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Abstract

Kanz al-Daga'iq wa Bahr al-Ghara'ib, authored by Mirza Mohammad ibn
Mohammad Reza Qomi Mashhadi, is one of the most prominent Shiite
exegeses of the 18th century (Gregorian calendar). Composed with a hadith-
jurisprudential (figh al-hadith) approach, it incorporates theological,
linguistic, and rhetorical foundations, as well as both transmitted (naqli) and
rational (‘aqli) methods. This article analyzes the interpretive foundations
and methods of Qomi Mashhadi and examines the status of his exegesis
among Shiite exegetical works, with its central question being: What is the
interpretive methodology of Mirza Qomi Mashhadi in Kanz al-Daga'iq wa
Bahr al-Ghara'ib? The purpose of this study is to explain the influence of
Shiite beliefs and hadith-jurisprudential principles on the interpretation of
verses, along with analyzing the commentator’s practical methods in
referencing sources and deriving legal rulings. The research method is
descriptive-analytical, based on content analysis of the work and its
comparison with other Shiite exegeses. The findings indicate that Qomi
Mashhadi, by employing profound hadith-jurisprudential foundations, has
presented a comprehensive and systematic exegesis that draws on authentic
Islamic sources such as the Qur'an, narrations from the Ahl al-Bayt (peace
be upon them), and rational analyses. His interpretive methods—including
transmitted, rational, and comparative approaches—attest to his deep
attention to semantic coherence and textual harmony within the Qur'anic
verses. This study emphasizes the importance of Kanz al-Daga'iq wa Bahr
al-Ghara'ib in strengthening studies of the Qur'anic and Hadith Sciences and
recommends that this work be employed as a fundamental reference in
contemporary hadith-jurisprudential analyses.

Keywords: Kanz al-Daga'iq wa Bahr al-Ghara'ib, Figh al-Hadith,
interpretive methods, Mirza Qomi Mashhadi, Qur'anic and Hadith Sciences.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

The Qur’an has consistently stood at the center of
Islamic jurisprudential and theological studies, and
its exegesis represents a vital domain within Shiite
scholarship. Among the notable exegetical works is
Kanz al-Daga'iq wa Bahr al-Ghara'ib by Mirza
Mohammad ibn Mohammad Reza Qomi
Mashhadi, a distinguished 18th-century Shiite
scholar who sought to harmonize jurisprudential,
theological, linguistic, and rhetorical principles in
his interpretive methodology. His approach is
rooted in the discipline of Figh al-Hadith, wherein
he integrates narrations from the Ahl al-Bayt with
rationalist analysis and linguistic precision, aiming
to deliver a holistic and coherent understanding of
Qur’anic texts (Khansari, 2003; Wiki Shi'a,
2025). Unlike prior generalist overviews, this
study undertakes an in-depth analysis of his
foundational principles, especially the interplay
between transmitted (naqli), rational (‘aqli), and
comparative methodologies. Earlier studies have
primarily presented descriptive accounts of his
commentary without dissecting its methodological
architecture, nor have they systematically explored
the impact of Shiite theological principles—such as
tawhid, imamate, and divine justice—on his
interpretive strategies (Kalantar, 2000; Mazaheri
Tehrani et al., 2016). Consequently, the present
investigation positions Kanz al-Daga'iq wa Bahr
al-Ghara'ib as a central case through which to
explore the fusion of tradition and reason in Shiite
exegetical thought. This study aims to demonstrate
that Qomi Mashhadi’s work exemplifies an early
and sophisticated model of figh al-hadith-based
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tafsir that harmonizes Qur’anic meaning with
doctrinal coherence, offering a framework for
addressing both classical and contemporary
hermeneutical challenges.

This research adopts a descriptive-analytical
methodology supported by qualitative content
analysis. The corpus primarily consists of the full
text of Kanz al-Daga'iq wa Bahr al-Ghara'ib cross-
compared with major Shiite and selected Sunni
tafasir to contextualize its distinctiveness.
Analytical emphasis was placed on identifying the
theological (kalam-based), linguistic, rhetorical,
and figh al-hadith foundations explicitly employed
by the exegete. The study also traces his intellectual
biography to situate the work in its broader
scholastic context, highlighting his training in Qom
and Mashhad and his mastery of Qur’anic sciences,
hadith studies, and jurisprudence (Khansari,
2003). Additional methodological steps included
assessing how he structures each exegetical unit—
beginning with recitation and translation, followed
by grammatical parsing, rhetorical analysis, and
juridical deduction—and evaluating the validity
criteria he uses when citing hadith, such as sanad
reliability, textual coherence, and alignment with
Qur’anic principles (Mirjalili, 2016; Soleimani,
2006). Comparative analysis was also used to
explore the influence of earlier Shiite
commentaries like Majma' al-Bayan and Tafsir al-
Tibyan, as well as Sunni works like Jami‘ al-Bayan
and al-Kashshaf, on his methods (Haj'alipour &
Mirhosseini, 2020; Ma'refat, 1986; Shojaei &
Mosallaipour, 2016). This multipronged approach
enabled the extraction of Qomi Mashhadi’s core
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methodological pillars for synthesis and critical
evaluation.

