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Abstract

According to the opinions of contemporary commentators,
two categories of Qur’anic verses can be referred to as verses
of Mahdism. The first category consists of verses that
explicitly address the subject of Mahdism and are consistent
with the apparent interpretative meaning of the verse. These
verses explain the philosophy, nature, and details of the
emergence and establishment of the government of the
promised savior. The second category consists of verses that
contain general statements about Mahdism, where the
connotation is applied to its instance. The narrations
transmitted from the Infallible Imams regarding this category
of verses also confirm this reality. Accordingly, the present
article, relying on the explicit expression of the Holy Qur’an,
examines verse 55 of Surah al-Nur in the domain of
Mahdism. The distinctive feature of this study is its
limitation of the investigation to the views of contemporary
commentators, both Sunni and Shia, and, with the aim of
addressing Mahdism from a contemporary perspective, it
exclusively focuses on presenting their interpretations.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT
The contemporary age has intensified the sense of

urgency for humanity to seek a universal savior
who can guide societies beyond crises that are
increasingly global and existential. Catastrophic
threats such as climate change, mass deforestation,
wildfires, and escalating conflicts have underlined
the limitations of human capacity to resolve the
complex web of crises without recourse to
transcendent guidance. Against this backdrop,
religious traditions have long offered the doctrine
of the awaited savior, a belief that intersects with
both theology and eschatology. Within Islam, this
concept is articulated through the doctrine of
Mahdism, rooted in Qur’anic promises and
reinforced by the sayings of the Infallible Imams.
The Qur’an, as the final divine scripture, explicitly
refers to God’s promise in Surah al-Nur, verse 55,
wherein God assures the faithful of their succession
on earth, the establishment of their religion, and
security after fear. Commentators across centuries
have treated this verse as pivotal in shaping the
theological narrative of Mahdism. Contemporary
commentators, building upon classical exegesis,
highlight the inevitability and universality of this
divine promise. Scholars such as Raghib Isfahani
emphasize the semantic breadth of the term “wa‘d”
(promise), which encompasses both promises of
mercy and threats of punishment (Raghib Isfahani,
1991). Others, such as Tarihi and Qureshi Banaei,
delineate the dual nature of divine promise as
encompassing both salvific assurance and punitive
warning (Qureshi Banaei, 1975; Tarihi, 1996).
Through these nuanced lexical analyses, the
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exegetical tradition situates the promise not merely
as a theological abstraction but as an ontological
guarantee tied to the realization of divine justice.
Such interpretations anchor the verse in the
eschatological vision of a just society, purified
from oppression and anchored in monotheism,
thereby linking divine promise directly to the
doctrine of the Mahdi.

The emphasis on the Qur’anic concept of
succession  (istikhlaf) reveals a profound
theological architecture wherein believers are
promised not only survival but authoritative
presence upon the earth. This promise is
underscored by classical scholars such as
Zamakhshari, who interpreted the divine promise
as equivalent to an oath, emphasizing its certainty
(Zamakhshari, 1986), and further affirmed by
Karbasi, who described the promise as “majra al-
qasam” (bearing the force of an oath) (Karbasi,
1991). Contemporary Shi‘i scholars such as Javadi
Amoli have reinforced this certainty, asserting that
the promise carries the same inevitability as a
divine decree (Javadi Amoli, 2011, 2012, 2013). In
parallel, Sunni exegetes such as Suyuti identified
the rhetorical structure of the verse—the
precedence of “wa‘d” and its placement within an
oath-like form—as evidence of its gravity (Suyuti,
1983, 2005, 2007). The convergence of Shi‘i and
Sunni scholarship on the emphatic certainty of this
promise is significant, as it underscores a rare inter-
sectarian agreement on the absolute reliability of
divine assurance. Commentators such as Sa‘di
interpret this as a “wa‘d sadiq” (a true promise) that
has already manifested in partial historical forms
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but awaits its fullest realization in the
eschatological future (Sa'di, 1987). This
interpretive  trajectory aligns with Baga’i’s
assertion that the verse was not only a consolation
to the Prophet and his companions but a foretelling
of the eventual triumph of the Prophet’s progeny
(Baga'i, 2006). Such exegetical continuity links
the textual promise to the lived history of Islam
while projecting its ultimate fulfillment into the
future reign of the Mahdi.

The semantic breadth of “promise” extends further
when  examined alongside its  Quranic
companions—terms like earth (ard), inheritance
(irth), and righteousness (salih)—that repeatedly
appear in eschatological contexts. Commentators
such as Tayyeb explicitly tie this promise to the
eschatological rise of the Mahdi, rejecting Sunni
attempts to generalize the promise to early Muslim
victories, on the grounds that the absoluteness of
God’s promise can only apply to the Infallibles
(Tayyeb, 1981). Qazi in his commentary similarly
narrows the audience of the verse to the true
believers who affirmed the Prophet and embodied
righteous action (Qazi, 2001). Qureshi Banaei
interprets the verse as a clear declaration that God
will replace tyrants with the righteous (Qureshi
Banaei, 1975). Tabataba’i expands on this by
linking inheritance to the transference of divine
authority and blessings exclusively to the
righteous, rejecting historical interpretations that
restrict fulfillment to the Prophet’s contemporaries
(Tabataba'i, 1995). Commentators such as Shah
Abdol Azimi and Tantawi emphasize the emphatic
lam al-gasam (oath particle) in the verse as
reinforcing its inevitability (Shah Abdol Azimi,
1984; Tantawi, 1997). These perspectives
converge on the conviction that the promise of
succession and empowerment is inherently
eschatological, culminating in the global rule of the
Mahdi where the faithful will inherit the earth and
God’s religion will attain universal dominion.
Central to this eschatological vision is the
transformation of fear into security, a motif deeply
embedded in the verse. The Qur’anic assurance that
believers will be granted security after fear speaks

