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Abstract
“Legislative inimitability” (I'jaz Tashri‘'T) — as one of the less frequently
explored dimensions of the Qur’an’s miraculous nature — has, in

contemporary times, gained significant attention among Qur’an scholars in
response to the doubts raised by Orientalists and modern intellectuals
regarding the comprehensiveness and originality of Qur’anic laws. The aim
of this study is to analyze the concept of legislative inimitability, examine
its evidences and characteristics from the viewpoint of Muslim thinkers, and
investigate the critical and supportive approaches of Orientalists on this
subject. This research was conducted using a descriptive-analytical method
with a comparative approach. Data were collected through a library study of
classical and contemporary Qur’anic exegeses, works on Qur’anic sciences,
and writings of Orientalists. The views were then categorized, and the
arguments of both groups were analyzed and critically evaluated. Findings
reveal that Muslim scholars, citing evidences such as the Prophet’s (peace
be upon him) illiteracy, the comprehensiveness, permanence, moderation,
and harmony of Qur’anic laws with human nature, emphasize the
miraculous character of Qur’anic legislation. In contrast, Orientalists can be
divided into two groups: some, acknowledging the grandeur of the Qur’an’s
legal system, have praised it; while others have raised doubts such as alleged
borrowings from previous religious laws (Judaism and Christianity) or from
pre-Islamic Arab customs, thereby challenging its originality. This study
shows that the raised doubts mostly stem from disregarding the unity of the
revelatory source of the Abrahamic religions or from inaccurate historical
analyses. The arguments provided by Muslim theologians to demonstrate
the independence and superiority of Qur’anic legislation are of strong
rational and evidentiary weight. Legislative inimitability represents an
effective and dynamic dimension of the Qur’an’s miraculous nature, capable
of providing rational defense not only against historical critiques but also in
response to the contemporary legal and social needs of humankind. Proper
elucidation of this aspect of inimitability can greatly contribute to
strengthening religious conviction and demonstrating the superiority of the
Islamic legal system.

Keywords: Legislative inimitability, ~Qur’an, Qur’anic  sciences,
Orientalists, Qur anic doubts, Islamic legal system.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT
The Quran as the foundational text of Islam has

long been studied for the various dimensions of its
inimitability (ijaz), traditionally with a primary
emphasis on rhetorical and linguistic aspects.
However, the concept of “legislative inimitability”
(ijaz tashri‘i) has emerged in contemporary
scholarship as a distinct and dynamic field of
inquiry responding to modern intellectual and
orientalist critiques regarding the
comprehensiveness and originality of Qur’anic
law. Legislative inimitability asserts that the
Qur’an offers a legal system whose scope,
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moderation, and harmony with innate human
nature are far beyond the cultural and intellectual
capacity of seventh-century Arabia and cannot be
accounted for by ordinary human authorship.
Classical references to the excellence of Qur’anic
rulings exist (Qurtubi, 1994), but systematic
theorization of legislative ijaz has largely been a
response to modern doubts about the Qur’an’s
sufficiency and independence in the domain of law
(Balaghi, 1999; Rashid Rida). This new focus
connects directly with the Qur’an’s own

declarations of its guidance as “the most upright
path” and its comprehensive legislative intent, such
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as in its claim to be a complete explanation of all
things. Modern Muslim scholars argue that these
texts imply a self-sufficiency and rational
coherence in Qur’anic law unmatched in prior legal
traditions (Ayazi, 2001; Tabatabaei, 1970).

To construct a robust analytical framework,
researchers have expanded the historical and
conceptual genealogy of legislative ijaz. Early
Islamic scholarship concentrated on rhetorical
miracle due to its immediate resonance with the
eloquence-centered Arab culture. Works such as
“Majaz al-Qur’an” and “Nazm al-Qur’an”
showcase this emphasis. Yet as Islamic civilization
matured and encountered Roman, Jewish, and
Persian legal systems, thinkers like Farabi and Ibn
Sina began to reflect on the rationality and human-
benefit orientation of Qur’anic rulings, laying
philosophical groundwork for later formalization
of legislative ijaz. In the modern period, figures
such as Muhammad Jawad Balaghi and
Muhammad Rashid Rida were pioneers in
explicitly defending the divine origin of Qur’anic
legal content by contrasting it with distorted
Biblical codes and human-made legislation
(Balaghi, 1999; Rashid Rida). This development
was then deepened by major Shi‘i exegetes and
Qur’an scholars: Allamah Tabatabaei in al-Mizan
highlighted the laws’ harmony with human fitrah
(Tabatabaei, 1970); Ayatollah Khui examined
internal consistency; and Ayatollah Ma‘rifat
provided a broad epistemic and historical analysis
of legislative miracle (Ma'rifat, 1995). These
contributions shifted the discourse from general
apologetic claims to an evidence-based, rationally
argued paradigm.

