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Abstract

The present study was conducted with the aim of examining the
impact of belief in divine decree and destiny (gada’ wa gadar) on
societies and individuals, with emphasis on the intellectual system
of Martyr Motahhari. The necessity of this research becomes
evident considering the significance of the issue of divine decree
and destiny in societies, the extensive efforts devoted to its
explanation, and the serious influence of these efforts. The focus on
the views of Martyr Motahhari is also significant in light of the
intellectual status of his thought. Attention to the effects and
consequences of gada’ wa qadar demonstrates that tyrannical rulers
have continuously promoted fatalism in order to justify their
oppressive exercise of power and have used this issue as a pretext
to legitimize their governments. This article, employing a critical-
analytical method and based on library studies, attempts to show—
by outlining some of the effects and functions of this belief—that a
correct understanding of it has, to a considerable extent and in
various domains, contributed to the growth and flourishing of
societies, rescued people from stagnation and lethargy, and
integrated attention to God Almighty into daily life. Such a
doctrinal belief strengthens self-purification, fosters honest
behavior, and establishes a monotheistic way of life.

Keywords: Determinism, Free Will, Divine Decree and Destiny,
Amr Bayn al-Amrayn (the middle path between determinism and
free will), Fate, Martyr Motahhari.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT
The debate over divine decree and destiny (gada’

wa gadar) has shaped the intellectual fabric of
Islamic theology and social thought for centuries,
standing as one of the most challenging issues
discussed by philosophers, theologians, and
exegetes. The central problem revolves around
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reconciling human freedom with divine
omniscience and omnipotence. The roots of this
debate go back even to pre-Islamic Arabia, where
polytheists justified idolatry and moral corruption
by attributing their acts to fate, absolving

themselves of responsibility (Makarim, 2007).
With the advent of Islam, the Qur’an called for
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responsibility, reflection, and choice, emphasizing
that human beings are accountable despite divine
knowledge of all outcomes. Shi‘i theology, based
on the teachings of the Ahl al-Bayt, articulated the
principle of amr bayn al-amrayn, a middle path
between determinism and absolute free will, as
found in narrations preserved by classical scholars
(Kulayni). This principle, described as subtle and
precise, safeguards the balance between divine
sovereignty and human responsibility. In this
context, the intellectual contributions of Martyr
Motahhari are significant, as he bridged traditional
theological formulations with modern social
concerns. His approach demonstrates that belief in
destiny, if properly understood, promotes human
dignity, responsibility, and vitality, while distorted
understandings lead to fatalism, stagnation, and
misuse by oppressive rulers.

The linguistic analysis of gada’ and gadar helps
illuminate the theological complexity. Lexicons
define qada’ as firmness, decisiveness, and
enactment (Ahmad ibn Faris ibn Zakariya), while
gadar refers to measure, proportion, and
determination (Raghib al-Isfahani). Subhani
emphasizes that it denotes the value, limits, and
worth of things (Subhani, 1990). Mostafavi
interprets it as the manifestation of divine power
that entails limitation (Mostafavi). Hadith
literature clarifies further: Imam al-Ridha
explained gadar as geometry and the defining of
boundaries, and qada’ as finalization and
establishment (Kulayni). This interpretation links
directly to the Shi‘i perspective that no event
escapes God’s decree, yet all unfolds through a
rational causal system. Tabatabaei explains that
gada’ refers to the necessity of causes and gadar to
their delimiting features (Tabatabaei). Al-Shirazi
also associates both with the universal principle of
causality (Al Shirazi). Sajjadi emphasizes that
although actions originate from humans, they are
metaphysically dependent on God (Sajjadi, 1982),
while Saeedi Mehr insists that moral responsibility
is preserved (Saeedi Mehr). Subhani adds that
causality itself operates under divine will (Subhani
& Rabbani Golpayegani). Thus, when interpreted
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correctly, gada’ and gadar signify not a negation
of freedom but a metaphysical framework that
sustains both divine sovereignty and human
accountability.

