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Abstract

In the past two decades, many researchers have explored the principles of
thought and the educational approach of Imam Musa al-Sadr, focusing on
the consistency between his theoretical views and practical actions. Each
study has produced different educational principles. This research, using a
descriptive-analytical method, combines the results from various
perspectives on the impact of educational principles in Imam Musa al-Sadr's
thought and conduct. To achieve this objective, it draws on educational
findings from various studies conducted over the past two decades regarding
his theoretical and practical biography. The studies used in this research
include dissertations and research projects from universities and different
research centers, as well as numerous Persian sources, such as the Imam
Musa al-Sadr Cultural-Research Institute, the Center for Historical
Document Studies, the Jihad Daneshgahi of the country (SID), the Iranian
Journal Database (Magiran), the Noormags Islamic Sciences Research
Center, the Humanities Studies Database (ensani.ir), and reputable English-
language databases such as Scopus, ISC, and interviews with Imam Musa
al-Sadr's close associates and field observations in Lebanon. This article,
conducted using a descriptive and qualitative content analysis approach,
highlights some of the educational principles reflected in Imam al-Sadr's
speeches and messages, which reveal his thought and conduct. The
educational principles that Imam Musa al-Sadr has narrated as a precise and
solid foundation for understanding his intellectual strategies and the core of
his educational thought and approach include: faith in God and reliance on
His divine wisdom, alignment with human nature’s inclination towards
seeking God and religion, physical education combined with spiritual
education, inherent human dignity, self-awareness, responsibility,
adherence to justice and human rights, peaceful coexistence, social bonds,
and ethical dialogue (emphasizing the social foundation of ethics), national
identity formation, action based on reflection, freedom of thought for the
advancement of individuals and society, dynamism, environmental
purification, and more.

Keywords: Educational principles, thought, conduct, theory and practice.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT
The study explores the educational principles and

approach of Imam Musa al-Sadr, emphasizing the
alignment between his theoretical perspectives and
practical actions. Over the past two decades,
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numerous researchers have examined these
principles, each identifying distinct educational
tenets {Sadr, 2011 #105611}. The research
employs a descriptive-analytical method to
synthesize findings from various studies conducted
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within the last twenty years, focusing on both the
theoretical and practical aspects of Sadr's

biography {Abdoli, 2016 #105601}.

Education is defined through two primary
approaches: the descriptive-experimental and the
idealistic-philosophical. The descriptive approach
seeks a precise and comprehensive definition based
on observable educational practices, avoiding the
inclusion of divergent elements. In contrast, the
idealistic approach defines education based on how
it should be, rather than how it currently is,
reflecting individual visions influenced by personal
beliefs about the world, humanity, knowledge, and
values {Motahari, 1994 #105608}. This study
adopts the descriptive approach to ensure
compatibility with diverse educational schools of
thought.

A nation's education system must align with its
fundamental needs, philosophy, and societal spirit.
In societies grounded in religious principles, the
educational system should be built upon these
foundations. For instance, Iran's fundamental
transformation document for education emphasizes
religious teachings alongside other dimensions.
Literature review indicates that Imam Musa al-
Sadr's educational thought and conduct, which
excellently integrate intellectual and practical
dimensions, have been underexplored despite their
significant impact {Shokoohi Bidehendi, 2014
#105616}.

Imam Musa al-Sadr's Unique Educational
Approach

Imam Musa al-Sadr deviated from the traditional
philosophical paradigms that separate thought and
action. His jurisprudential perspective, which
emphasizes a social and conduct-oriented view of
religion, allowed him to unify intellectual and
practical realms seamlessly. Unlike certain Sufi
traditions that view body and spirit as distinct and
often opposing entities, Sadr advocated for a
harmonious integration of physical and spiritual

education, asserting that neglecting one
undermines the other {Sadr, 2011 #105611}.

The research utilizes a qualitative content analysis
method, examining twelve volumes of "Masireh al-
Imam al-Sadr al-Musayyab™ to extract key
educational ~ components.  Sources include
university dissertations, research projects, Persian
databases like Magiran and Noormags, and
reputable English databases such as Scopus and
ISC. Additionally, interviews with Sadr's close
associates and field observations in Lebanon were
conducted to ensure comprehensive data collection.

The study identifies twenty-one educational
principles advocated by Imam Musa al-Sadr,
including:

1. Faith in God and reliance on His divine
wisdom: Trusting in God's will and His
divine guidance for all aspects of life.

2. Alignment with the natural instinct of
seeking God and desiring religion:
Recognizing the inherent human tendency
to search for truth and spirituality.

3. Education of both the body and the soul:
Fostering a balanced development of
physical and spiritual growth.

4. Self-awareness:  Understanding  and
recognizing one's true self in order to fulfill
personal and collective responsibilities.

5. Responsibility: Being accountable to
oneself, others, and society for actions and
decisions.

6. Preservation and enhancement of
freedom: Protecting individual and
collective freedom while maintaining
justice and dignity.

7. Action based on thoughtful reflection:
Ensuring that all actions are grounded in
careful thought and reasoned reflection.

8. The importance of thought and intellect
for the progress of individuals and
society: Emphasizing intellectual
development as a means for individual
growth and societal advancement.
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

Vo

Intrinsic human dignity: Recognizing and
upholding the inherent dignity of every
human being.

Justice and human rights: Prioritizing
fairness and the protection of human rights
in all dealings and structures.

Peaceful coexistence: Promoting
harmonious relationships among
individuals, communities, and nations.
Social bonds and ethical dialogue:
Fostering social cohesion through ethical
dialogue and mutual understanding.
National identity formation:
Strengthening national identity based on
shared values and history.

Religious and ethnic identity formation:
Respecting and nurturing religious and
ethnic identities as a source of cultural
richness and unity.

Institutional development for
empowering the marginalized:
Establishing organizations and systems
aimed at uplifting  disadvantaged
communities.

Unity and cohesion: Promoting social,
political, and cultural unity to ensure
collective strength and resilience.
Religious unity and its compatibility
with  human nature: Encouraging
interfaith unity that aligns with the inherent
human inclination for cooperation and
peace.

Comprehensive interaction -
participation and coordination:
Fostering a collaborative and participatory
approach to all societal activities, ensuring
a coordinated and collective effort for
common good.

Cultural and moral development of
society: Prioritizing the growth of culture
and ethics as fundamental to the well-being
of society.

Dynamism: Ensuring continuous growth,
progress, and adaptability to changing
circumstances.

21. Environmental purification: Creating a
healthy and pure environment for
individuals and society to thrive.

The research concludes that Imam Musa al-Sadr's
educational principles, rooted in deep religious and
philosophical beliefs, offer a comprehensive
framework for modern education systems. By
eliminating the dichotomy between theory and
practice, his approach ensures that education
nurtures both the intellectual and moral dimensions
of individuals. Sadr's emphasis on human dignity,
justice, and social responsibility provides valuable
insights for addressing contemporary social
challenges, making his educational philosophy
highly relevant and effective in fostering a
harmonious and progressive society
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