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Abstract

Conquests refer to the opening of non-Islamic lands with the
purpose of spreading Islam beyond the Arabian Peninsula, which
began in 634 CE during the caliphate of the first caliph and
continued until the period of the ‘Uthmanid rule. By “early
conquests,” the study refers to the conquests during the era of the
first three Islamic caliphs. Islam is known as a religion of justice,
equality, compassion, and kindness—not as a religion of Kkilling,
looting, racial superiority, ethnic or tribal prejudice, and other such
matters that were among the damages of the early conquests. This
is while true Islam stemmed from the words of Imam ‘Al1 (AS);
therefore, analyzing the shortcomings of the three caliphs’
performance in the early conquests and Imam ‘Ali’s (AS) stance
toward these conquests is significant for clarifying the authentic
Islamic view of conquest. The present study, conducted using a
descriptive—analytical method, seeks to answer questions such as:
“What was the performance of the three caliphs in the early
conquests and what was Imam ‘Ali’s (AS) position regarding
them?” Imam ‘Al (AS) agreed with the principle of oftensive jihad
and the expansion of Islam around the phrase /a ilaha illa Allah,
Muhammad rasil Allah; however, he did not accept the legitimacy
of the caliphs’ authority, rejected the actions undertaken by them,
and, since he was practicing taqiyya (precautionary dissimulation)
during that period, he could not openly express his explicit views.
Ultimately, during his own caliphate, he was confronted with the
fait accompli and, in order to implement true Islam and to reduce
corruption, he had no choice but to administer the conquered
territories.

Keywords: Imam ‘Ali (AS), early conquests, three caliphs,
offensive jihad
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT
The expansion of Islam during the early conquests

under the leadership of the first three caliphs is one
of the most contested episodes in Islamic history,
both in terms of legitimacy and methodology. The
present study investigates the performance of the
three caliphs during these conquests and contrasts
it with the explicit and implicit position of Imam
‘Al1 (AS), who is regarded as the rightful successor
of the Prophet Muhammad (PBUH). Conquests in
the technical sense refer to the opening of non-
Islamic territories with the declared purpose of
spreading Islam beyond the Arabian Peninsula, a
process that began in 634 CE and intensified under
the leadership of Abu Bakr, ‘Umar, and ‘Uthman.
Yet, the very spirit of Islam, as outlined in the
Qur’'an and emphasized by Imam ‘Al (AS), is
based on justice, equality, compassion, and human
dignity—not killing, looting, and domination. This
article traces how the divergence between authentic
Islam and the policies of the caliphs led to
distortions of Islamic values in practice, a point
underscored by numerous historical accounts that
question whether key figures such as al-Hasan and
al-Husayn ever participated in the conquests
attributed to them (Hasan Begi & Mahdavi Fard,
1998; Ranjbar, 2003; Tabari, 1983; Thaqafi,
1975; Zamani, 2001). Through a descriptive—
analytical method, the study highlights how later
historical insertions, particularly by Umayyad and
‘Abbasid narrators, attempted to legitimize violent
expansion by associating it with the Prophet’s
household, despite a lack of credible evidence.

The research further explores the controversial
narratives surrounding the marriage of Imam al-
Husayn (AS) with Shahrbant, daughter of the
Sassanian king Yazdegerd Il1, which some sources
interpreted as evidence of his presence in early
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conquests. Various accounts in the works of
Shaykh Sadiiq, Kulayni, al-Mahallati, and others
provide conflicting descriptions, some attributing
the transfer of Shahrbani to the period of the third
caliph, while others claim her arrival in Medina
occurred under ‘Umar (Kulayni, 1990; Mahallati,
1990; Shaykh Saduq, 1998b, 2001). Critics such
as Motahhari and Shariati dismissed these accounts
as historically untenable due to weak transmitters
such as ‘Amr ibn Shammar (Motahhari, 2001;
Shariati, 1998), while Shahidi suggested that the
widespread acceptance of the Shahrbanii narrative
is an example of a popular legend devoid of sound
origin (Shahidi, 1986). Classical Shi‘i historians
such as al-Mungari and Ya‘qubi, however,
recorded the marriage in their early works,
suggesting that its symbolic significance later
overshadowed its historical authenticity (Mungqari,
1991; Ya'qubi, 1996). This multiplicity of
narratives reinforces the methodological challenge
of separating fabricated reports aimed at
sanctifying the conquests from authentic traditions
reflecting the stance of Imam ‘AlT and his
household, who consistently upheld principles of
justice and non-aggression.

