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Abstract

The expectation of deliverance (intizar al-faraj) through the
reappearance of Imam al-Mahdi (may God hasten his advent) is one of
the core beliefs of Muslims. The aim of this study is to explain and
analyze the concept of intizar al-faraj from the perspective of the Shi‘a
Imams and Sunni canonical sources during the second century AH (8th
century CE). The research method employed in this study is
descriptive—analytical. The author divides the traditions of the four
Shi‘a Imams—Imam al-Bagir, Imam al-Sadig, Imam al-Kazim, and
Imam al-Rida (peace be upon them)—concerning the expectation of
deliverance by Imam al-Mahdi (peace be upon him) into three
dimensions: doctrinal, spiritual, and practical-conductual, and then
provides a detailed analysis of each. In this article, the prophetic
traditions and the reports of the Companions from Sunni hadith
compilations of the second century AH regarding intizar al-faraj are
also examined. The doctrinal traditions of the Imams indicate the
necessity of knowing the Imam of the time, faith in his guardianship
(wilayah), and belief in the inevitability of his occultation and
reappearance. The spiritual traditions of the Shi‘a Imams emphasize
piety, virtuous character, patience, hopefulness, anticipation, trust in
God, sincere worship, and readiness in terms of the military and moral
preparedness appropriate to each era for the devotees of the Imam. The
practical and conductual traditions of the infallible Imams address
steadfastness against enemies, strengthening the connection with the
Imam of the time, loyalty and disavowal (fawalla and tabarra),
obedience to the Imams, guarding divine secrets, practicing tagiyyah
(precautionary dissimulation) during the period of occultation,
refraining from tagiyyah in the time of reappearance, and preparing
both individual and social grounds for the emergence of Imam al-
Mahdi. The Sunni traditions about al-Mahdi affirm the certainty of his
reappearance, the virtue of expecting deliverance, and the readiness of
Muslims for the Mahdist uprising. The traditions transmitted by both
sects (al-farigayn) during the second century AH not only played a
crucial role in nurturing the Mahdist spirituality and moral formation of
the faithful but also recommended to Muslims faith in the expectation
of deliverance and preparedness for the reappearance of Imam al-Mahdi
(may God hasten his advent).

Keywords: Expectation of Deliverance, Imam al-Bagir (PBUH), Imam
al-Sadig (PBUH), Imam al-Kazim (peace be upon him), Imam al-Rida
(PBUH), Imam al-Mahdi (PBUH).
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT
The expectation of deliverance (intizar al-faraj)
through the awaited reappearance of Imam al-
Mahdi (may God hasten his advent) is one of the
most profound and unifying doctrines within
Islamic eschatology. This study aims to explore and
analyze the concept of intizar al-faraj from the
perspectives of both Shi‘a and Sunni traditions
during the second century AH, corresponding
roughly to the eighth century CE. The notion of
“expectation” (intizar) literally means “awaiting”
or “patiently looking forward,” while faraj refers to
“relief,” “salvation,” or “deliverance from distress”
(Dehkhoda, 1986). The investigation focuses on
the recorded sayings of four Shi‘a Imams—Imam
al-Bagir, Imam al-Sadig, Imam al-Kazim, and
Imam al-Rida (peace be upon them)—alongside
prophetic reports and narrations from the
Companions  found in Sunni  canonical
compilations. The concept of intizar al-faraj is
examined through three interrelated dimensions:
doctrinal, spiritual-psychological, and practical-
conductual. The doctrinal component deals with
the recognition of the Imam of the time and belief
in the divine appointment of the Imam as the
rightful successor of the Prophet, while the spiritual
dimension emphasizes the moral, emotional, and
devotional attributes required of believers during
the period of occultation. The practical aspect
focuses on conduct and social readiness, which
include loyalty, patience, disavowal of evil, moral
discipline, and safeguarding divine trust through
tagiyyah and obedience to religious authority.
These teachings, deeply embedded in the second-
century intellectual milieu, highlight that waiting

o

dm 5 S S8 53 o3 ol o S (6,108 31 Soky &5
ST 5 JalL L @S 3 ASTE 5 Obledns Ole 5 s
POV g N PRGN JPVPCHS- SN PN PP
2Dl oiw Jal 5 and Obolel Sblsy 53 3 g0 slaejseT
5 A sl 4 Olal s 55 Ol e (ssdge o a A IS

Sty 2 4 3 IS e (sikge & o 13 61 (ST

for deliverance is not a passive state but an active
spiritual journey and moral duty toward
establishing divine justice (Movahedi, 2010).

