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Abstract

Aesthetics, as one of the most significant domains of the philosophy
of education, plays a determining role in the development of various
dimensions of human personality. The present study aims to
examine and comparatively analyze the views of Allameh
Mohammad-Taqi Jafari and John Dewey regarding aesthetics
grounded in moral education. Adopting a qualitative approach and
employing textual analysis of the primary sources related to the
ideas of these two prominent thinkers, the study explores the key
concepts of aesthetics, its relationship with moral education, and the
educational implications of each perspective. The research method
is descriptive-analytical and inferential. The findings reveal that in
Allameh Jafari’s thought, beauty and morality possess an existential
and essential connection; the experience of truth and human
perfection depends on the recognition and understanding of the
beauties of creation and art. Accordingly, aesthetic education serves
as a foundation for deepening knowledge and cultivating moral
virtues in human beings. Conversely, John Dewey, by emphasizing
the aesthetic experience, considers emotional growth and creativity
as factors that enhance moral sensitivity and responsibility, viewing
art as a context for the formation of human and social values.
Despite differences in their ontological and epistemological
foundations, both thinkers emphasize the importance of aesthetic
education and its impact on the moral and personal development of
human beings. The implications of this study suggest that attention
to aesthetic dimensions in education can play a significant role in
moral education, the creation of shared meaning, and the
reinforcement of human values within Iran’s educational system.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT
Aesthetic education occupies a pivotal place within
the philosophy of education, as it contributes to
shaping not only intellectual capabilities but also
moral, emotional, and spiritual dimensions of
human personality. The interplay between beauty,
art, and morality has been the subject of profound
philosophical inquiry across civilizations, and its
role in moral formation has recently regained
attention  within  comparative  philosophical
education. The present study conducts a
comparative analysis between the aesthetic and
moral educational views of Allameh Mohammad-
Taqi Jafari, an Iranian Islamic philosopher, and
John Dewey, a prominent American pragmatist.
Both thinkers approached the aesthetic domain as a
cornerstone for moral growth and human
flourishing, albeit grounded in distinct ontological
and epistemological frameworks. This research
situates aesthetic education within a broader
philosophical discourse that bridges reason,
emotion, and moral sensibility. It emphasizes that
aesthetic perception and moral insight share a
common experiential foundation: the encounter
with beauty serves as a catalyst for ethical
awareness and the cultivation of virtue. The study
draws from historical, philosophical, and
educational traditions to highlight how aesthetic
experience  transcends sensory  enjoyment,
functioning instead as a mode of understanding and
moral awakening. This reflection is especially
relevant today, as moral and aesthetic
impoverishment  caused by  materialism,
technological isolation, and the neglect of spiritual
beauty threaten human meaning and social
cohesion (Kharaghani, 2012; Moradi & Ghasemi,
2024; Rezvani Ahangarkolaei & Ardalan, 2022).
Historically, both ~ Western and Islamic
philosophical traditions have wrestled with the
relationship between aesthetics and morality. From
Plato’s idea of beauty as a reflection of the Good to
Aristotle’s notion of catharsis, the aesthetic
experience was viewed as integral to ethical
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cultivation. Later medieval thinkers such as
Augustine and Aquinas tied beauty to divine
perfection, while modern Western aesthetics—
beginning in the eighteenth century—saw the
emergence of empiricist, idealist, and pragmatist
schools emphasizing individual perception,
creativity, and social function (Hashemian et al.,
2018). Dewey’s Art as Experience (1934) marked
a turning point by proposing that art and aesthetic
experience are not detached from life but
continuous with it. For Dewey, the aesthetic is not
limited to artistic production but encompasses all
meaningful, unified experiences that integrate
emotion and  thought.  This  pragmatic
understanding of art situates it within the lived
realities of democratic societies, encouraging moral
reflection through participatory, experiential
learning (Shayeganfar, 2020). In contrast, the
Iranian-1slamic intellectual tradition views beauty
as a manifestation of divine truth. Philosophers
such as Farabi, Avicenna, and Sheikh Baha’i
explored the metaphysical dimension of beauty, but
it was Allameh Jafari who in the contemporary
period systematically articulated a theology of
beauty grounded in Islamic metaphysics. His book
Beauty and Art from the Perspective of Islam
(1989) responded to the growing secularization of
art and aesthetics by situating beauty within a
framework of existential unity between truth,
goodness, and divine perfection (Kharaghani,
2012; Rajabi & Shamsollahi, 2021). Jafari
interpreted aesthetic experience as a path toward
moral and spiritual purification, arguing that
genuine appreciation of beauty leads the soul closer
to God and to moral refinement (Moradi &
Ghasemi, 2024).

