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Abstract

The foundation of the family is an emotional, social, and legal
institution in which good character, proper conduct, and kind
speech among members serve as the key factors for its continuity
and the primary cause of deepening and expanding familial
relationships. In contemporary societies, with the rapid growth of
science and industry, and consequently the increase in life problems
and expenses alongside the lowering of tolerance thresholds, it is
frequently observed that family members, due to individual factors
such as suspicion and distrust, foul language and verbal abuse,
fault-finding, as well as external factors, particularly familial,
cultural, and social issues, resort to mistreatment of one another and
to violence in words and actions. This phenomenon leads to the
destabilization of the family foundation. Therefore, given the
importance of this issue, the present article—designed and
classified with the aim of identifying and determining the duties of
family members in the consolidation of the family foundation—
seeks to answer the following question: from a jurisprudential
perspective, what obligations do family members bear in ensuring
cohesion and reinforcement of the family structure? The research
method is descriptive—analytical. The findings indicate that, from a
jurisprudential standpoint, the main obligations of family members
in strengthening the family foundation include respecting the
dignity of members, observing good companionship and behavior,
paying dowry (mahr), paying alimony (nafagah), respecting the
right of conjugal turn-taking (hagqq al-gasm) and the right of
custody, as well as the wife’s obedience and compliance toward her
husband.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT
The family as the fundamental institution of human

society has always been recognized as the
cornerstone of moral, cultural, and spiritual growth,
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and the survival of civilizations and communities is
directly tied to its stability and cohesion. In Islamic

thought, the Qur’an and Hadith provide detailed
prescriptions on rights, duties, and conduct that
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ensure the strengthening of family ties,
highlighting the family not only as a private
institution but as the seedbed of collective well-
being. The Qur’an dedicates many verses to
regulating family relations and clarifying the
responsibilities of spouses and children, while
traditions of the Imams emphasize the sanctity of
economic provision, emotional nurturing, and
moral respect within the household (Katouzian,
2023; Nuri, 1988; Tabatabai & Translated by
Seyyed Baqir Mousavi, 2008). The importance of
such guidance becomes even clearer in modern
contexts, where rapid industrial and scientific
changes, coupled with increased economic
pressure, social transformation, and cultural
exposure, have destabilized traditional family
frameworks and eroded tolerance thresholds.
Within this environment, suspicion, verbal abuse,
distrust, and negligence often displace kindness
and empathy, generating conflict and undermining
the durability of families (Yazdi, 2023). The
jurisprudential analysis of family obligations
therefore serves as a necessary mechanism for
restoring balance, addressing the pressing issue of
rights and responsibilities, and promoting
preventive strategies to maintain cohesion in this
sacred institution. It is within this framework that
the article under review systematically explores the
roles and duties of family members in
consolidating the foundations of the family,
analyzing the obligations of parents, children,
spouses, and the broader household from a fight
perspective.

Among the first and most essential obligations in
Islamic jurisprudence is the duty of children
towards their parents, which reflects the Qur’anic
command to show benevolence immediately after
the injunction of monotheism. Respect, gratitude,
and obedience to parents are fundamental acts of
worship, as repeatedly emphasized by both
scripture and tradition (Hurr Amili, 1994;
Makarem Shirazi, 2007). Imam Sajad’s Risalat
al-Huquqg describes the unique sacrifices of
mothers in pregnancy, childbirth, and nurturing,
highlighting obligations of care, gratitude, and
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recognition that children must reciprocate.
Similarly, the father’s role as the root of existence
and source of provision anchors filial duty in
respect, support, and acknowledgment of paternal
authority. Qur’anic injunctions in Surah Isra further
command humility, supplication for parental
mercy, and refraining from even the smallest
gesture of disrespect. These principles establish a
profound theological basis for honoring parents,
and by extension, form the moral and emotional
pillars that hold families together. Conversely,
parents also bear rights towards their children,
rooted in the Prophet’s guidance to educate them in
literacy, physical skills, and morality while
protecting them from unlawful sustenance
(Harrani & Translated by Sadeq, 2003;
Mohammadi Reyshahri, 2005). These reciprocal
rights ensure a balanced family framework wherein
both generations are bound by obligations of
respect, teaching, and care, emphasizing that
family unity thrives on mutual recognition of rights
rather than unilateral authority.

