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Abstract

The ultimate objective of this research is to explore the concept of
justice from the perspectives of Imam Khomeini and Plato.
Recognizing the political thought of Plato, as one of the great
theorists of political science, plays an important role in
understanding the foundations of justice in the West, since the most
significant pillar of his theorizing is the recourse to rationality. In
the thought and vision of Imam Khomeini, the main factor in
determining the characteristics of desirable justice is his own
definition of the concept of justice. The research method is
interpretivism. The research methodology is based on an
interpretivist approach grounded in thematic analysis. The findings
of the study show that the epistemological structure of Plato,
centered on reason, led to a transformation in the content of his
thought. By employing theories such as the “Form of the Good,”
natural inequalities, and human indices based on appetite, spirit, and
reason, he depicted a kind of imaginary or ideal state—what he
termed the “utopia” or madinah fadilah—which, due to the strength
of its rational foundations, has thus far preserved an important part
of the foundations of the concept of justice in the West. Imam
Khomeini’s logic regarding justice, which was based on rational,
philosophical, and jurisprudential principles on the one hand, and
Shi‘a political thought and jurisprudential innovation on the other,
simultaneously considered divine, individual, and social aspects.
He practically implemented a part of it in society; however, he
delineated the general indicators of justice at the individual, social,
and global levels. Yet, due to the absence of precise criteria, the lack
of institutionalization, and its limited acceptance, a large portion of
it does not possess practical applicability in the political sphere of
Iran and the world.

Keywords: Concept of Justice, Plato, Imam Khomeini, Political
Thought of Plato
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT
The concept of justice has historically occupied a

central position in philosophical, theological, and
political thought, and its interpretation has varied
depending on cultural traditions, religious
frameworks, and philosophical systems. This study
focuses on a comparative exploration of the
perspectives of Imam Khomeini and Plato, each of
whom represents a distinct yet profoundly
influential intellectual tradition. Plato, situated in
the classical Greek context, is considered the first
philosopher to develop a comprehensive theory of
justice grounded in rationalism, metaphysics, and
social order (Alam, 2019; Liedman, 2021; Plato,
2018). His vision of justice in The Republic offers
both an individual and societal dimension,
emphasizing harmony between the rational,
spirited, and appetitive elements of the soul as well
as the proper functioning of the philosopher-ruler,
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guardians, and producers within the state. Justice
for Plato is, therefore, a matter of alignment,
proportionality, and role-based responsibility, with
each class in society adhering to its defined duties
(Plato, 2018). Imam Khomeini, conversely,
interprets justice as a divine attribute, an existential
necessity, and a comprehensive human virtue
rooted in both Shi’a jurisprudence and mystical
philosophy (Imam Khomeini, 1990, 2006, 2009).
In his thought, justice is simultaneously a spiritual
disposition, a moral quality of the self, and the
foundation of an Islamic political order. This dual
comparative framework situates the inquiry within
broader intercultural dialogues between Greek
rationalism and Islamic political theology while
also highlighting the enduring relevance of justice
for contemporary socio-political systems.

Plato’s theory of justice begins with his broader
metaphysical system, particularly his theory of
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Forms, in which justice, like other virtues, exists as
an ideal reality accessible through reason. For him,
justice is the principle that ensures order both in the
soul and in society: every element must perform its
appropriate function without encroaching on
others. The rational part of the soul must rule,
supported by the spirited element, while restraining
the appetitive part, thereby creating harmony and
balance (Plato, 2018). This same structural
principle extends to society, where philosopher-
kings embody wisdom, guardians represent
courage, and producers manage material needs.
Justice emerges when each class focuses
exclusively on its designated role, ensuring
equilibrium and social stability (Plato, 2018).
Plato’s suspicion of democracy arises from his
concern that mass governance, dominated by
unchecked desires, leads to disorder and injustice
(Liedman, 2021). For him, the pursuit of justice
requires governance by philosophers, individuals
trained in rational thought and committed to the
Form of the Good. Moreover, his distinction
between necessary and unnecessary desires situates
justice as not merely a political arrangement but
also a moral discipline directed against indulgence
in superfluous pleasures, which he considered the
root of corruption and injustice (Alam, 2019). This
systemic approach, which binds metaphysics,
psychology, and politics, represents the rationalist
foundation of Western political thought and
highlights the centrality of justice as both a
personal and societal virtue.

