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Abstract

This study offers a comparative analysis of the philosophical
foundations of education in the Old and New Testaments,
focusing on epistemological and ontological dimensions. It
explores how these two foundational texts of the Jewish and
Christian traditions present distinct yet interconnected
frameworks for human formation. Epistemologically, both
emphasize divine revelation, reason, and lived experience as
primary sources of knowledge; however, the Old Testament
defines truth within covenantal law and obedience, while the
New Testament introduces Jesus Christ as the living Word,
linking knowledge to personal faith and inner
transformation. Ontologically, the Old Testament portrays
God as a sovereign and just creator and humanity as morally
capable yet responsible before divine law, whereas the New
Testament reframes God as creator and redeemer and
humanity as dependent on grace, called to spiritual renewal
and liberating love. These differences shift educational aims
from law-centered identity preservation to love-centered
moral transformation, social service, and global mission. By
highlighting both continuity and discontinuity across the two
traditions, the study provides new perspectives for rethinking
contemporary philosophy of education and inspires the
design of learning systems that integrate moral stability with
personal growth, freedom, and compassionate responsibility.
Keywords: philosophical foundations of education; Old
Testament; New Testament; epistemology; ontology; law-
centered education; love-centered education
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT
The philosophical foundations of education play a

pivotal role in shaping educational goals, curricula,
and pedagogical practices. In the context of
religious traditions, particularly the Judeo-
Christian heritage, these foundations are deeply
intertwined with theology, epistemology, and
ontology. The Old Testament emphasizes
covenantal fidelity and law as the core sources of
wisdom and moral formation, framing education
primarily as transmission of divine commandments
and historical narratives to maintain communal
identity and ethical integrity (Barton, 2020;
Soleimani & Bagheri, 2022). In contrast, the New
Testament introduces a transformative paradigm in
which truth is personified in Jesus Christ, and
educational engagement becomes an existential
and relational encounter aimed at inner change
rather than external compliance (Brown, 2015;
Burger, 2024). This comparative inquiry is
essential to illuminate how conceptions of
knowledge, truth, human nature, and divine
purpose shift between the two testaments and to
explore their implications for contemporary
educational theory (Beheshti, 2024; Mulyatno &
Widodo, 2024). Although many scholars have
examined theological anthropology and the moral
imperatives of both scriptures (Arthur, 2021;
Burns et al., 2023), there remains a gap in
integrating  epistemological and ontological
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dimensions into a coherent comparative model that
can inform modern philosophy of education.
This study employs a comparative philosophical
analysis, focusing on the textual and conceptual
content of the Old and New Testaments while
systematically  engaging  with  interpretive
frameworks in contemporary Islamic and Christian
scholarship. Primary analysis involves extracting
educationally significant themes from canonical
texts such as the Torah, Prophets, Wisdom
Literature, the Gospels, and Pauline epistles
(Johnson, 2017; Maaref & Shayani, 2015). These
themes are examined alongside insights from
classical and modern thinkers who have
approached religious education from both
epistemological and ontological standpoints
(Ahangaran, 2022; Ahmadpour et al., 2022). The
analysis is framed within hermeneutical and
theological-educational methods, attending to
historical context, linguistic nuance, and the
practical function of revealed knowledge. This
dual-layered approach allows for the identification
of continuities—such as the role of divine
revelation and moral reasoning—as well as
significant discontinuities, particularly the New
Testament’s reorientation of truth and human
transformation.
The study finds that both testaments uphold divine
revelation as the principal source of educational

knowledge, but they conceptualize and mediate it
differently. The Old Testament presents revelation
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primarily as codified law and covenantal
instruction meant to secure obedience and social
justice (Barton, 2020; Beheshti, 2024). Wisdom
is portrayed as a divine gift accessible through
disciplined reflection, fear of the Lord, and the
lived experiences of the covenant community
(Ahangaran, 2022). In contrast, the New
Testament personalizes revelation by identifying
Jesus as the Logos, the living truth whose life and
teachings become the ultimate pedagogical
medium  (Brown, 2015; Burger, 2024).
Epistemology thus transitions from a law-text
centered model to a relational and incarnational
one, emphasizing faith as a transformative
cognitive act (Burns et al., 2023). While reason
remains vital in both, its function evolves: in the
Old Testament it organizes and safeguards law; in
the New Testament it tests spirits, discerns divine
will, and supports faith-informed moral action
(Arthur, 2021; Johnson, 2017). Experiential
learning also persists but shifts focus—from
collective historical memory in Israel to personal
conversion and community life in the Church
(Adiyono et al., 2024; Mousavizadeh, 2024).

Ontologically, both texts ground education in a
vision of God as creator, yet their emphases diverge
significantly. The Old Testament accentuates
God’s sovereignty, justice, and sustaining power,
leading to a view of education that cultivates
reverence, obedience, and covenantal loyalty
(Ahangaran, 2022; Soleimani & Bagheri, 2022).
Human beings are seen as created good, capable of
moral action, and responsible for aligning with
divine law despite vulnerability to sin (Azad et al.,
2021). The New Testament, however, reframes
God as both creator and redeemer; divine love and
salvific action become central, redefining
education as participation in a transformative
relationship with God through Christ (Burger,
2024; Burns et al.,, 2023). Humanity is
reinterpreted as fundamentally dependent on grace
due to original sin and thus in need of inner renewal
and new birth. This shifts the educational aim from
mere ethical formation to spiritual regeneration and
empowerment for service and justice (Arthur,

o

2021). Freedom and agency appear in both but
acquire distinct meanings: in the Old Testament
freedom is covenantal and law-anchored, while in
the New Testament it is liberation from sin to love
and serve (Mulyatno & Widodo, 2024;
Rutherford, 2021).

By juxtaposing these findings, the study shows that
the Old Testament offers a robust ethical-legal
framework grounded in divine order and social
responsibility, whereas the New Testament
introduces a relational, grace-centered paradigm
focused on love, transformation, and universal
mission (Baniasadi & Hasanpoor, 2023; Yusupov
et al., 2023). Both approaches contribute enduring
insights: the former underscores the necessity of
stable moral norms and communal identity, the
latter inspires personal renewal and global
inclusivity.  This  synthesis  suggests that
contemporary educational theory can benefit from
integrating law’s formative stability with love’s
transformative dynamism. Moreover,
understanding how epistemology evolves from
codified revelation to incarnational truth can help
educators balance objective knowledge with
subjective, experiential engagement. Likewise, the
ontological transition from a justice-dominated to a
love-dominated divine-human relationship invites
reconsideration of educational goals—from
compliance and preservation toward creativity,
compassion, and holistic flourishing (Beheshti,
2024; Mousavizadeh, 2024).

Overall, this comparative analysis demonstrates
that the Old and New Testaments, despite differing
theological ~emphases, together offer a
comprehensive and deeply humanistic vision for
education. They collectively affirm that knowledge
arises from a synergy of divine revelation, rational
inquiry, and lived experience; that human beings
are moral and spiritual agents with capacity for
growth; and that education must aim at both
personal integrity and social justice. The trajectory
from law to love, from external obedience to
internal transformation, can guide modern
educational philosophy to design systems that
preserve ethical depth while fostering freedom,
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empathy, and creative responsibility. Such an
integrated paradigm is particularly valuable in
pluralistic and global contexts, where sustaining
moral coherence and promoting intercultural
understanding are simultaneous challenges. By
revisiting these ancient texts with philosophical
rigor and educational intentionality, scholars and
practitioners can enrich current debates on the
purpose and methods of forming individuals and
communities capable of ethical resilience,
intellectual vitality, and compassionate action.
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