the
audience’s behavior, while emotional functions
aim to create deep affective bonds, instill divine
love, and evoke empathy. This dual focus situates
the study within both classical rhetorical theory and
modern communication perspectives, offering
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insights into the interaction of logical and affective
appeals in sacred texts (Makarem Shirazi, 2005;
Shauqi Dayf, 1993).
The theoretical framework is grounded in classical
rhetorical scholarship that identified the Qur’an’s
miraculous eloquence (i jaz al-bayan) as stemming
from the precise and purposeful use of linguistic
devices (al-Baqillani, 1991; al-Khattabi, 1990).
Simile (tashbih) serves to concretize abstract
concepts through vivid imagery, while metaphor
(isti‘arah) facilitates conceptual transfer, making
divine realities more comprehensible (al-
Firuzabadi, 1998; al-Sakkaki, 1995). Metonymy
(majaz mursal) and allusion (kinayah) create
associative depth, inviting reflection and layered
interpretation (al-Rummani, 1976; Ibn al-Athir,
1990). In this study, persuasive functions are linked
to the strategic deployment of these devices to
produce rational conviction and behavioral
impetus, whereas emotional functions are

associated with evoking empathy, reverence, and
spiritual longing. The interaction between these
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functions has been noted by exegetes who
recognized that the Qur’an often addresses intellect
and emotion simultaneously (al-Tabarsi, 1993; al-
Zamakhshari, 1987).

Methodologically, the research employs a
qualitative analytical-rhetorical approach. Data
collection involved purposive sampling of
Qur’anic verses and authentic hadiths that
exemplify persuasive and emotional functions in
their rhetorical structure. Selection criteria were
informed by exegetical works such as Tafsir al-
Namuna (Makarem Shirazi, 2005), Tafsir al-Safi
(al-Kashani, 2003), and Mafatih al-Ghayb (Fakhr
al-Din al-Razi, 1999), which provide detailed
accounts of rhetorical devices and their intended
impact. The analysis was conducted using a
functional lens, drawing on rhetorical and semantic
theories to interpret the communicative roles of
these devices within the context of the divine
message. This approach allowed for an
examination of both the structural properties of the
rhetorical devices and their pragmatic functions in
achieving persuasive or emotional outcomes
(Mostafavi, 1992; Nasiri, 2014).

Findings reveal that in the persuasive function,
similes often highlight moral consequences by
analogizing them to familiar sensory experiences,
thereby facilitating moral reasoning and decision-
making. For instance, metaphors portraying faith as
light and disbelief as darkness engage cognitive
schemas that frame moral alignment in terms of
perceptual clarity versus obscurity (al-Qazwini,
2002; al-Tusi, 1984). Metonymic expressions,
such as referencing “hands” to signify power or
action, condense complex notions into compact,
memorable forms that enhance argumentative
force. Allusions frequently serve as indirect
exhortations, prompting the audience to draw
moral inferences without explicit commands, thus
fostering internalized motivation (al-Jurjani,
1982; al-Suyuti, 2008). The persuasive role of
these devices is not merely ornamental; it
constitutes a core strategy for aligning human
behavior with divine directives.

VY

In the emotional function, rhetorical devices
operate to evoke compassion, gratitude, awe, and
love toward God. Similes comparing divine mercy
to a mother’s tenderness or rain nurturing barren
land elicit strong affective responses that deepen
the audience’s spiritual engagement (al-Khattabi,
1990; al-Zamakhshari, 1987). Metaphors that
conceptualize believers as a “single body” whose
parts feel each other’s pain foster solidarity and
empathy within the faith community (al-Bagqillani,
1991; Ibn al-Athir, 1990). Allusions to past
prophets’ trials function as emotional anchors,
connecting the audience to a shared sacred history
and inspiring resilience. The emotional appeal of
these devices reinforces their persuasive impact by
embedding moral imperatives within affect-laden
narratives (Makarem Shirazi, 2005; Shauqi Dayf,
1993). This interplay between cognitive and
affective dimensions is integral to the Qur’an’s
enduring influence.

A significant outcome of the study is the
identification of overlapping functions, where a
single rhetorical device simultaneously fulfills
persuasive and emotional roles. For example, the
metaphor of the “straight path” operates
persuasively by urging adherence to divine
guidance and emotionally by evoking a sense of
security and belonging (al-Tabarsi, 1993; Fakhr
al-Din al-Razi, 1999). Such dual-function devices
create multilayered messages that engage the
intellect and emotions in concert, enhancing
retention and internalization. This finding
underscores the sophistication of Qur’anic rhetoric,
which weaves persuasive logic and emotional
resonance into a unified communicative act. The
study concludes that understanding this dual-
functionality is essential for appreciating the
Qur’an’s rhetorical genius and for developing
contemporary religious discourse that aspires to
similar depth and effectiveness (Mostafavi, 1992;
Nasiri, 2014).
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