Imam Khomeini’s conception of justice, while
resonating with elements of classical philosophy, is
embedded within the Islamic intellectual tradition,
drawing on Qur’anic exegesis, Shi’a jurisprudence,
and mystical metaphysics. He viewed justice as a
divine attribute, a manifestation of God’s
perfection, and the foundation of the created order
(Imam Khomeini, 2006). At the personal level,
justice signifies the equilibrium of the soul, defined
as the balance between reason, anger, and desire,
similar in structural form to Plato’s tripartite
psychology (Imam Khomeini, 2009). As a moral
quality, justice is the “mean” between excess and
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deficiency, a definition that resonates with both
Aristotelian ethics and Islamic traditions of virtue
(Imam Khomeini, 2009). Yet, unlike Plato, Imam
Khomeini grounds this equilibrium in the divine
nature of human creation, asserting that love of
justice and rejection of tyranny are innate elements
of human fitra (primordial disposition). On a
broader societal level, justice represents the
essence of Islamic governance, in which law is not
merely an instrument of social order but the very
manifestation of divine justice intended to ensure
human flourishing (Imam Khomeini, 2006).
Hence, justice is both transcendental and
immanent, a theological truth and a socio-political
necessity, making it the cornerstone of his vision
for an Islamic state and society.

Imam Khomeini’s political application of justice
emphasizes not only distributive fairness in
economic life but also legal equality, protection of
the oppressed, and resistance to tyranny. He
consistently stressed that justice demands equality
before the law and fair distribution of resources,
ensuring that the needs of the most vulnerable are
prioritized (Choghaei, 2002; Khomeini, 2006).
For him, justice was inseparable from social
responsibility: Islamic governance had to be
oriented toward the welfare of the deprived and the
establishment of a balanced economic system that
avoids both capitalist exploitation and communist
suppression (Khomeini, 2006). Moreover, Imam
Khomeini linked justice with freedom, holding that
freedom is a God-given right realizable only under
a just political order (Khomeini, 2006). This
perspective redefines liberty within an Islamic
framework, where freedom is bounded not by
arbitrary social constraints but by divine law, which
itself embodies justice. In this way, justice becomes
the guarantor of both liberty and equality, and the
absence of justice inevitably leads to oppression,
inequality, and moral corruption. His insistence on
simplicity, anti-elitism, and solidarity with the poor
underscores the practical dimensions of his justice-
oriented politics, shaping revolutionary Iran’s
political discourse and policy orientation toward
social justice (Razavi, 2002).
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The comparative analysis between Plato and Imam
Khomeini reveals both convergences and
divergences. Both conceive justice as harmony and
balance, whether in the individual soul or the social
order. Both stress the necessity of each part
fulfilling its proper role, whether framed in terms
of the tripartite soul and social classes (Plato) or in
terms of spiritual faculties and social
responsibilities  (Imam  Khomeini)  (Imam
Khomeini, 2009; Plato, 2018). However, while
Plato’s vision is grounded in rational metaphysics
and detached from divine revelation, Imam
Khomeini’s view is profoundly theological,
embedding justice within God’s attributes and the
cosmic order (Imam Khomeini, 2006).
Additionally, Plato’s suspicion of democracy
contrasts with Imam Khomeini’s advocacy for
popular participation within an Islamic framework,
where governance should reflect both divine law
and the collective welfare of the people (Khomeini,
2006). Their approaches also differ in emphasis:
Plato’s justice is primarily structural and role-
based, while Imam Khomeini expands the concept
to encompass not only personal virtue and political
governance but also global justice, envisioning
justice as the ultimate mission of humanity and the
defining characteristic of the awaited messianic age
(Kashani, 2019; Marcuse, 2021). Thus, the
comparative framework highlights the universality
of justice as a concept while also illustrating the
cultural and philosophical particularities that shape
its articulation.

In conclusion, this comparative study of justice in
the thought of Plato and Imam Khomeini
underscores the enduring centrality of justice as
both a philosophical and theological ideal and a
political imperative. Plato’s rationalist model
provides a foundational framework for
understanding justice as order, proportionality, and
functional harmony, while Imam Khomeini
reinterprets justice as a divine attribute manifested
in personal virtue, social equilibrium, and political
governance. While their intellectual traditions
differ fundamentally—Greek rationalism versus
Islamic theocentric philosophy—the convergence
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of their emphasis on balance, harmony, and
rejection of tyranny affirms the universal human
aspiration for justice across civilizations. This
synthesis not only enriches the philosophical
discourse on justice but also offers practical
insights for contemporary societies grappling with
inequality, oppression, and the search for
legitimacy in  governance. By  bridging
metaphysical principles with political realities,
both thinkers illuminate pathways toward creating
societies rooted in fairness, moral responsibility,
and the pursuit of human flourishing.
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