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Abstract

Considering that, throughout human history, there have repeatedly
been individuals who have sought to separate “religion” and “art,”
this study begins with the conviction that these two realms in fact
arise from a single spirit and source—particularly from the
perspective of intuitive unity. Therefore, we endeavor to examine a
prominent religious-historical figure, Imam al-Jawad (‘a), to reach
an atmosphere in which we gradually observe how such figures are
not only devout believers but can also, without any contradiction,
embody the essence of a true artist. This becomes especially evident
when one encounters the work known as the “Supplication of
Light” (Du‘a al-Nur/Hirz al-Niir). A deeper analysis reveals
subtleties and artistic intricacies that reason alone might not
attribute to an ordinary or purely doctrinal religious mind,
particularly if religion is narrowly imagined as anti-artistic, tied to
superstition, or dominated by compulsion. Consequently, we
recognize that if religion, in its wholeness, is inherently good and
unified, art can indeed serve as its mirror. Thus, from Islam to a
Christian saint, a devout person can simultaneously be a genuine
artist. In addition, this article aims to examine this dimension of
Imam al-Jawad (‘a) by connecting his presence to a tradition known
as “Illumination” (Ishraq), and, naturally, at times making
comparative references to Suhrawardi, which we consider an
innovative approach within this study. Our research is qualitative-
applied, using a descriptive—analytical method. The process of
source identification has been based on both library and fieldwork
resources to the fullest extent possible. In the end, we hope that with
more studies of this kind, the sacred artistic spirit will remain
enduring and alive in the world.

Keywords: [llumination (Ishrag), Suhrawardi, Imam al-Jawad
(‘a), Light and Aesthetics, Spirit of Art.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

The present study begins with a fundamental
question that recurs across intellectual and artistic
traditions: can religion and art truly be separated?
Historically, there have been repeated attempts to
set these domains apart, often portraying religious
consciousness as anti-aesthetic, bound to
superstition or compulsion, and antithetical to
creativity. Against this backdrop, the article
advances a counter-position rooted in the notion of
wahdat-e shuhudi (intuitive unity) and the idea that
both religion and art spring from a shared spiritual
source. To explore this thesis, the authors focus on
Imam al-Jawad (‘a), a prominent figure in Islamic
history whose work known as the “Supplication of
Light” (Du‘a al-Nur or Hirz al-Nir) exemplifies
how a devout religious leader can simultaneously
function as a genuine artist. A close examination of
this supplication uncovers intricate symbolic,
numeric, and linguistic patterns that defy reduction
to mere dogma or magical superstition. Instead,
they reveal a highly sophisticated aesthetic
structure where sacred text and artistic creation are
mutually sustaining. In linking this exploration to
the  Illuminationist  (Ishrdaqi)  philosophical
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tradition, particularly as articulated by Shihab al-
Din Suhrawardi, the study situates Imam al-
Jawad’s mystical poetics of light within a broader
Persian and Islamic intellectual horizon that
regards light not only as a metaphysical principle
but also as an artistic and cognitive medium
(Pourjawadi, 2013).

The investigation proceeds from a wide
philosophical and historical review of Islamic
spirituality and its intersections with creativity. It
acknowledges that religious discourse in many
periods has suffered from reductionism, where
charismatic figures are flattened into mere jurists or
theologians. In response, the study restores
complexity by reading Imam al-Jawad through the
lens of artistic intentionality and metaphysical
imagination. Central to this is the Hirz al-Nir,
which in addition to its devotional function exhibits
structural elegance, including rhythmic repetitions,
symbolic numerology, and a layered interplay of
divine names and luminous imagery. Such features
resonate strongly with Suhrawardi’s
[Mluminationist ontology, which understands
existence as graded lights emanating from the Nir
al-Anwar (Light of Lights) and recognizes the role
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of imagination, dream, and symbolic vision as
gateways to metaphysical realities (Pourjawadi,
2013). By situating Imam al-Jawad’s prayer in this
philosophical stream, the article contests any
simple opposition between religious orthodoxy and
aesthetic genius, revealing instead a vibrant
continuum where saint, philosopher, and artist
meet.

