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Abstract

The purpose of this study was to explain the educational implications
derived from analyzing the concept of aesthetics in moral education within
religious teachings. The research approach and data were both qualitative
and quantitative. Logical analysis was employed to identify the educational
implications, and the Lawshe content validity ratio method was used for
validation. Data collection methods were library-based for the theoretical
part and field-based for the validation part, in which 12 experts in the field
of education were purposefully sampled. For data analysis, the thematic
analysis method was applied. Findings indicated that, based on the
educational outcomes of the aesthetic perspective on the concept of moral
education, ten educational implications can be identified: (1) the use of
artistic and metaphorical language and discourse in teaching moral
concepts; (2) the application of aesthetic-based teaching methods; (3) the
design of attractive educational spaces for the internalization of moral
concepts; (4) the use of the potential of beautiful and inspiring environments
in education; (5) the promotion of beauty through moral role models; (6)
establishing a connection between moral virtues and aesthetic values; (7) the
use of art as an educational tool to strengthen practical morality; (8) aligning
aesthetics with a moral lifestyle; (9) integrating aesthetics with spirituality
and religious morality; and (10) applying harmony and order in education.
The results also showed that aesthetic-based educational implications in
moral education enjoy a high degree of validity from the perspective of
experts. The outcomes emphasized strengthening religious moral education
through aesthetics, including the design of inspiring environments, the use
of art and creative teaching methods, the promotion of moral language and
role models, and the integration of beauty, spirituality, and a moral lifestyle.

Keywords: religious teachings, moral education, moral aesthetics,
Qur’anic aesthetics, educational implications
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT
Introduction

Human societies have consistently sought to
establish favorable conditions for life, growth, and
human flourishing, with the ultimate aim of
elevating individuals to higher levels of moral
virtues. Despite these efforts, the prevalence of
moral disarray in contemporary societies has raised
significant concerns among educators and scholars.
From an educational perspective, this indicates that
institutions must intensify their focus on moral
training and ensure effective mechanisms for the
transmission and internalization of values. While
the innate inclination toward moral perfection
exists, its realization depends on supportive
external and environmental conditions. As such,
moral education remains one of the central
preoccupations of modern education, demanding
continual revisions to curricula, teaching
methodologies, and school environments in
alignment with cultural contexts (Althof &
Berkowitz, 2006).

Islam, as a religion oriented toward human
perfection and nearness to God, places unique
emphasis on moral education. A substantial portion
of the Qur’an is devoted to moral principles,
complemented by the exemplary practices of the
Prophet and the Imams. From the perspective of
educational implications, these sources mandate
that educators not only transmit ethical
propositions but also create opportunities for their
enactment in daily life. This approach integrates
moral training into the lived experiences of
individuals and communities (Mousavi et al.,
2014). Although the components and priorities of
moral education vary across societies, moral values
permeate all domains of human life and inform the
goals, content, and methodologies of teaching
(Frisancho & Delgado, 2018). For this reason,
administrators and teachers must place morality at
the heart of the teaching—learning process.
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Moral education is multidimensional,
encompassing cognitive, affective, behavioral,
social, and spiritual domains. Cognitively, it
cultivates the ability to reason about moral
dilemmas, requiring curricula to encourage
discussion and critical reflection. Affectively, it
fosters emotions such as empathy and compassion,
which motivate ethical behavior (Eisenberg,
2000). Behaviorally, it emphasizes the practice of
virtues through social and charitable activities,
while socially, it recognizes the roles of peers,
family, and culture in shaping values (Nucci,
2020). Spiritually, it underscores virtues such as
justice, honesty, respect, and a relationship with
God (Nasr, 2015).
A particularly significant dimension is aesthetics,
which connects beauty, art, and morality. Aesthetic
experiences inspire ethical reflection and cultivate
empathy (Dutton, 2009; Nussbaum, 2010;
O'Neill, 2016). Integrating aesthetics into moral
education means using art, storytelling, and
creative practices as tools for deepening moral
understanding. Studies confirm that when ethical
concepts are presented aesthetically, they become
more memorable and influential (Brady, 20109;
Saleh, 2021). In the modern era, where young
people are inundated with powerful visual and
cultural stimuli, the aesthetic dimension of moral
education becomes even more essential (Miu,
2024; Saminatech, 2024).
Previous research highlights the pedagogical value
of aesthetics. Asgharzadeh et al. demonstrated that
aesthetic frameworks enrich educational processes
(Asgharzadeh et al.,, 2024), while Dehghan
Maneshadi et al. identified Qur’anic principles of
harmony and purposefulness as sources for
spiritually and morally aesthetic pedagogy
(Dehghan Maneshadi et al., 2024). Other studies
traced philosophical, scriptural, and curricular
foundations of aesthetic and moral training
(Adamzadeh et al., 2016; Akrami et al., 2021;
Alipour Moghaddam & Maleki, 2022; Bassareh
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et al., 2023; Davoodi et al., 2022; Hosseinzadeh,
2021; Naseri Esfandehgeh et al.,, 2022;
Sharbatdar, 2020; Tahmasbzadeh Sheikhlar &
Jalilzadeh, 2021; Tajri et al., 2020; Taleifard et
al., 2022; Vojdani & Saeedi, 2021; Zamani
Koukhaloo et al., 2021). Research also points to
the broader social role of aesthetics, linking Islamic
aesthetics with order, dignity, and social tranquility
(Al-Mutairi, 2024; Al Rujaibi, 2022; Eskandarlu,
2023; Shah & Mustafa, 2024).

