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Abstract

This study was conducted with the aim of presenting an Islamic model of
good morality (husn al-khulug) and explaining its educational implications.
The present research employed the methods of conceptual analysis,
grounded theory, and inferential analysis to examine the subject. The
findings (based on the verses of the Qur'an) indicate that the causal factors
of good morality include divine mercy, the criterion of perfection, superior
moral virtue, teaching and purification, and justice. The contextual
conditions include good-temperedness, avoidance of dispute, justice-
seeking, forgiveness, and affection. The intervening and mediating factors
include good conduct, patience and forbearance, benevolence, altruism, and
honoring others. The strategies for achieving good morality include
generosity, benevolent behavior, avoidance of quarrel, anger control,
cheerfulness, virtue orientation, teaching and purification, honoring and
altruism, justice, forgiveness, and kindness. The consequences of good
morality are attaining perfection, transforming enmity into friendship, and
attracting divine mercy. The conceptual model of teaching good morality,
developed through inferential analysis, includes: 1) Educational principles
such as divine mercy, divine affection, divine justice, God’s hearing and
seeing, faith and righteous deeds, striving for perfection, human dignity, and
belief in the Resurrection; and 2) Educational methods, which were
extracted and explained as effective ways of cultivating good morality in
humans. This study, by presenting a systematic Islamic model for moral
education, demonstrates the key role of good morality in achieving personal
and social perfection based on Qur’anic teachings.

Keywords: model, good morality, Qur’anic model, educational
implications.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT
Introduction

One of the most critical challenges confronting
human societies across all educational dimensions
is the prevalence of moral disorder, which
undermines the foundation of social life. As
emphasized by Mesbah Yazdi, moral decline
contributes significantly to the destabilization of
communities by disrupting their economic, legal,
and political systems (Mesbah Yazdi, 2022). In
this regard, Islamic teachings place considerable
emphasis on morality, viewing it as a cornerstone
of personal and social well-being. Within this
moral framework, Ausn al-khulug (good morality)
is particularly significant. The Qur'an identifies the
Prophet Muhammad’s gentleness and good
character as key to his success in winning people’s
hearts (Qur'an, Quran Surah Al Imran 3:159), while
also praising him as being “upon an exalted
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standard of character” (Quran Surah Al Qalam
68:4) (Deylami, 1991; Fakhr al-Din al-Razi,
1999).

In Islamic ethics, Ausn al-khulug refers to
gentleness, courtesy, and amiability toward others
(Naraqi, 1998), and is viewed as half of one’s faith
and a source of both worldly and spiritual
prosperity. As explained by Mazandarani, it arises
from a balanced integration of one’s rational,
appetitive, and irascible faculties, manifesting in
outward behaviors such as kindness, honesty, and
affability (Mazandarani, 2003). Moreover, good
morality is seen as an inner spiritual beauty just as
physical beauty depends on the harmony of
outward parts. It is therefore not merely a social
virtue but a divine endowment that fosters
emotional well-being and spiritual growth. The
Qur'an also emphasizes that even in confronting
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enemies, one must speak gently, as illustrated in the
instruction given to Moses and Aaron when
addressing Pharaoh (Quran Surah Ta-Ha 20:43—
44), underscoring the transformative power of
kindness (Makarim Shirazi, 1998).

Given the profound educational implications of
morality, the present study aimed to develop an
Islamic model of good morality (Zusn al-khuluq)
based on the verses of the Qur'an, and to extract the
pedagogical principles, methods, and content
embedded within this model. As noted by A'Rafi,
religious education in Islam seeks to guide human
emotions, attitudes, and behaviors in bodily,
cognitive, affective, and behavioral dimensions
(A'Rafi, 2008). Similarly, Beheshti describes
Islamic upbringing as a process of fostering God-
centered thoughts and actions across relationships
with God, self, others, and the world to attain divine
proximity (Beheshti, 2002). This study, therefore,
integrates conceptual analysis, grounded theory,
and inferential analysis to uncover the Qur’anic
conceptualization of good morality and its
educational implications.

Methods and Materials

This study applied a text-based grounded theory
methodology to explore Qur’anic and Hadith
sources on husn al-khulug. Initially, conceptual
analysis was conducted to identify all verses and
narrations related to good morality. Two core
exploratory questions guided the analysis: (1) What
is the nature of good morality as depicted in the
Qur’an? and (2) What are its stages and processes
in Islamic sources? Data were collected through
theoretical sampling from Islamic texts until
theoretical saturation was achieved.