The analysis revealed that Qomi Mashhadi’s tafsir
rests on a triadic methodological framework—
naqgli, ‘aqli, and tatbiqi (comparative)—that he
integrates to produce interpretive coherence. His
nagli method centers on verified narrations from
the Prophet and the Imams, which he subjects to
stringent criteria of sanad authenticity, textual
clarity, and doctrinal consistency (Karbasi
Foroushan et al.,, 2021; Mudabbir, 2019). He
predominantly cites the Shiite Four Books (Al-
Kafi, Tahdhib al-Ahkam, al-Istibsar, and Man la
yahduruhu al-Faqih) and frequently contrasts these
narrations with Sunni sources to defend Shiite
doctrinal positions (Ma'refat, 1986; Soleimani,
2006). His ‘aqli method supplements transmitted
reports with rational and philosophical reasoning,
particularly when resolving apparent textual
contradictions or deriving legal-ethical rulings,
such as linking divine justice (‘adl) and human
accountability to Qur’anic injunctions
(Ghorbanpour et al.,, 2017; Shaker, 2014).
Through the tatbigi method, he systematically
compares interpretations across Shiite and Sunni
tafasir, identifying convergences and divergences
to bolster Shiite theological arguments, for
example affirming the doctrine of imamate in
analyzing Qur’an 33:33 (Ayat al-Tathir) (Asgari &
Shaker, 2021; Rezaei Esfahani, 2010).
Structurally, each exegetical unit begins with
linguistic parsing—including syntactic (i‘rab) and
rhetorical (balagha) analysis—and progresses
toward thematic synthesis, reflecting his
commitment to semantic coherence and contextual
unity (Dargahi, 1986; Iraqi, 1986). This
multilayered architecture distinguishes his tafsir as
a rare synthesis of linguistic artistry and legal-
theological rigor within the Shiite exegetical canon.
Situating Kanz al-Daga'iq wa Bahr al-Ghara'ib
within the trajectory of Shiite exegesis underscores
its pivotal role in consolidating figh al-hadith as a
methodological paradigm. Qomi Mashhadi bridges
earlier traditionalist commentaries and later
rationalist-analytic tafasir, demonstrating that
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textual fidelity and rational analysis are not
mutually exclusive but mutually reinforcing
(Akhavan Moghaddam & Ra'iyat Aliabadi, 2014;
Kalantar, 2000). His insistence that authentic
narrations must align with both Qur’anic content
and reason anticipates modern hadith criticism,
while his attention to grammatical and rhetorical
nuance shows an awareness of literary form as
integral to meaning (Imandar & Mostafavi Fard,
2019). Compared to predecessors like Shaykh al-
Tusi and Fadl ibn al-Hasan al-Tabarsi, Qomi
Mashhadi offers a more systematized structure that
unites theological premises with linguistic
exegesis, and unlike many contemporaries, he
embeds ethical and social implications alongside
legal derivations. This positions his tafsir as a
bridge between classical scholasticism and modern
thematic  hermeneutics. Nonetheless, certain
limitations persist: his selective engagement with
historical-sociological context sometimes
constrains interpretive depth, and some narrations
are cited without explicit isnad analysis, which may
raise questions of hadith reliability under current
standards (Ma'refat, 1986; Mirjalili, 2016).
Despite these issues, his framework illustrates how
a balanced synergy of naql and ‘aql can yield a
comprehensive hermeneutic model that remains
relevant for addressing contemporary Qur’anic and
jurisprudential inquiries.

The findings carry significant implications for
Qur’anic and Hadith studies. First, Qomi
Mashhadi’s integration of linguistic-rhetorical and
figh al-hadith approaches suggests that disciplinary
boundaries in Islamic scholarship can be
productively porous. His method provides a
blueprint for contemporary exegetes seeking to
reconcile  textual fidelity  with  rational
contextualization—an especially pressing task
given modern demands for interpretive
adaptability. Second, his rigorous hadith validation
process offers a prototype for harmonizing
traditional isnad criticism with thematic coherence,
which could enrich modern curricula in hadith
sciences. Third, the study reveals the potential of
comparative exegesis not merely as polemics but as
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a scholarly tool for identifying core doctrinal
principles and fostering inter-madhhab dialogue
(Haj'alipour & Mirhosseini, 2020; Shojaei &
Mosallaipour, 2016). By demonstrating that Shiite
theological commitments can coexist with broad
textual analysis, Kanz al-Daga'iQ wa Bahr al-
Ghara'ib exemplifies an interpretive ethos that is
both confessional and dialogical. This underscores
the enduring relevance of his methodology for
bridging classical Islamic sciences and modern
hermeneutical paradigms.

In conclusion, this study demonstrates that Kanz al-
Daga'ig wa Bahr al-Ghara'ib stands as a
cornerstone of Shiite exegetical tradition,
embodying a rare synthesis of transmitted and
rationalist methods anchored in figh al-hadith
principles. Through meticulous integration of
theological, linguistic, rhetorical, and hadith-based
analyses, Mirza Mohammad ibn Mohammad Reza
Qomi Mashhadi constructed a unified interpretive
framework that continues to offer valuable insights
for both classical scholarship and contemporary
Qur’anic studies. Despite certain limitations, his
work illustrates the enduring potential of
harmonizing naql and ‘aql, tradition and reason, in
Qur’anic interpretation—making it not merely a
historical artifact but a living model for future
exegetical endeavors.
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