From the doctrinal standpoint, the narrations of the
Imams underscore the centrality of knowing and
accepting the wilayah (divine authority) of Imam
al-Mahdi as a prerequisite for faith and salvation.
Imam al-Sadiq declared that awaiting deliverance
is “the best form of worship for a believer” (Barqi,
1951), while Imam al-Kazim described it as “the
highest act of devotion after knowing God”
(Harrani, 1983). Imam al-Kazim further
elaborated that true monotheistic recognition
requires one to confess that there is no deity but
God and that nothing is comparable to Him
(Kulayni, 2009). Through this perspective, faith in
the unseen Imam becomes synonymous with
spiritual submission and divine obedience. Imam
al-Rida regarded waiting for deliverance as “a part
of deliverance itself,” thereby transforming intizar
from a future-oriented hope into a present spiritual
state (Safi Golpayegani, 1998). The Imams’
teachings delineate a triadic model of preparedness
for the ga ’im—cognitive conviction in his certain
reappearance, emotional readiness and moral
vigilance, and practical effort to cultivate
conducive individual and collective conditions for
his emergence (Rezvani, 2009). The narrations
emphasize that belief in the Mahdi’s occultation
and eventual appearance is essential for the
perfection of faith. The reward for maintaining this
faith is immense: Imam al-Bagir likened the death
of a believer with firm allegiance to the Imam to
martyrdom itself (Tusi, 1993), while Imam al-
Sadiq equated dying in belief of the Mahdi’s
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reappearance with dying in the company of the
Prophet (Barqi, 1951; Tusi, 1991). The metaphor of
the Imam as the sun hidden behind clouds (Sadouq,
1980) expresses his continued guidance despite
physical absence. This imagery, expanded upon by
scholars such as Subhani, who compared the
Imam’s spiritual influence to the earth’s magnetic
field that directs sensitive hearts toward divine
truth (Subhani), captures the idea that the Imam’s
occultation is both a test and a source of unseen
blessings.

In the spiritual or psychological dimension, the
narrations focus on cultivating inner virtues that
prepare believers for the era of the Mahdi. Imam al-
Baqgir advised the faithful to maintain piety,
obedience, and reliance upon firm conviction
(Nu'mani, 1977). Imam al-Sadiq identified three
core qualities of the Mahdi’s true companions—
expectancy, piety, and noble character (Nu'mani,
1977)—and emphasized that those who believe in
the Imam’s reappearance already partake in
deliverance. He declared that the reward of waiting
surpasses worldly relief, elevating it into a spiritual
discipline that transforms the believer’s soul
(Kulayni, 2009). Through examples from
Qur’anic history, such as Moses encountering
divine revelation while seeking fire in the
wilderness, Imam al-Sadiq conveyed that divine
deliverance often arises unexpectedly (Sadouq,
1980). Imam al-Kazim deepened this view by
teaching that awareness of the Imam’s absence
creates an existential thirst, comparable to the
earth’s longing for rainwater (Tusi, 1991). This
state of idtirar (spiritual desperation) represents the
highest form of waiting—a yearning for divine
justice so intense that it transforms the believer’s
entire being (Ali). Similarly, Imam al-Rida stressed
that patience (sabr) combined with faith in
deliverance is a virtue inherited from the prophets,
and that steadfastness will inevitably be rewarded
with the victory of truth (Sadouq). He advised his
followers to blend worship with sincere love for the
Ahl al-Bayt, as one without the other remains
incomplete (Sadouq). This synthesis of worship
and love, intellect and devotion, gives rise to what
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the study terms the “Mahdist spirituality” of the
second century—a moral and emotional orientation
centered on constant remembrance, gratitude, and
loyalty.