The obligations of spouses toward one another and
toward the integrity of the household represent
another central dimension of Islamic family
jurisprudence. The husband’s duties include
economic provision, protection, affection, and
maintaining conjugal fairness, responsibilities that
are underscored through both Qur’anic verses and
hadith traditions (Hurr Amili, 1994; Nuri, 1988).
The Qur’an establishes men as “gawwamun”
(protectors and maintainers) of women, based on
their responsibility to provide and their physical
capacity for guardianship. This leadership,
however, is interpreted not as a license for
domination but as a form of stewardship that should
promote harmony and protect the dignity of all
members (Tabarsi, 1983; Tabatabai & Translated
by Seyyed Baqir Mousavi, 2008). Economic
obligations include the payment of dowry (mahr),
regular provision of alimony (nafagah), and
ensuring that women’s financial rights are
protected, even when tensions arise (Khomeini,
2000; Nejati, 2022). Alimony encompasses not
only food, shelter, and clothing but also respect for
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the social dignity of women, with courts
empowered to enforce these rights. In addition,
emotional responsibilities are emphasized, with
traditions urging men to verbally express love, gift-
giving to strengthen affection, and compassionate
conduct to foster stability (Nuri, 1988). Sexual
rights are equally significant, as figh literature
mandates conjugal intimacy at least once every
four months, ensuring the wife’s needs are not
neglected and affirming sexual fulfillment as an
element of family harmony (Alusi & Edited by Ali
Abd, 1994; Khomeini, 2000; M. i. H. Tousi,
2008; Yazdi, 2023). Furthermore, the obligation
of turn-taking (haqq al-gasm) among wives in
polygynous marriages illustrates the commitment
to fairness, with jurists debating the extent of these
obligations in monogamous contexts (Hilli, 1988;
Makarem Shirazi, 2007; Najafi, 1983).
Collectively, these duties reinforce the Qur’anic
principle of “husn al-mu‘asharah” (good
companionship), grounding marital relationships in
fairness, affection, and justice.

On the other hand, the wife’s obligations, though
distinct, are equally emphasized in classical
jurisprudence. Central among these is obedience to
the husband in lawful matters, particularly in
fulfilling conjugal rights and refraining from
leaving the home without his permission (Alusi &
Edited by Ali Abd, 1994; Hilli, 1988; Khomeini,
2000; Kulayni, 1986; Mousavi Golpayegani,
1993; Najafi, 1983). This obligation has been the
subject of scholarly debate, with some jurists
interpreting it as a matter of male authority, while
others view it as a form of mutual responsibility
that does not entail absolute submission (Fazlullah,
1998; Tabatabai & Translated by Seyyed Bagqir
Mousavi, 2008; N. a.-D. Tousi, 2008). Traditions
from the Prophet and the Imams emphasize the
seriousness of this duty, at times elevating
obedience to the husband to a spiritual act with
consequences for divine forgiveness (Hurr Amili,
1994). Beyond this, women are expected to manage
the household wisely, contributing to family
stability through organization, financial prudence,
and emotional nurturing (Nejati, 2022). As the
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symbolic heart of the household, the mother
provides affection, models behavior for children,
and cultivates a nurturing environment that
transmits values across generations. Thus, while
the wife’s obligations are framed in jurisprudential
language of obedience, they also encompass
broader moral and emotional responsibilities that
are central to family harmony.

Theologically, these obligations reflect a consistent
concern with justice, balance, and the preservation
of human dignity across the family unit. Jurists
such as Najafi, Hilli, and Khomeini articulate the
interlocking obligations of mahr, nafagah, conjugal
rights, and obedience as mechanisms to ensure
neither spouse is neglected, while broader
injunctions concerning parental respect and filial
education extend the circle of obligations to
children and parents (Hilli, 1988; Khomeini,
2000; Najafi, 1983). This interconnected web of
rights and responsibilities illustrates how Islamic
jurisprudence conceptualizes the family as a
microcosm of society, where justice, respect, and
compassion must be practiced daily to create social
stability. Furthermore, modern jurists highlight the
challenges posed by economic hardship, social
media, and cultural globalization in eroding these
values, urging renewed attention to Islamic
teachings as preventive and corrective mechanisms
(Nejati, 2022; Yazdi, 2023). Such perspectives
underline that while many prescriptions originate in
pre-modern contexts, their moral logic remains
highly relevant for navigating contemporary
familial challenges, where neglect, abuse, and lack
of awareness of obligations often undermine unity.
In conclusion, the jurisprudential analysis of family
obligations provides a comprehensive framework
for understanding how Islamic law envisions the
cohesion and consolidation of families. The
recognition of mutual rights—parents toward
children, children toward parents, and spouses
toward each other—forms the bedrock of stability,
while obligations related to provision, affection,
obedience, respect, and justice act as safeguards
against conflict and dissolution. Although socio-
economic, cultural, and technological
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transformations continue to challenge traditional
structures, the values embedded in Qur’anic and
hadith-based guidance provide enduring principles
for building resilient families. Ultimately, the
strengthening of the family foundation depends not
only on fulfilling these duties but also on
cultivating a spirit of love, consultation, and mutual
respect that transcends the letter of jurisprudence
and brings its spirit into the lived reality of
households.
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