In the comparative dimension, both Jafari and
Dewey converge on viewing aesthetic experience
as transformative and educative, though their
sources of transformation differ. Dewey conceives
beauty as a dynamic interaction between the
individual and the environment, where emotional
engagement and reflective thought coalesce,
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producing heightened awareness of values. In his
view, moral education arises from experience
itsel—Dby living through aesthetic moments that
reveal the continuity between action, emotion, and
consequence (Ghaderi & Naseri, 2020; Karimi &
Nazari, 2022). Dewey’s moral philosophy rejects
absolute metaphysical foundations; instead, it
relies on the cultivation of moral imagination,
democratic dialogue, and empathy. Aesthetic
learning, thus, becomes a medium for developing
the capacity to respond to the complexity of human
experience. Allameh Jafari, conversely, roots
aesthetic and moral education in an ontological
unity between beauty and truth. He posits that
perceiving beauty is an act of cognition that unveils
divine order, and that moral education must align
the human will with this cosmic harmony.
Aesthetic appreciation, for Jafari, is therefore an
epistemic and spiritual act, not merely an emotional
one. He asserts that “when man perceives real
beauty, the gates of knowledge and morality open
to him, and he finds a path to truth and goodness”
(Moradi & Ghasemi, 2024). Both thinkers
ultimately affirm that aesthetic experience awakens
moral sensibility and social responsibility, but
while Dewey’s approach is experiential and
human-centered, Jafari’s is metaphysical and God-
centered—a distinction that reflects their broader
philosophical milieus (Amini & Amini, 2021;
Karimi, 2022).

From a methodological perspective, this study
adopts a qualitative, comparative approach based
on the Brody method of conceptual juxtaposition.
Primary sources—including Jafari’s Beauty and
Art from the Perspective of Islam and Dewey’s Art
as  Experience—were  analyzed alongside
secondary commentaries, dissertations, and peer-
reviewed papers accessed through databases such
as ProQuest, Springer, and ScienceDirect.
Conceptual analysis and interpretive hermeneutics
were used to extract philosophical categories and
pedagogical implications. The findings are
structured  across 15  dimensions, 45
subcomponents, and 180 indicators that
collectively map the relationship between aesthetic
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education and moral cultivation in both
frameworks. Thematic  coding revealed
overlapping elements in four primary areas: (1)
experience-centered learning, (2) spirituality, (3)
creativity, and (4) moral values. Dewey’s schema
emphasizes the continuity between experience,
creativity, and democratic participation, proposing
that art education cultivates critical thinking and
empathy. Jafari’s framework integrates beauty with
transcendence, asserting that true aesthetic
education nurtures the intellect (‘agl), purifies
emotions, and harmonizes human conduct with
divine order. In both perspectives, art is not merely
an object of appreciation but an existential process
that refines sensibility, discipline, and purpose
(Ghelich Khan et al., 2023; Marto et al., 2024;
Nourmohammadi & Ja'fari, 2024; Ritz, 2024;
Wang & Le, 2024).

The comparative analysis further indicates that
aesthetic education serves as a bridge between the
cognitive, emotional, and ethical domains of
learning. In  Deweyan pedagogy, aesthetic
experience is the foundation of “lived ethics,”
promoting moral autonomy through imaginative
engagement with others and the environment
(Campeotto et al., 2023). Art becomes a
democratic instrument that embodies human values
and fosters empathy across differences. Similarly,
Jafari’s pedagogy emphasizes the role of beauty in
awakening conscience and aligning human action
with universal moral law. However, while Dewey’s
aesthetic-moral continuum remains immanent and
humanistic, Jafari’s view extends beyond human
experience to encompass the transcendent
relationship between man and God. Jafari argues
that moral virtue cannot be sustained without
metaphysical grounding, as purely subjective or
situational ethics lack stability. Hence, in Islamic
aesthetic education, beauty acts as a divine sign
(ayah) guiding human consciousness toward
perfection. Both philosophers share an aversion to
the mechanization and depersonalization of
modern education, calling instead for experiential
learning environments that integrate art, emotion,
and reflection. Their ideas suggest that moral
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education must move beyond didactic instruction to
embrace holistic growth, where beauty and ethics
are  co-constitutive  dimensions of human
development (Hashemian et al., 2018; Rajabi &
Shamsollahi, 2021; Rezvani Ahangarkolaei &
Ardalan, 2022).

The implications of this comparative study extend
to contemporary educational policy and curriculum
design, especially within societies grappling with
moral fragmentation and aesthetic indifference. In
Iran, the neglect of aesthetic and artistic education
has led to an imbalance between rational, technical,
and emotional growth among  students.
Incorporating Jafari’s theocentric aesthetics can
restore the moral-spiritual dimension of education,
while Dewey’s pragmatist insights can enhance
experiential learning and democratic participation.
Together, these frameworks offer a hybrid model
of aesthetic-moral education that is both culturally
rooted and globally relevant. Such a model
emphasizes the integration of art across disciplines,
encourages reflection on ethical implications of
creativity, and cultivates virtues such as empathy,
humility, and moral imagination. By uniting the
transcendent orientation of Islamic thought with the
experiential dynamism of pragmatism, education
can be redirected toward human flourishing, social
harmony, and spiritual enlightenment. Ultimately,
aesthetic education is not an ornamental aspect of
learning but the very essence of cultivating humane
and ethical individuals. In the face of technological
acceleration, cultural alienation, and moral
relativism, the fusion of Jafari’s and Dewey’s
philosophies provides a vital foundation for
rehumanizing education, reaffirming the intrinsic
bond between beauty, goodness, and truth.
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