The practical and conductual dimension reveals
how intizar al-faraj functions as a comprehensive
framework for ethical action and communal
resilience. Imam al-Bagqir interpreted the Qur’anic
verse “Be patient, persevere, and remain steadfast”
(Al ‘Imran 3:200) as a command for believers to
uphold obligatory duties, resist enemies, and
strengthen their covenant with the awaited Imam
(Nu'mani, 1977). He warned that haste in seeking
the reappearance leads to ruin, while steadfast
endurance brings salvation. The narrations of Imam
al-Sadiq advocate tagiyyah (prudential
concealment) during the occultation and the
abandonment of tagiyyah during the Mahdi’s
uprising (Kulayni, 2009; Majlisi, 1984). Loyalty
(tawalla) toward the friends of God and disavowal
(tabarra) of His enemies are presented as essential
moral duties for believers. Imam al-Kazim
highlighted the role of faithfulness to the Ahl al-
Bayt, forbidding association with oppressors and
commanding the maintenance of secrecy when
divine matters must remain hidden (Majlisi;
Sadouq, 1980). Similarly, Imam al-Rida
condemned aiding unjust rulers, equating such
cooperation with disbelief (Hurr Amili), and
instructed believers to conceal esoteric truths when
public revelation might cause harm (Himyari). He
further emphasized the importance of praying for
the Imam’s safety and swift appearance, viewing
supplication as both an act of love and participation
in the divine plan (Kourani Amili, 1990; Qasimi
Monfared, 2010). Collectively, these practical
teachings highlight that true expectation requires
disciplined  action—ethical  restraint, social
responsibility, and unwavering loyalty to the divine
cause. The Imams’ insistence on obedience,
secrecy, and moral integrity demonstrates how
intizar al-faraj became a vehicle for preserving the
community’s identity amid political turbulence and
oppression.
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In addition to Shi‘a sources, Sunni hadith literature
from the second century AH contains numerous
narrations affirming the certainty of the Mahdi’s
reappearance and the eventual triumph of justice.
The Prophet Muhammad is reported to have said,
“The world will not end until the Mahdi arises”
(Ibn Abi Shaybah, 1989). Other narrations
describe the signs preceding his advent, such as the
murder of the righteous soul (nafs zakiyyah) and the
appearance of al-Sufyani (Ibn Tawus, 1978).
Several traditions record that Jesus (‘Isa ibn
Maryam) will descend and pray behind the Mahdi,
symbolizing the unity of divine missions and the
universality of his leadership (Marwazi, 1993).
Prominent Sunni historians, including Ibn
Khaldun, acknowledged the widespread consensus
that a descendant of the Prophet from his household
will rise at the end of times to establish justice and
defeat tyranny. The inclusion of these Sunni
traditions in the study highlights that belief in the
Mahdi’s coming transcends sectarian boundaries
and reflects a shared eschatological hope rooted in
early Islamic thought. Both Shi‘a and Sunni
narrations from the second century construct a
framework in which the expectation of deliverance
becomes a unifying moral force inspiring patience,
social harmony, and faith in divine justice. Thus,
the concept of intizar serves not only as a
theological belief but also as an ethical system
guiding human conduct in anticipation of a divinely
ordained future.

In conclusion, this descriptive—analytical study
demonstrates that the doctrine of intizar al-faraj in
both Shi‘a and Sunni sources of the second century
AH embodies a holistic model of faith that
integrates doctrine, emotion, and action. The
Imams presented waiting not as passive endurance
but as an active spiritual and moral process through
which believers refine their souls, strengthen their
communities, and align their will with divine
justice. The narrations emphasize knowing the
Imam, adhering to his wilayah, -cultivating
patience, piety, and hope, and preparing morally
and socially for his return. Meanwhile, