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Abstract

The bloody event at the Fil Mosque in Mashhad, which occurred in
October 1963—several months after the uprising of June 5 and as a
protest against the repression of the clergy and the continuation of
the Pahlavi regime’s anti-religious policies—constitutes one of the
significant episodes in the history of the Islamic Revolution of Iran,
particularly in the struggles of the people of Mashhad. The present
study, employing a descriptive—analytical method and relying on
official SAVAK documents, provides a detailed examination of this
historical event and analyzes its causes, processes, and
consequences. The findings indicate that the Fil Mosque incident,
along with its strategic outcomes, played a crucial role in the
dynamism and continuity of the Islamic movement. Among its most
important consequences were the prevention of the revolutionary
movement’s decline, the revitalization of the spirit of the June 5
uprising, the unprecedented intensification of the political activities
of the militant clergy, and the strengthening of solidarity among
religious scholars and jurists across Iran and in Najaf. Furthermore,
this event consolidated the position of religion and clerical
leadership within society and heightened the political
consciousness of the people. The Pahlavi regime, which had
previously sought to intimidate the populace through the arrest of
Imam Khomeini, was compelled—after this incident and the
widespread reactions of the clergy and citizens—to yield and
release Hashemi-Nejad, whose execution had been demanded by
the prosecutor, after three months of imprisonment. This event
shattered the regime’s illusory prestige and emboldened the people
to engage in further criticism and protest. Most importantly, the
incident transformed the aim of the movement from calls for reform
to an explicit demand for the overthrow of the monarchical system,
thus paving the way for the eventual victory of the Islamic
Revolution.

Keywords: Islamic Revolution, Fil Mosque, Hashemi-Nejad,
SAVAK documents
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT
The historical event of the F1l Mosque in Mashhad

in October 1963 represents one of the crucial
turning points in the early trajectory of the Islamic
Revolution in Iran. This incident occurred only four
months after the uprising of June 5, 1963, and
stands as an extension of that nationwide
movement in defense of religious freedom,
political justice, and clerical autonomy. The
research adopts a descriptive—analytical approach,
drawing primarily on official documents from
SAVAK (the Shah’s secret police) to reconstruct
the causes, circumstances, and outcomes of this
pivotal episode. Prior to the Fil Mosque tragedy,
the Pahlavi regime had already demonstrated a
deepening hostility toward religious leaders
through policies like the White Revolution and the
enforcement of the “Provincial and District
Councils Law,” which contravened Islamic
principles. The crackdown on Qom’s Feyziyeh
Seminary earlier that year further exacerbated
tensions between the regime and the clerical
community, igniting an atmosphere of rebellion
across religious cities such as Mashhad (Ministry
of Information Center for Historical Documents
Review, 1999). In this climate, the mosque became
a symbolic epicenter for defiance against secular
authoritarianism. The sermons of revolutionary
clerics, particularly those of Hashimi-Nejad—an
outspoken disciple of Imam Khomeini—acted as
catalysts for mobilizing public sentiment. His fiery
denunciations of government corruption, his
insistence on the inseparability of religion and
politics, and his critique of the Pahlavi elite’s
allegiance to foreign interests transformed the
mosque from a site of worship into a locus of
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political awakening. Through detailed archival
examination, the study situates the Fil Mosque
uprising within a larger ideological continuum that
sought to restore Islamic values to Iran’s political
sphere and challenge the legitimacy of monarchical
rule.