Motahhari identified misuse of destiny as one of the
major reasons for Muslim decline. In his view,
despotic  rulers, especially the Umayyads,
deliberately spread deterministic doctrines to
legitimize tyranny, convincing people that
injustices were unchangeable decrees of God. This
manipulation  paralyzed initiative, making
communities submissive (Motahari, 1988). He
argued that fatalism weakens ethical character,
diminishes willpower, and lengthens the reach of
oppressors (Motahari, 2006). Critics in the West,
including historians such as Will Durant, took these
distorted forms of Islamic fatalism as
representative of Islam as a whole, misidentifying
belief in destiny as the root of decline. Durant even
claimed that while belief in destiny initially
empowered Muslims during conquests, it later
produced  stagnation  (Motahari, 2006).
Orientalists like Washington Irving and Sourdel
similarly presented destiny in fatalistic terms
(Motahari, 1988). However, Motahhari showed
that such interpretations stemmed from selective
readings of Qur’an and history, ignoring verses that
stress accountability and human choice. He pointed
to Qur’an 17:18-20, which declares that God aids
every group in accordance with its chosen path,
underscoring human initiative (Motahari, 1988).
Motahhari thus dismantled both the internal misuse
of destiny by rulers and the external
misrepresentations by Orientalists, clarifying that
true Islamic belief in destiny encourages action,
responsibility, and struggle against oppression.
One of the major functions of belief in destiny,
according to Motahhari, is reinforcing tawhid and
deepening  monotheistic  orientation.  When
individuals recognize that all phenomena are
governed by God’s decree, they internalize that no
other being possesses autonomous power. This
produces spiritual tranquility and detachment from
worldly anxieties. Hadith literature records that
“whoever is content with what God has
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apportioned is the richest of people” (Majlisi),
demonstrating that faith in divine decree nurtures
satisfaction and resilience. Mohammadi Rey
Shahri also affirms that acceptance of God’s
allotment produces inner richness and freedom
from dependency (Mohammadi Rey Shahri,
2007). Furthermore, belief in destiny fosters
reliance on prayer, since supplication is considered
capable of altering decrees, as Imam al-Sadiq
affirmed (Qomi, 1995). Thus, destiny is not rigid
fatalism but dynamic participation in divine
wisdom, integrating effort, prayer, and patience.
Motahhari emphasized that such belief transforms
lives, creating individuals with God-centered
resilience who can confront challenges with
composure and purpose.

Another crucial impact of belief in destiny lies in
shaping social interaction and ethical conduct.
Qur’an 13:39 affirms that God can erase or confirm
decrees, meaning that acts like charity, good
manners, and patience directly influence outcomes.
Traditions emphasize that patience at times of
hardship is acceptance of divine decree and brings
immense reward (Majlisi, 1983). Conversely,
impatience and ingratitude nullify reward without
altering the decree. Motahhari interpreted this as
evidence that destiny strengthens social bonds by
encouraging patience, sincerity, and trust. By
knowing that God’s decree aligns with justice and
wisdom, believers learn to act with honesty in their
dealings and cultivate resilience. This theological
framework also prevents fatalism, since
responsibility is preserved: humans act freely, but
within the scope of divine wisdom. Such
understanding has the practical effect of nurturing
solidarity, integrity, and accountability in
communities, combating the passivity that arises
from distorted notions of fatalism.

Finally, belief in destiny functions as an instrument
for self-purification and moral growth. The Imams
taught that no one should justify sin by invoking
destiny. Rather, humans are accountable for their
actions and must repent sincerely. The principle
“no compulsion and no delegation, but a matter
between two matters” (Tabarsi, 1982) captures the
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balance: humans are neither compelled nor
abandoned but act freely under divine sustenance.
Tabatabaei emphasized that human choice operates
within divine causality, not outside it (Tabatabaei
& Motahari). This ensures that while actions are
genuinely attributed to humans, they depend on
God’s creative will. Motahhari highlighted this
doctrine as crucial for spiritual discipline, since it
prevents both arrogance and despair. By believing
that one’s actions matter while simultaneously
recognizing dependence on God, individuals
cultivate humility, accountability, and sincerity.
This belief fuels repentance, ethical resolve, and
resistance to injustice. It transforms destiny from a
passive excuse into an active moral framework that
guides believers toward self-purification, social
responsibility, and constructive engagement with
life.

In conclusion, a proper understanding of divine
decree and destiny harmonizes theology and ethics,
sustaining both human freedom and divine
sovereignty. Martyr Motahhari’s interpretation
demonstrates that destiny is not a doctrine of
resignation but one of empowerment, urging
believers  to  integrate  spirituality  with
responsibility, resilience with initiative, and inner
purity with social engagement. Correctly
understood, it builds dynamic communities that
resist oppression, cultivate ethical honesty, and
flourish through reliance on God’s decree while
exercising genuine human agency.
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