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Abstract

The present study, with a comparative and analytical approach, examines
the challenges of doctrinal exegetical narrations and their impact on the
realization of Islamic unity. The main objective is to identify points of
conflict and convergence in Shia and Sunni exegeses and to extract unity-
generating capacities. The research method is descriptive—analytical, based
on library sources and content analysis of selected narrations. The findings
show that part of the challenges arises from sectarian interpretations and
exclusivist readings that conflict with the overarching objectives of the
Qur’an, such as mercy and unity. At the same time, in fundamental topics
such as monotheism, prophethood, eschatology, and human dignity, there
are significant commonalities which, through a rapprochement-oriented
rereading, can provide the basis for Islamic unity. Another achievement of
the study is the identification of hidden capacities in the narrations that are
either shared or closely related in both traditions, which—especially by
relying on Islamic ethical principles, the objectives of the Sharia (magasid
al-shari‘a), and religious rationality—can play a role in forming a unity-
oriented and empathetic exegetical discourse. Accordingly, the research
emphasizes the necessity of reforming exegetical discourse, avoiding
religious absolutism, and enhancing the role of academic institutions and
exegetes in producing convergent religious knowledge. Ultimately, the
study underlines that in the present era, when the Islamic ummah faces
increasing crises in the realms of identity, legitimacy, and social cohesion,
the transition from divisive interpretations toward unity-centered exegesis
is not only an epistemic and religious necessity, but also a civilizational
strategy for achieving a unified Islamic society resilient against global
challenges.

Keywords: Doctrinal exegetical narrations, Islamic unity, comparative
exegesis, shared narrations, rapprochement of schools.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT
The contemporary Muslim world finds itself

grappling with deep-seated challenges of identity,
legitimacy, and cohesion that have been
exacerbated by divisive interpretations of religious
texts, particularly exegetical narrations with
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doctrinal implications. Although Islam rests upon
shared foundational  principles such as
monotheism, prophethood, eschatology, and the
dignity of humankind, sectarian readings of

exegetical traditions have often perpetuated
division and enmity rather than fostering unity
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(Tabataba’'i, 1995). Doctrinal  exegetical
narrations, transmitted from the Prophet, his
family, Companions, and followers, hold a decisive
place in the formation of theological orientations in
both Sunni and Shia traditions (Hosseini, 2019).
These narrations, when appropriated in the context
of polemical and sectarian disputes, have
reinforced factional boundaries and hindered
constructive dialogue. Yet, the Qur’an consistently
calls believers to collective adherence to the “rope
of God” and warns against division, an imperative
underscoring the necessity of re-examining
exegetical heritage (Nasr et al., 2015). Against this
backdrop, the study at hand adopts a comparative
and analytical approach to uncover the sources of
divergence and convergence within Sunni and Shia
exegetical traditions and to highlight the latent
potential of shared narrations in advancing Islamic
unity.

Exegetical narrations, by definition, refer to
transmitted reports from the Prophet, the Imams,
Companions, and Followers that seek to explain,
interpret, or contextualize Qur’anic verses
(Tabataba’'i, 2002). These narrations extend
beyond mere lexical clarifications and often
address deeper theological, eschatological, and
ethical dimensions (Sobhani, 2019, 2020). While
in Shia hermeneutics, the narrations of the Imams
are privileged on account of their infallibility and
divinely endowed knowledge (Kulayni, 2009), in
Sunni exegesis the focus rests largely on reports
from the Prophet and his Companions, especially
early authorities such as Ibn ‘Abbas and Ibn
Mas‘dd (Ibn Hajar al-‘Asqalani, 1999). This
divergence has produced distinctive interpretive
trajectories: in Shia thought, exegetical narrations
frequently underpin doctrines of Imamate, divine
justice, and eschatology, while in Sunni traditions
they bolster discourses on God’s attributes,
predestination, and the legitimacy of the caliphate
(Salehi, 2021; Sobhani, 2021). Nonetheless, both
traditions converge on the recognition of exegetical
narrations as indispensable to understanding
Qur’anic revelation in its theological, spiritual, and
legal dimensions (Mostafavi, 2022; Suyuti, 1984).

4

One of the central distinctions between doctrinal
and non-doctrinal exegetical narrations lies in their
impact upon the identity and unity of the Muslim
community. Doctrinal narrations, focusing on
creedal matters such as divine attributes,
predestination, and leadership, have historically
provoked deep divisions among Muslims, giving
rise to diverse theological schools like the
Ash‘arites, Mu‘tazilites, and Imamiyya (Hosseini,
2019). In contrast, non-doctrinal narrations that
elucidate ethical, legal, or historical aspects of the
Qur’an have generally fostered less contentious
outcomes and contributed more readily to shared
communal practices (Mo‘azzi, 2021; Qurtubi,
1988). The preservation of unity thus demands
greater  scrutiny of doctrinal  narrations,
distinguishing authentic and unity-promoting
reports from weak or polemical traditions. In both
Shia and Sunni scholarship, methodological
principles such as isnad criticism, alignment with
Qur’anic fundamentals, and rational coherence
serve as filters in assessing narrational reliability
(Ibn al-Salah, 1995; Khu'’i, 2001; Sobhani, 2017).
A critical rereading of these narrations—one
attentive to Qur’anic imperatives of mercy, justice,
and unity—nholds the promise of reducing sectarian
misinterpretations and opening pathways for
rapprochement (Amin, 1982; Soroush-Mahallati,
2019).