The analysis of Mashhad’s political conditions
during 1963 reveals a volatile intersection of
religious activism and political repression. As the
government moved to suppress Ashura processions
and restrict clerical preaching, prominent religious
leaders such as Ayatollah Milani, Ayatollah Qomi,
and Hashimi-Nejad emerged as key figures in
articulating dissent (Davani, 1981; Institute for
Compilation and Publication of Imam
Khomeini's Works, 2007). Despite threats and
surveillance, Hashimi-Nejad’s  speeches in
Tehran’s Marvi Mosque—where he condemned
the Feyziyeh massacre and the anti-Islamic
legislation—ignited widespread outrage
(Fouladzadeh, 1990). These speeches framed the
resistance not merely as a political struggle but as a
sacred duty rooted in Islamic jurisprudence. He
argued that the clergy, empowered by the
Supplement to the Constitution, were legally and
religiously obligated to oppose tyranny and
corruption. The authorities’ response was swift:
Hashimi-Nejad was arrested in the early hours of
June 5, 1963, and imprisoned for forty-five days
under accusations of inciting rebellion. Yet, rather
than silencing him, imprisonment elevated his
stature among the people as a symbol of integrity
and steadfastness. His release in July 1963,
followed by his subsequent arrest only months later
during the Fil Mosque events, illustrated the
regime’s anxiety over clerical influence. This
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sequence of arrests reflected not only state
insecurity but also the failure of coercion to
suppress a growing network of religious
mobilization linking Mashhad to Tehran and Qom.
The Fil Mosque uprising thus became both a
continuation of and a response to the government’s
escalating assault on Iran’s religious conscience.

The second phase of the study reconstructs the
night of the Fil Mosque tragedy through an
extensive review of SAVAK reports and
eyewitness testimonies. The Fil Mosque, a modest
structure in the old quarter of Mashhad, had
previously held little political significance; yet, by
October 1963, it became the site of a dramatic
confrontation between state forces and an
impassioned populace (Rahnama, 2012). Invited
to deliver a three-night series of sermons, Hashimi-
Nejad used the pulpit to deliver blistering critiques
of the government’s illegitimacy, the dependence
of parliament on royal appointments, and the
subjugation of national sovereignty to foreign
powers. Drawing on quotations from Western
intellectuals such as Goethe and Bernard Shaw, he
emphasized Islam’s intellectual superiority and
condemned the state’s Westernization projects as
antithetical to both Iran’s identity and divine law.
His insistence that unveiling and secular reforms
violated the first article of the constitution
provoked particular fury among officials. On the
second night of his sermon, the authorities moved
to arrest him publicly, hoping to humiliate him
before his supporters. However, when agents
entered the mosque to apprehend him, chaos
erupted. Eyewitness accounts describe the moment
when Hashimi-Nejad, refusing to flee, urged his
audience to disperse peacefully. Yet, as police
forcibly removed him from the mosque, the crowd
attacked the patrol car with stones and barricaded
the street with bicycles, resulting in a violent clash
(Habilian Foundation; Ministry of Information
Center for Historical Documents Review, 1998).
The confrontation escalated rapidly, with police
opening fire and several citizens being killed or
wounded. The SAVAK’s internal correspondence
later revealed uncertainty about casualty numbers
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and an attempt to conceal the extent of the violence
(Rouhani). Nevertheless, evidence indicates that at
least two were killed—Mehdi Yousefi and Hossein
Pourkafash—and several others seriously injured.
In later years, the site of the killings became a
symbol of martyrdom, commemorated by local
residents as “The Martyrs of the Fil Mosque”
(Hasheminejad, 1996).

The third analytical dimension of the study focuses
on the extensive aftermath of the mosque event.
The arrest of Hashimi-Nejad and the subsequent
deaths triggered widespread protests and
expressions of solidarity across Iran and in Najaf.
Clerics and scholars issued telegrams condemning
the regime’s brutality, including a particularly
influential one from Ayatollah Abu al-Qasim al-
Khoei, who urged Ayatollah Milani to mobilize
efforts for Hashimi-Nejad’s release (Jalali, 2000).
Similar messages of support arrived from
seminaries in Qom, lIsfahan, and Tabriz, and
numerous mosques declared mourning ceremonies
in defiance of state prohibitions. Civil
organizations—such as the Islamic Philanthropists’
Association and the Society for the Propagation of
Islam—joined merchants, students, and ordinary
citizens in demanding accountability. These
demonstrations not only underscored the national
reach of Mashhad’s tragedy but also reinforced the
idea that the clerical network could mobilize
collective action despite state censorship. As the
regime struggled to contain public outrage, it faced
a paradox: every attempt to suppress religious
dissent only deepened its moral and political
isolation. In the trial that followed, Hashimi-
Nejad’s  articulate  defense—grounded  in
constitutional and religious reasoning—exposed
the contradictions of the Pahlavi state’s claim to
legality. He denied any incitement to violence,
asserting instead that his call for lawful criticism
was consistent with democratic principles publicly
endorsed by the Shah himself. Ultimately, despite
the prosecutor’s demand for the death penalty, the
court sentenced him to two months’
imprisonment—a verdict widely interpreted as a
victory for the revolutionary movement and a sign
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of the regime’s retreat in the face of clerical and
public pressure.