V¥

directly to the historical oppression of prophets and
Imams who were consistently denied stability.
Javadi Amoli interprets this as encompassing both
internal and external security, a condition not yet
historically realized (Javadi Amoli, 2011).
Tabataba’i similarly insists that true and universal
security is an eschatological reality tied exclusively
to the era of the Mahdi (Tabataba'i, 1995).
Historically, every Imam faced persecution,
marginalization, or martyrdom, underscoring that
the promised transformation from fear to security
awaits eschatological fulfillment. This
interpretation gains further support from hadith
reports that associate the verse with the awaited
Imam. For example, traditions cited by Tusi and
Haskani directly interpret the verse as referring to
the Mahdi and his companions (Haskani, 1990;
Tusi, 1986, 1990). Ayyashi similarly narrates that
the verse will be fulfilled through the Mahdi’s
leadership, who will establish global justice
(Ayyashi al-Samarqandi, 1991). Mohaqgeq
underscores that the essence of the verse is its
assurance of justice and security under the Mahdi’s
rule (Mohaqqgeq, 1982). These exegetical and
narrational testimonies reinforce the conclusion
that the transformation of fear into security is
inseparably tied to the eschatological appearance of
the awaited savior.

Another cornerstone of the verse’s interpretation
lies in its linkage of divine promise to the
eradication of idolatry and the universalization of
monotheism. Commentators such as Hosseini
Hamedani and Fadlallah underscore that the verse
envisions a society entirely free from shirk, where
all humanity will engage in pure worship
(Fadlallah, 1998; Hosseini Hamedani, 1983).
Shah Abdol Azimi interprets the Qur’an’s
reference to “fasq” as highlighting the gravity of
rejecting this promise, equating it with the worst
forms of disbelief (Shah Abdol Azimi, 1984).
Rezaei Esfahani echoes this interpretation by
framing the outcome of the verse as the universal
triumph of monotheism (Rezaei Esfahani, 2008).
Sadeghi Tehrani offers a more tempered reading,
suggesting that while shirk may not be entirely
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eliminated, its influence will be reduced to an
insignificant minority (Sadeghi Tehrani, 1985).
Moghnieh similarly interprets shirk more broadly
to include obedience to human authorities in
defiance of divine command, thereby linking the
verse to a universal moral monotheism (Moghnieh,
2003). Sultan Ali Shah underscores the
metaphysical seriousness of apostasy after
attaining faith, identifying such individuals as
“fasiqun” (Sultan Ali Shah, 1987). These layered
interpretations demonstrate that the fulfillment of
the divine promise entails not only political
succession and security but also spiritual
purification at a global scale, thereby harmonizing
sociopolitical and theological dimensions in the
eschatological vision of the Mahdi.

In addition to lexical, theological, and narrational
interpretations, the verse has been further
contextualized by Qur’anic commentators through
intertextual connections with other verses. The
inheritance promised in Surah al-Nur finds
resonance in verses of Surah al-Anbiya (21:105),
which promises the earth to the righteous, and
Surah  al-Qasas  (28:5), which  promises
empowerment to the oppressed. These intertextual
echoes underscore a consistent Qur’anic motif of
divine justice and eventual triumph of the
oppressed over oppressors. Commentators such as
Jowhari highlight the theological rationale for
Imamate as the indispensable institution for
implementing divine law and establishing justice
(Jowhari, 1989). Tusi and Tabarsi further
emphasize that the verse cannot be limited to
historical contexts but refers to the divinely guided
leader who will fulfill these promises in the
eschatological era (Tabarsi, 1996, 1999). The
convergence of lexical, theological, narrational,
and intertextual analyses solidifies the
interpretation that verse 55 of Surah al-Nur
transcends historical episodes to establish an
unambiguous  eschatological — promise. The
culmination of these interpretations is a unified
vision of a future where succession, empowerment,
security, monotheism, and justice converge under

o

the leadership of the awaited Mahdi, as affirmed by
both Sunni and Shi‘i exegetical traditions.

In conclusion, the study of Surah al-Nur, verse 55,
through the lens of contemporary commentators
reveals the depth and richness of Islamic
eschatology as it relates to the doctrine of
Mahdism. The exegetical consensus across
centuries emphasizes the certainty of divine
promise, the inevitability of succession, the
transformation of fear into security, the eradication
of shirk, and the global dominion of justice. By
synthesizing classical lexical insights, narrational
testimonies, and contemporary theological
perspectives, the verse emerges not merely as a
statement of hope but as a divine guarantee
embedded within the fabric of revelation. This
eschatological vision offers humanity not only
consolation amid crises but also a roadmap for the
ultimate realization of justice, unity, and peace
under the divinely appointed leader.
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