These insights highlight the urgent need for
aesthetic  integration  into  education to
counterbalance mechanized modern life, and to
support spiritual and ethical development. This
study, therefore, aimed to identify the educational
implications of aesthetics in moral education and
assess their validity from the perspective of experts.
Methods and Materials

This study adopted a qualitative—theoretical design
supplemented by quantitative validation. First,
concepts of moral aesthetics were extracted
inductively from religious and educational sources,
including the Qur’an, Hadith, and Islamic
pedagogical texts. Deductive reasoning was then
applied to formulate educational implications
within the framework of Islamic moral education.
Thematic coding techniques were used to structure
these implications.

For validation, 12 experts in education, each with
over five years of teaching and research experience
in moral education, were purposively sampled.
Data were collected through semi-structured
interviews and a structured questionnaire
containing 40 items distributed across ten thematic
categories  of  aesthetic-based  educational
implications. The validity of the instrument was
examined through expert review and Lawshe’s
content validity ratio (CVR). Data were analyzed
using descriptive statistics and CVR computation
to assess the consensus of experts regarding each
implication.

Findings

Analysis of religious texts revealed multiple
dimensions of aesthetics in moral education. These
included the beauty of creation as an expression of

o

divine wisdom and order; the alignment of ethical
virtues with beauty; the aesthetic quality of
religious practices such as prayer and charity; the
role of gentle and beautiful language in
interpersonal relations; and the impact of
aesthetically pleasing environments on learning.
These findings emphasized that beauty is not only
an artistic element but also a fundamental principle
in moral life.
From these foundations, ten major educational
implications were identified:

1. Using artistic and metaphorical language in

teaching ethics.

2. Employing  aesthetic-based  teaching
methods.
3. Designing attractive educational

environments.
4. Utilizing inspiring natural and built
environments.
5. Promoting beauty through moral role
models.
6. Establishing links between moral virtues
and aesthetic values.
7. Employing art as an educational tool for
practical morality.
8. Aligning aesthetics with an ethical
lifestyle.
9. Integrating aesthetics with spirituality and
religious morality.
10. Applying harmony and order in moral
training.
Validation results confirmed the high reliability of
these implications. CVR scores ranged from 3.825
to 4.0, with the highest ratings assigned to the
integration of moral virtues with aesthetics and the
alignment of aesthetic principles with ethical
lifestyles. Experts strongly endorsed the
importance of aesthetic language, inspiring
environments, and the use of art in moral education.
These findings indicated a broad consensus among
specialists on the centrality of aesthetics in
strengthening moral pedagogy.
Discussion and Conclusion
The study demonstrated that aesthetics provides a
transformative dimension to moral education,
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enriching cognitive, affective, behavioral, and
spiritual aspects of ethical formation. By
incorporating beauty into language, environment,
teaching methods, and lifestyle, educators can
enhance the internalization of moral values and
foster enduring ethical behaviors.

The use of beautiful and metaphorical language
engages both intellect and emotion, strengthening
value absorption. Similarly, aesthetically designed
learning  environments  positively influence
psychological readiness and receptivity to moral
principles. The promotion of beauty through
exemplary moral figures shows that when virtues
are embodied attractively, they become more
persuasive and inspiring.

Art emerged as a particularly powerful tool,
capable of combining emotional resonance with
moral instruction. Music, literature, and visual arts
not only communicate ethical messages but also
cultivate sensitivity, empathy, and imagination.
Likewise, the alignment of human life with the
harmony of nature reinforces values such as order,
responsibility, and balance.

The validation phase confirmed expert consensus
on the indispensability of aesthetics in moral
training. The consistently high CVR scores
demonstrated that scholars perceive aesthetics as
inseparable from ethical education. These results
align with prior research affirming the role of
aesthetic frameworks in pedagogy.

In conclusion, the study highlights that integrating
aesthetics into moral education deepens learning,
sustains value internalization, and bridges the gap
between abstract moral concepts and lived ethical
practice. Educational systems that embrace
aesthetic  principles—through language, art,
environment, and spirituality—can offer more
effective and enduring moral formation, ultimately
shaping individuals who embody virtues not only
as abstract ideals but as beautiful realities in their
daily lives.
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