The study also examines the internal
communications within SAVAK following the
incident, which reveal an uncharacteristic
admission  of  fault.  Classified  reports
acknowledged that the crisis had been exacerbated
by the “carelessness and lack of foresight” of the
police forces and by their decision to arrest a
popular preacher during a public sermon. To
mitigate the damage, the regime attempted to
distribute secret compensations to victims’ families
while simultaneously imposing stricter
surveillance on religious gatherings. The
paradoxical combination of appeasement and
repression—relocating police officials, while
appointing harsher successors—illustrates the deep
confusion within the state apparatus. The mosque
event also exposed the fragility of the regime’s
authority in peripheral regions: local officers
underestimated the depth of religious loyalty and
over-relied on coercive measures, which backfired
catastrophically. In the broader perspective of
revolutionary sociology, the Fil Mosque episode
exemplifies how localized acts of resistance can
disrupt the symbolic foundations of an
authoritarian system. Once the illusion of
invincibility is broken, as it was after the shooting
in  Mashhad, the process of political
delegitimization accelerates irreversibly. The
uprising thus served as a moral and emotional
rehearsal for the larger nationwide mobilization
that would culminate in 1979.

The final analytical section of the paper interprets
the Fil Mosque incident as both a catalyst and a
mirror of Iran’s revolutionary transformation. The
event established several precedents that
reverberated throughout the 1960s and 1970s: the
unification of religious leaders in Mashhad and
Tehran, the elevation of clerical authority as the
primary vehicle of political opposition, and the rise
of public awareness about constitutional and
Islamic rights. By linking the local struggle in
Mashhad to the broader narrative of the June 5
uprising, the mosque event preserved the continuity
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of revolutionary memory. It demonstrated that the
revolution was not a spontaneous eruption in 1979
but a cumulative process sustained by recurring
acts of defiance. The people’s willingness to
confront armed forces, defend their preachers, and
honor their martyrs revealed the emergence of a
collective identity that fused faith with political
agency. Moreover, the incident marked a discursive
shift in the revolutionary rhetoric: demands for
reform gave way to explicit calls for regime
change. When clerics such as Hashimi-Nejad
publicly declared that the monarchy itself—not
merely its policies—was the root of injustice, the
ideological foundation for overthrowing the system
was laid. In retrospect, the Fil Mosque stands as
both a shrine of martyrdom and a cradle of
revolution, where the seeds of the Islamic Republic
were first sown through the blood and sermons of
Mashhad’s faithful.

In conclusion, the comprehensive analysis of the
Fi Mosque event underscores its profound
historical and symbolic significance in shaping
Iran’s revolutionary trajectory. It revitalized the
spirit of the June 5 uprising, strengthened the
solidarity between religious scholars and the
populace, and shattered the myth of the Pahlavi
regime’s invincibility. By reinterpreting the
episode through authenticated archival sources and
eyewitness narratives, this study highlights how a
single night of resistance in a modest mosque
transformed into a defining episode of national
awakening. The Fil Mosque incident did not merely
reflect opposition to tyranny—it embodied the
transition from a demand for reform to a
revolutionary call for systemic change.
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