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Abstract

The realization of the Mahdavi society, regarded as the ultimate
goal of human history, requires both individual and collective
readiness across intellectual, moral, and social dimensions.
Qur’anic and narrational teachings emphasize that the “Divine
Trust” is embodied in the guardianship (wilayah) of the infallible
Imams, and accepting this guardianship constitutes the criterion of
true faith and the foundation for establishing a universal order of
justice. Within this framework, velayatmadari (adherence to divine
guardianship) emerges not only as the central element of Shi‘a
identity but also as the basis of all other virtues. This article, using
a descriptive-analytical approach, examines the essential
components required for the formation of a Mahdavi society. The
findings reveal that belief in a savior has been common across many
religions; however, in Islam, anticipation is defined as an active and
responsible stance that demands patience, faith, moral integrity, and
intellectual maturity. Moreover, the study underscores the role of
parents, families, religious scholars, and Islamic leaders in
preparing a generation of believers through modernized
transmission of Islamic teachings. Traits such as genuine faith,
simplicity, patience, professional competence, Islamic -ethics,
responsibility, and above all velayatmadari are highlighted as the
primary criteria for readiness. In conclusion, the establishment of a
Mahdavi society depends on the elevation of human understanding,
the cultivation of virtuous leaders and communities, and the
unwavering commitment to divine guardianship, all of which
require conscious and collective effort.

Keywords: Higher Self, social education, grounds for
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

The notion of constructing a Mahdavi society has
long been central in Shi’a Islamic thought,
reflecting a vision of ultimate justice, divine
governance, and human perfection under the
leadership of the awaited savior, Imam Mahdi (A).
The article elaborates on the theological, ethical,
and  sociopolitical ~ dimensions  of  this
transformative vision by engaging Qur’anic
exegesis, narrations, classical scholarship, and
contemporary reflections. The concept of divine
trust (amanah) is particularly emphasized, showing
that the Qur’an describes this responsibility as
something so weighty that even the heavens, the
earth, and the mountains refused to bear it, yet
humankind accepted it (Adel Far & Sotudeh Nia,
2015). This acceptance, according to exegetes,
represents the human capacity and obligation to
carry the divine order, which is not limited to ritual
duties but encompasses the perfection of religion
itself through walayah, or divine guardianship.
Mystical interpretations further expand this into
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dimensions such as love, intellect, covenant, and
divine secrets, yet the article stresses that the most
consistent meaning aligns with the transmission of
divine authority to God’s chosen vicegerents on
earth. Within this framework, Imam Ali (A) is
portrayed as the first bearer of this divine trust after
the Prophet Muhammad (S), and the Imams who
succeeded him are seen as the living embodiment
of this guardianship. This theoretical foundation
provides the basis for the discussion of
velayatmadari (adherence to divine guardianship)
as an indispensable quality of believers who wish
to prepare themselves and their societies for the
reappearance of the Mahdi. Importantly, the article
also situates this expectation of a messianic savior
within a comparative religious framework,
showing how Judaism, Christianity,
Zoroastrianism, and other traditions contain
anticipations of a final redeemer (Arab, 2014; M.
R. Hakimi, 1997). Such comparisons highlight the
universality of the yearning for justice, though
Islam emphasizes that only through loyalty to the
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rightful divine authority can humanity attain the
promised just order.

The article then transitions into a discussion of the
practical and ethical traits that individuals and
leaders must cultivate to realize such a society,
particularly emphasizing the notion of sabr and
sa‘at sadr (patience and breadth of chest). Imam Ali
(A) describes tolerance and magnanimity as
essential tools of leadership, teaching that a ruler
cannot maintain justice and stability without a deep
capacity for patience. The historical example of
Imam Ali himself is presented as instructive:
despite clear designation by the Prophet (S) in
multiple contexts, including the well-documented
Ghadir Khumm event, Imam Ali refrained from
armed opposition when others assumed leadership
after the Prophet’s death. Instead, he endured
twenty-five years of relative political withdrawal
for the sake of safeguarding the unity and survival
of the young Islamic community. The article
underscores that such restraint should not be
mistaken for negligence or complacency. Rather, it
demonstrates the distinction between purposeful
patience that allows opportunities for reform and
destructive  laxity that enables repeated
transgressions. To clarify this distinction, the
article recalls the parable of the child who stole
eggs without correction and later became a camel
thief, symbolizing the dangers of misplaced
leniency. Leaders in any era, therefore, must
discern when to tolerate for the sake of reform and
when to impose just punishment to prevent
systemic collapse. This nuanced understanding of
forbearance underscores the centrality of moral
wisdom and discipline in governance and in
preparing a community for the divine order.
Another major theme explored in the article is the
quality of true anticipation (entezar) for the Imam
of the Age. The text situates this anticipation in the
context of contemporary global challenges marked
by corruption, oppression, inequity, and moral
decay, noting that the modern world increasingly
appears as a battlefield between divine and satanic
systems. The Islamic narrative of a savior emerges
as one answer among many traditions to

