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Abstract

The aim of the present study is to examine the tanzili (gradual
revelation) process of the Qur’anic legal verses (ayat al-ahkam)
concerning marriage (nikah) and divorce (talaq). This research
addresses the transformation and development of the Qur’anic
verses on marriage and divorce throughout their historical
trajectory—Meccan and Medinan. According to the tanzili
methodology, the verses on marriage and divorce are read in the
order of their revelation. In this context, the interaction between
marriage and divorce as two constructive and restrictive elements is
analyzed, along with the method of institutionalizing the rulings on
marriage and divorce and the strategies for discouraging divorce, in
order to derive a methodological framework. This approach seeks
to contribute to the emerging field of figh al-Qur’an al-tanzilt
(process-based Qur’anic jurisprudence) as an alternative to the
conventional figh al-Qur’an. Within this method, the subject of
marriage and divorce has its own point of initiation, process of
continuation, and particular fruition. Initially, the verses related to
marriage and divorce are extracted. In the next step, the verses are
organized into hierarchical levels, followed by their classification.
In this process, not only the content of individual verses but also the
developmental sequence is considered essential. The findings
indicate that the verses can be categorized into five stages: cultural
preparation, initial legislation, primary harm analysis, secondary
legislation, and secondary harm analysis. This demonstrates the
dynamic and evolving nature of the rulings on marriage and divorce
in society, highlighting the necessity for contemporary jurists to pay
closer attention to this dynamic process.

Keywords: institutionalization; tanzili exegesis; ayat al-ahkam,
marriage (nikah),; divorce (taldaq)
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT
The present research examines the

institutionalization of Qur’anic rulings on marriage
(nikah) and divorce (talaq) by employing a tanzili,
or gradual revelation, methodology that tracks the
historical order of the verses rather than the
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canonical arrangement in the mushaf. This
approach arises from the recognition that modern
Muslim scholarship increasingly seeks thematic
and contextual readings of the Qur’an to answer

new intellectual and social challenges (Rostami,
2013). Unlike traditional tafsir that moves
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sequentially through the surahs as compiled, tanzilt
exegesis organizes material according to the
chronological descent of revelation, exposing a
developmental trajectory of moral and legal
instruction (Ma'refat, 1996). Within this paradigm,
two modes are distinguished: one time-based,
reconstructing the exact sequence of descent, and
one narration-based, concerned less with historical
dating than with the logical flow of revealed
guidance (Kazemzadeh, 2019). Using this
hermeneutic, the study addresses a key question:
how did divine rulings on family formation and
dissolution emerge gradually, shaping a just social
order while countering pre-Islamic customs?

To do so, the study first isolates all verses explicitly
addressing marriage and divorce. Attention is given
to terms such as nikah, talaq, ‘idda, and mahr, as
well as cultural and legal cues found in narrative
and legislative passages. By reordering these verses
according to their Meccan or Medinan context, the
analysis reveals how God’s law unfolded across the
Prophet’s twenty-three years of mission. This
process-based tafsir is closely tied to educational
aims: it reads the Qur’an as a living project
responding to real social change rather than a static
legal code (Musavi Mogaddam & Modarresi
Mosalla, 2010). The method also clarifies debates
among exegetes about intertextual relationships
within the Qur’an itself. For example, the
prohibition of certain pre-Islamic unions such as
nikah al-muqta‘ and nikah al-shighar marks early
reform (Tabatabaei, 1995). The tension between Q
60:10 (“do not hold fast to the ties of disbelief”’) and
Q 5:5 (permission to marry women of the People of
the Book) has been analyzed with respect to
abrogation and contextual qualification (Javadi
Amoli, 2015; Subhani, 2001). Mapping these
developments chronologically helps jurists see
whether later permissions restrict earlier bans or
vice versa.

Analysis of the corpus produces five sequential
strata: cultural preparation, initial legislation,
primary harm analysis, secondary legislation, and
secondary harm analysis. In the first stratum,
Meccan verses promote a moral environment
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where marriage is dignified and women’s status is
elevated. For instance, supplications for righteous
spouses and progeny in Q 25:74 frame family as a
site of divine blessing, while Q 30:21 presents
conjugal bonds as founded on affection and mercy.
These teachings aim to undo a pre-Islamic view of
women as property and build an ethical foundation
for later law (Behjatpour, 2011, 2017). The second
stratum—initial legislation—appears with the
nascent Muslim community in Medina. Here the
Qur’an prohibits marriage with polytheists (Q
2:221), defines divorce procedures including
revocability and fair treatment (Q 2:228-232), and
formalizes ‘idda to safeguard lineage and protect
women’s rights. These early laws emphasize
justice and caution men against oppressive
practice, a moral insistence repeated throughout the
Medinan period (Tabatabaei, 1995).

Once these rules were lived, social problems
emerged, prompting the third stratum, primary
harm analysis. Believers faced practical questions
about dowry obligations in unconsummated
marriages, support for widows, and post-divorce
rights. Responsive revelations clarified these
issues: verses such as Q 2:236-240 legislate fair
compensation when marriage ends before
consummation, mandate support for widows for
one year, and prevent exploitation in inheritance
and maintenance. This stage shows how the Qur’an
adjusted its own legal discourse to prevent harm
after initial norms were tested. The fourth stratum,
secondary legislation, consolidates the matured
system while addressing specialized and symbolic
cases. Verses governing the Prophet’s marriage
circumstances (Q 33:37-53) not only regulate his
unique social role but also reinforce general limits
on polygyny, consent, and fairness. Additional
Medinan rulings expand prohibited degrees of
kinship (Q 4:22-24) and outline conditions for
marrying believing slave women when free
marriage is unattainable (Q 4:25), anchoring law in
equity and chastity while acknowledging economic
realities.

The final stratum, secondary harm analysis, revisits
vulnerabilities that persisted despite legal
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frameworks. Economic barriers to marriage and
risks of moral breakdown receive targeted
guidance: Q 24:32-33 calls the community to
facilitate marriage and uphold chastity when
marriage is not possible, while Q 65 details careful
procedure for divorce, housing, maintenance, and
witness testimony to ensure dignity and prevent
oppression. In these passages the Qur’an models a
cycle of pedagogy: legislate, monitor real life,
respond to harm, and reaffirm key ethical
boundaries. Such sequencing reflects a divine
strategy that is simultaneously protective and
developmental—shaping culture before codifying
law, correcting misapplications, and embedding
justice and compassion as enduring family values.
By reconstructing this trajectory, the study
contributes to both exegesis and contemporary
figh. Tanzili analysis shows that rulings on
marriage and divorce were never meant as isolated,
static commands but as components of a coherent
reform project aimed at transforming a patriarchal,
unjust society into one that upholds women’s
dignity and familial stability. Understanding this
history equips today’s jurists to practice ijtihad that
is faithful yet dynamic, aligning with the Qur’an’s
own adaptive pedagogy. It also bridges tafsir and
applied jurisprudence, as the chronological map of
revelation offers direct guidance on when and how
contextual reasoning is legitimate. In addition,
recognizing that the Qur’an first reformed culture
before implementing legal codes suggests that
ethical education and social awareness must
precede and accompany modern legal reform.

In conclusion, this research reframes Qur’anic
marriage and divorce laws as part of a living,
stepwise moral curriculum. Beginning with deep
cultural reorientation, then advancing through
foundational law, corrective harm analysis, and
final consolidation, the Qur’an demonstrates an
educational and protective logic meant to safeguard
families and nurture just social relations.
Recovering this process provides contemporary
scholarship with both a more coherent interpretive
tool and a principled pathway for renewing Islamic
family law in the face of current social realities.
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