The data analysis proceeded through open, axial,
and selective coding to classify the conceptual
elements. Categories emerging from the coding
were then analyzed inferentially to derive
educational principles, methods, and content. The
final stage involved synthesizing these findings
into a comprehensive conceptual model of Islamic
good morality, which links its causal factors,
contextual conditions, intervening variables,

A

strategies, and outcomes to specific educational
implications.

Findings

The analysis revealed five major groups of causal
and contextual constructs underpinning Ausn al-
khulug: causal factors, contextual conditions,
intervening conditions, strategies, and outcomes.
The causal factors include divine mercy, belief in
God and the Resurrection, the criterion of
perfection, spiritual health, major moral virtues,
wisdom, exhortation, teaching and purification,
seeking forgiveness, honoring and altruism, and
justice. These were seen as foundational enablers
of moral character formation.

The contextual conditions shaping good morality
included good-temperedness, generosity, habitual
kindness, pleasant speech, respectful interaction
even with adversaries, avoidance of disputes, anger
control, patience, justice, altruism, forgiveness,
affection, and humility. Intervening conditions
comprised good conduct, benevolent speech,
tolerance toward the weak, social conformity,
patience, anger control, forgiveness, humility, and
seeking forgiveness.

Strategies for cultivating good morality included
generosity, pleasant behavior, refraining from
quarrels, anger regulation, cheerfulness, virtue-
orientation, teaching and purification, honoring and
altruism, justice, forgiveness, and kindness. These
strategies directly draw on Qur’anic exhortations
and Prophetic practices.

The consequences of good morality were found to
include human perfection, self-purification,
attracting people to religion, transforming enmity
into friendship, defeating satanic influences, and
attaining divine mercy and multiplied rewards.
These outcomes highlight the spiritual and social
fruits of moral cultivation.

Finally, through inferential analysis, eight key
educational principles underlying good morality
were derived: divine mercy, divine affection,
divine justice, God’s hearing and seeing, faith and
righteous deeds, striving for perfection, human
dignity, and belief in the Resurrection. Each
principle was linked to specific normative,
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descriptive, and  prescriptive  educational
propositions and to corresponding pedagogical
methods such as forgiveness, compassion, justice,
humility, moral self-discipline, and social
kindness.

Discussion and Conclusion

This study set out to construct a comprehensive
Islamic model of fusn al-khulug rooted in Qur’anic
teachings and to elucidate its educational
implications. The model integrates theological,
ethical, and pedagogical dimensions,
demonstrating that good morality is not an isolated
virtue but a holistic construct grounded in
fundamental beliefs about God, humanity, and the
purpose of life. By linking causal factors such as
divine mercy and justice to behavioral strategies
like generosity and anger control, the model shows
how spiritual principles can be operationalized into
educational practice.

The findings affirm that morality in Islam is deeply
theocentric: ethical behavior arises from awareness
of God’s mercy, justice, and omnipresence, and
from belief in accountability in the afterlife. These
theological convictions shape emotional and
behavioral dispositions conducive to good
morality, such as patience, kindness, and humility.
They also prevent moral lapses driven by egoism,
pride, or materialism. Moreover, viewing all
humans as equal before God fosters respect and
compassion, which are crucial to harmonious social
life. By grounding moral education in these
immutable theological principles, the model
provides a stable framework resilient to shifting
cultural norms.

Pedagogically, the study underscores the need to
integrate moral education into all domains of
human development—cognitive, affective, and
behavioral—through methods like modeling,
habituation, exhortation, and reflective practice.
The model’s principles can guide curriculum
design, teacher training, and ethical leadership
programs within Islamic educational systems. For
example, instilling awareness of God’s hearing and
seeing can cultivate moral self-regulation, while

4

fostering belief in the Resurrection can promote
long-term ethical accountability.

In conclusion, this research offers a systematic
Qur’anic model of Ausn al-khulug that aligns
spiritual beliefs, moral virtues, and educational
strategies into a unified framework. It highlights
the pivotal role of good morality in achieving both
personal perfection and social harmony, illustrating
how Qur’anic ethics can inform contemporary
educational practice. By embedding morality at the
heart of education, this model seeks to address the
root causes of moral decline and to nurture
generations characterized by compassion, justice,
humility, and spiritual excellence.
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