Methodologically, the research adopts a
qualitative-applied design with a descriptive—
analytical core. Source gathering combined
rigorous library research with targeted fieldwork,
aiming to capture both textual integrity and lived
devotional practice. Classical and modern
commentaries on Illuminationism, Persian
intellectual history, and Shi ‘i spirituality inform the
hermeneutic approach. The work engages, albeit
indirectly, with a wide intellectual genealogy: Ibn
Tawis, who transmits forms of the Hirz;
Suhrawardi and his commentators; and later Iranian
thinkers like Ilah1 Qumsha’1, Kamalt Dowlatabadi,
and Tanavoli (Ibn Tawus, 2016; Ilah1 Qumsha',
2022; Kamali Dowlatabadi, 2017; Pourjawadi,
2013; Tanavoli, 2015). This genealogy
underscores that far from being an isolated artifact,
Imam al-Jawad’s luminous prayer inhabits a vast
tradition of sacred artistry and mystical philosophy.
The analysis uses close textual reading to uncover
how the Hirz integrates theological claims with
aesthetic strategies: the orchestration of divine
names, structural symmetry across short and long
versions of the prayer, subtle numeric coding
aligned with spiritual cosmology, and the
intentional fusion of sensory and supersensory
perception.

Key findings point to three interrelated domains.
First, the Hirz al-Nir demonstrates that Shi‘i
devotional culture possesses an underexplored
aesthetic dimension: prayers and protective
invocations are not merely functional but encode
profound beauty and metaphysical vision. Second,
[lluminationist principles such as graded light,
intuitive perception, and the creative potency of
imagination are embedded in the textual fabric of
the Hirz, though expressed through devotional

4

rather than technical philosophical language. This
shows how major metaphysical ideas diffuse into
popular religious practice and how artistic
imagination sustains spiritual resilience. Third, the
research identifies an intentional numeric and
rhythmic design: from the invocation of light in its
fourfold epithets (ntir, burhan, mubin, munir) to the
heptadic structure resonant with the saba ‘an mina
al-mathani (seven oft-repeated verses) and the
octave implied by the eight angels of the Throne.
Such design situates the prayer within a symbolic
mathematics long treasured by Iranian and Islamic
sages, thereby reinforcing its artistic intentionality
and its philosophical depth (Ibn Tawis, 2016;
Pourjawadi, 2013).

The discussion extends these findings to a larger
theoretical plane. It argues that the Hirz al-Nur
offers a model for reconciling religion and art in the
contemporary imagination. By recovering the lost
aesthetic sophistication of devotional texts, modern
readers can resist both the desacralization that
empties religious forms of artistic vitality and the
fundamentalism that dismisses art as frivolous or
idolatrous. The study shows how intuitive unity can
be lived: a devout person may embody profound
creativity precisely because divine reality itself is
beautiful and illuminative. In comparing Imam al-
Jawad’s artistry with Suhrawardi’s philosophical
illuminationism, the paper illuminates a Persian
intellectual heritage where metaphysical light
grounds ethical and aesthetic transformation. This
contributes to Islamic studies by integrating
spirituality, art theory, and philosophy into one
interpretive horizon and challenges the narrow
dichotomies that have impoverished both theology
and aesthetics.

Finally, the research underscores practical and
scholarly implications. Revitalizing the aesthetic
dimension of Shi‘i prayers and protective texts can
inspire new directions in contemporary Islamic art,
calligraphy, and architecture by drawing on
authentic yet dynamic traditions. It invites
theologians and philosophers to revisit spiritual
creativity as a legitimate epistemic path,
recognizing imagination not as fantasy but as a
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subtle organ of knowledge, echoing Illuminationist
epistemology. By bringing forward neglected
figures and texts, it also enriches interfaith
dialogue: the recognition that a Muslim Imam can
be both saint and artist bridges to Christian and
other mystical-artistic lineages. Ultimately, the
study encourages scholars and seekers alike to
approach religious texts with aesthetic and
contemplative sensitivity, seeing them not as rigid
relics but as living works of art capable of renewing
cultural and spiritual vitality.
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