Central to the analysis of legislative inimitability
are the specific features of Qur’anic legislation.
First is its divine origin and immunity from
alteration, contrasting with man-made laws that
shift with political or cultural tides (Ma'rifat, 1995;
Zuhayli, 1992). Second is its compatibility with
human nature (fitrah) and rational capacities:
Qur’anic directives balance spiritual ideals with
practical realities of human life, neither crushing
natural inclinations nor indulging material excess

a0

(Sa'idi Roshan, 2000; Subhani, 1995). Third, the
Qur’an’s justice and egalitarianism create a
framework where dignity is tied to knowledge and
piety rather than race or status, a radical break from
tribal and class hierarchies (Tabatabaei, 1983).
Fourth, Qur’anic law demonstrates intellectual
stimulation and a rational orientation that
encourages ijtihad and dynamic application across
changing contexts (Bint al-Shati, 1997; Isma'il
Ibrahim). Equally critical is its moderation and
balance, avoiding extremes in spirituality and
worldliness, and its ease and gradualism in legal
imposition, such as the phased prohibition of
alcohol (Majlisi, 1983). The legislative system’s
comprehensiveness is reflected in its coverage of
worship, social dealings, family structure, and
public order while leaving adaptable space for new
circumstances through general principles (Ayazi,
2001; Tabatabaei, 2000). Collectively these
features underscore a sophistication impossible to
attribute to an unlettered Prophet in a milieu devoid
of codified legal science (Babkar, 1984; Makarem
Shirazi, 1995).

Critically, the article engages with orientalist
critiques that challenge Qur’anic originality by
alleging borrowings from Jewish and Christian
scriptures or from Arabian custom (Al-Jabri, 1995;
Sadeghi, 2000). These claims often point to verbal
and thematic parallels between Qur’an and earlier
religious texts to argue dependency. The authors
counter this by situating such overlaps within a
shared Abrahamic revelation paradigm: the
Qur’an self-consciously confirms and supersedes
prior divine laws while correcting distortions, a
dynamic expressed in its assertion of being
“muhaymin” (guardian) over earlier scriptures
(Tabatabaei, 1970). Furthermore, they highlight
orientalist methodological flaws, including
inadequate historical-linguistic analysis and failure
to account for the Prophet’s widely documented
ummiyyah—his lack of formal literary training
(Ma'rifat, 1995; Tabatabaei, 2000). Rather than
derivative, Qur’anic law is shown to integrate and
transcend previous norms, refining ethical and
social directives while embedding them in a
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universalistic and rational system adaptable across
time and place.

Another debated issue addressed is the challenge
(tahaddi) of the Qur’an. Some limit its invitation
to imitation to rhetorical eloguence, excluding
legislation (Subhi Salih, 1990). Yet numerous
Muslim scholars argue that the Qur’an’s tahaddi is
universal, covering all its inimitable aspects,
including legal and ethical order (Javadi Amoli,
2000; Qazvini Khorasani, 1951). This universal
challenge means the Qur’an implicitly invites
opponents not just to match its eloquence but also
to produce an equally just, comprehensive, and
balanced legal system—an endeavor which,
historically, has failed. This understanding
strengthens the notion of legislative ijaz as integral
to the Qur’an’s miraculous nature and enduring
relevance.

The contemporary significance of legislative
inimitability extends beyond polemic. The study
argues that highlighting this dimension offers a
constructive paradigm for Muslim intellectual
renewal, encouraging confidence in Islamic legal
thought while also inviting methodological rigor in
responding to new socio-legal issues. By showing
that Qur’anic law is divinely anchored yet rational
and flexible, it counters narratives of obsolescence
and strengthens Muslim engagement with human
rights, social justice, and governance debates in the
modern world. Moreover, it provides a structured
way to confront superficial criticisms from non-
Muslim scholars by rooting responses in deep
textual and historical analysis rather than reactive
apologetics. This reinforces the Qur’an as both a
spiritual and juridical authority capable of guiding
evolving societies.

In conclusion, legislative inimitability emerges as a
vital, underexplored dimension of Qur’anic
miracle. Through a careful historical review,
systematic exposition of distinctive legal features,
and reasoned rebuttal of orientalist objections, the
study demonstrates that Qur’anic law’s
comprehensiveness, moderation, rationality, and
universality cannot be explained by human
authorship ~ within  seventh-century  Arabia.

45

Recognizing and articulating this aspect not only
enriches Qur’anic studies but also empowers
contemporary Muslim thought to engage
confidently and critically with global legal and
ethical ~ discourse  while  reaffirming the
transcendent origins and ongoing vitality of the
Qur’an’s guidance.
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