To contextualize Imam ‘Alr’s (AS) position, the
article categorizes the motives of the early
conquests into four domains: ideological,
economic, political, and military. On the
ideological front, the rhetoric of jihad and the
dissemination of tawhid were emphasized, with
sources noting that letters from Abu Bakr and
‘Umar framed the campaigns as calls to Islam
(Baladhuri, 1996; Katouzian, 2009; Tabari,
1983). Economically, the harsh conditions of
Arabia and the desire for spoils played a central
role, with both contemporary Arab historians and
Western scholars underscoring the primacy of
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plunder over piety (Dinawari, 1985; Duiker &
Spielvogel.J.J, 2016; Frye, 2000; Hitti, 1937;
Hourani & Ruthven, 2010). Politically, the caliphs
sought to redirect internal dissent by channeling
unrest into external warfare, as suggested by al-
Waqidi (Wagqidi, 1990, 2011). Militarily, scholars
like Noble argued that pre-Islamic Arab traditions
of raiding (ghazw) required new outlets once intra-
Muslim violence was curtailed (Noble, 2008).
These motives, however, sharply contrasted with
the prophetic and ‘Alid model of warfare, which
emphasized defensive struggle and the preservation
of human dignity. Imam “Ali (AS), while agreeing
in principle with offensive jihad when led by a
legitimate authority, consistently rejected the
unilateral and self-serving campaigns of the
caliphs, a stance aligned with Shi‘i jurisprudence
which restricts offensive jihad to the explicit
sanction of a living infallible Imam (Tusi, 1969).
Sunni jurists, conversely, argued that expediency
and the ruler’s discretion sufficed to declare such
wars (Jassas, 1994), illustrating a foundational
divergence in legal and theological frameworks.

The study also investigates Imam “Alr’s apparent
silence and limited involvement during the
caliphates, a silence often misinterpreted as tacit
approval. Historical evidence shows that his silence
was born out of tagiyya (precautionary
dissimulation) rather than consent. Imam ‘Ali (AS)
and his family were under severe restrictions,
including city confinement, confiscation of
property such as Fadak, suppression of his
recension of the Qur'an, and threats of
assassination (Halali 'Amiri Kufi, 1996; Kulayni,
1990; Nishapuri, 1992; Sam'ani al-Marwazi,
1962; Suyuti & Shafi'i, 1963; Tabari, 1983;
Ya'qubi, 1996). His role was confined to advisory
consultation in select judicial, military, or
theological matters, but never in ways that implied
recognition of caliphal legitimacy (Amini, 1890;
Sharif al-Murtada, 1989). Thus, interpreting his
silence as agreement disregards the existential
threats he and his household faced. Indeed, his later
sermons in Nahj al-Balagha and other reports
reveal his deep opposition to the caliphs’ rule and

\§

their policies, indicating that his silence was
strategic rather than ideological.

Opposition to the caliphs extended beyond the
sphere of conquests to their very claim to authority.
Historical reports describe episodes of coercion,
forced allegiance, violence against Fatima al-
Zahra’ (AS), and the attempted assassination of
Imam ‘Ali (AS) (Ibn Qutaybah, 1968; Mas'udi,
2005; Mohammadi Reyshahri, 2007; Tabarsi,
2002). His six-month refusal to pledge allegiance
to Abii Bakr, his rejection of the third caliph’s
conditions, and his persistent criticisms of bid‘a
(innovations) instituted by the caliphs all
underscore his resistance (Askari, 1996; Bukhari,
1981). Moreover, traditions preserved in Shi‘i
sources explicitly condemn the legitimacy of
conquests conducted without the Imam’s sanction,
such as those citing Imam al-Sadiq (AS), who
declared that lands conquered under such
circumstances were opened upon falsehood and
that their people were doomed except for a handful
(Hasan Begi & Mahdavi Fard, 1998; Tusi, 1988).
These sources strengthen the argument that Imam
‘Al1 (AS) neither endorsed nor participated in the
policies of expansion that the caliphs pursued, even
if some of his companions or relatives were
compelled to engage for pragmatic reasons of
preserving Islam’s minimal presence of justice in
conquered lands (Montazer al-Qaim, 2005;
Siyuri, 1993).

In conclusion, the findings of this research
demonstrate that Imam ‘Al1 (AS) fundamentally
opposed the policies and actions of the three
caliphs, particularly their approach to conquest.
While accepting the principle of jihad as a means
of spreading Islam and eliminating oppression, he
rejected the legitimacy of the caliphs and did not
recognize their wars as valid jihad. The claims of
his or his sons’ participation in these campaigns are
historically weak, often based on fabricated or
contradictory reports. His silence was an act of
survival, rooted in tagiyya, rather than a sign of
approval. Ultimately, when he assumed the
caliphate, he inherited a landscape shaped by
conquests he had never endorsed, and he was
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forced to manage them pragmatically to reduce
harm while striving to reintroduce the authentic
Islam of compassion, justice, and equality. The
study thus concludes that the pathology of the early
conquests lies not in the principle of expansion but
in the illegitimacy of those who led them, and the
authentic stance of Imam ‘Alr (AS) serves as a
corrective lens through which the true Islamic
perspective on conquest can be understood.
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