The Qur’an and Prophetic Sunna lay a strong
theological foundation for the unity of the Muslim
ummah. The concept of “one community” (umma
wahida) highlights the spiritual and sociopolitical
integrity that Muslims are called to uphold
(Majlis1, 1983; Makarem Shirazi, 2016). Qur’anic
verses such as “Hold fast to the rope of God all
together and do not be divided” (Al ‘Imran 3:103)
encapsulate this ethos (Fadlallah, 2005;
Tabataba'1, 1995), while Prophetic traditions stress
that divine assistance accompanies the united
collective, with fragmentation viewed as a threat to
religious vitality (Salehi, 2021). Historical
precedents such as the “Constitution of Medina”
demonstrate the Prophet’s pragmatic model of
unity, where pluralism was accommodated under a
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framework of shared responsibility and defense
(Qazizadeh, 2021; Soroush-Mahallati, 2019).
The Shia tradition particularly emphasizes the
unifying potential of narratives that reinforce the
principles of justice, divine oneness, and divinely
ordained leadership (Kulayni, 2009; Majlisi,
1983), whereas Sunni traditions uphold narratives
affirming communal solidarity through adherence
to the Prophet and his Companions (Tabari, 1987,
Zamakhshari, 1984). Across both traditions,
however, lies an opportunity to highlight and
activate narrations that foster fraternity, mercy, and
cooperation (Jafari, 2019; Karimi, 2017,
Mohammadi Reyshahri, 2021; Najafi Mar ‘ashi,
2020; Nourbakhsh, 2020).

In assessing the interpretive methodologies of
Sunni and Shia traditions, notable differences
emerge. Shia hermeneutics place a premium on the
interpretive authority of the Imams and uphold a
layered approach to Qur’anic meaning,
encompassing both the exoteric (zahir) and esoteric
(batin) dimensions (Fayd Kashani, 1998;
Tabataba'i, 2002). This orientation justifies the
incorporation of philosophical reasoning and
mystical insight into scriptural exegesis. In
contrast, Sunni exegesis is characterized by a
strong reliance on transmitted reports, particularly
from the Prophet and Companions, and emphasizes
linguistic, contextual, and historical analyses
(Suytitl, 1984; Tabari, 1987). The role of rational
speculation is comparatively restrained, though
schools such as the Ash‘arites developed calibrated
frameworks for reconciling apparent conflicts
between textual literalism and theological
abstraction (Fakhr al-Din, 2018; Fakhr Razi,
1999). These methodological differences shape the
ways in which doctrinal narrations are understood:
Shia exegesis tends toward interpretive expansion
anchored in the teachings of the Imams, while
Sunni  exegesis privileges the transmitted
consensus of the early community (Dhahabi, 1990;
Ibn Taymiyyah, 1983). Despite these divergences,
both approaches converge on the centrality of
safeguarding communal faith and preventing

heretical deviations (Sadeqi, 2022; Sobhani,
2021).

The comparative analysis of doctrinal exegetical
narrations in Shia and Sunni traditions reveals both
the sources of sectarian discord and the prospects
for unity. Narrations concerning leadership, divine
attributes, and predestination have often been
appropriated to buttress divergent theological
systems, thereby reinforcing  sectarianism
(Kulayni, 2009; Suyitl, 1984; Tabataba'i, 1995).
Yet, many narrations also point to shared
convictions—such as the transcendence of God, the
certainty of the Day of Judgment, and the ethical
responsibility of believers—that constitute a fertile
ground for unity (Majlisi, 1983; Mostafavi, 2022).
By foregrounding narrations that emphasize
universal values of justice, compassion, and divine
mercy, exegetical discourse can shift away from
exclusivism toward inclusivity (Fadlallah, 2005;
Qaderi, 2022). The key, therefore, lies not only in
critical textual analysis but also in the intentional
cultivation of a unity-oriented exegetical discourse,
one that acknowledges diversity without allowing
it to undermine collective solidarity (Mousavi,
2021). This requires the active participation of
scholarly institutions and exegetes committed to
producing convergent religious knowledge
(Sobhani, 2020; Soroush-Mahallati, 2019).

In conclusion, the study underscores that the
transition from divisive to unity-oriented exegesis
is both an epistemological necessity and a
civilizational imperative for the Muslim ummah.
Doctrinal exegetical narrations, long a source of
discord, can become vehicles of rapprochement if
critically reinterpreted in light of the Qur’an’s
overarching goals of mercy, justice, and unity. This
endeavor demands the reform of exegetical
discourse, the rejection of absolutist claims, and the
strengthening of inter-madhhab dialogue rooted in
shared traditions. In an era marked by
unprecedented global challenges, the realization of
Islamic unity through a careful re-engagement with
exegetical narrations represents not merely a
religious aspiration but a strategic path toward
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building a resilient, inclusive, and unified Muslim
society.
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