4

humanity’s yearning for deliverance. The article
highlights how biblical texts, despite undergoing
alterations, still preserve glimpses of this promise,
as seen in the prophecies of Moses and the Gospel
of Matthew that foretell the coming of the Son of
Man in glory (M. Hakimi, 1997). Similarly, Jewish
eschatology long anticipated deliverance from
Roman subjugation through a promised redeemer,
though Jewish communities largely failed to
recognize Jesus or the Prophet Muhammad, leaving
their expectation unfulfilled. Zoroastrian teachings
concerning the arrival of Saoshyant also exemplify
this motif of consolation in the face of defeat and
oppression (Arab, 2014). Yet, the Islamic doctrine
of Mahdism integrates and supersedes these
traditions by framing anticipation as not only a
passive hope but also an active responsibility that
requires moral readiness, societal reform, and
intellectual maturity. Martyr Motahhari interprets
the Mahdist revolution as the culmination of
prophetic missions and human history, occurring
when humanity’s intellectual and spiritual growth
reaches a threshold suitable for universal justice
(Motahhari, 2015b). In this way, waiting becomes
an ethical project demanding discipline, faith, and
transformative action from individuals and
communities.

The article draws attention to narrations that
elevate the status of future believers who will
remain steadfast in the era of occultation despite
not having direct access to the Imam. One hadith
attributed to the Prophet Muhammad (S) praises
such believers as possessing faith and certainty
greater than many companions, since they will
cling to the Qur’an and the words of the Ahl al-Bayt
in the absence of visible guidance (Majlesi, 1983).
Another narration promises that their reward will
equal fifty times that of the early Muslims, because
they must endure trials and confusion without
direct prophetic presence. These reports illustrate
that true anticipation is not characterized by
passivity but by resilience, knowledge, and loyalty.
The article extends this point by engaging with the
concept of raj‘a (return), whereby select prophets,
Imams, and sincere believers will be brought back
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at the time of the Mahdi’s appearance to support his
mission. Within this eschatological framework, the
well-known figure of 313 companions symbolizes
the core vanguard of the Mahdi’s revolution. The
Prophet is reported to have assured Salman al-Farsi
that he and others of his caliber would witness the
Mahdi’s rise and that they, along with those
possessing pure loyalty, would be the agents of
divine justice (Tabari Amuli, 1992). This
eschatological narrative emphasizes that these
select companions embody both absolute loyalty to
divine guardianship and the highest levels of moral
and spiritual readiness, distinguishing them from
nominal Muslims whose motivations are corrupted
by selfishness or isolationism.

Velayatmadari, or the adherence to divine
guardianship, thus emerges as a central pillar of this
extended vision. Without loyalty to God’s chosen
representatives, no amount of personal virtue can
secure true faith. The article cites the example of
Salman al-Farsi, praised by Imam Ja‘far al-Sadiq
for consistently prioritizing the will of Imam Ali
over his own, loving the poor, and venerating
scholars (Majlesi, 1983). Conversely, the narration
of Kumayl ibn Ziyad illustrates how even a
seemingly devout man reciting the Qur’an could
fall into hypocrisy and damnation if he failed to
recognize and follow the rightful Imam (Qummi,
1995). These anecdotes demonstrate that
velayatmadari is  the
distinguishing authentic believers from hypocrites.
Theologically, this is tied back to the earlier

decisive  criterion

discussion of amanah, which was entrusted to
humankind but ultimately manifests in the divine
guardianship entrusted to the Imams (Adel Far &
Sotudeh Nia, 2015). In the absence of the infallible
Imam, rationality and transmitted narrations
demand obedience to the most learned jurist who
embodies the ethos of the perfect human. Thus,
velayatmadari is not an abstract principle but a
living practice that binds believers to the divine
order in every age, preparing them for the global
establishment of justice.

In synthesizing these themes, the article identifies
a range of moral, intellectual, and social attributes

Yn

necessary for constructing a Mahdavi society.
These include education grounded in Islamic
lifestyle, genuine faith, simplicity in living,
patience and tolerance, professional competence,
enjoining good and forbidding evil, moral
refinement, diligent work, responsibility, true
anticipation, and above all, velayatmadari. The
discussion emphasizes that without velayatmadari,
all other traits remain incomplete, as true faith
requires alignment with divine authority.
Furthermore, it is argued that humanity must
continually strive toward intellectual and spiritual
elevation to become capable of receiving the Mahdi
and realizing God’s promise of global justice.

The article concludes that the realization of a
Mahdavi society is not a utopian abstraction but a
demanding project requiring both personal
transformation and collective effort. Parents,
educators, and religious scholars are called upon to
adapt their teaching and preaching methods to
contemporary realities, abandoning purely classical
expositions in favor of approaches that resonate
with modern youth. Likewise, governance must be
entrusted to leaders who embody the qualities
associated with the perfect human, using tolerance,
discipline, and moral courage to guide
communities. Above all, believers must cultivate
readiness for the Imam’s reappearance by nurturing
both intellectual growth and spiritual loyalty. In
doing so, they align themselves with the divine plan
and hasten the establishment of the promised order
of justice and truth.
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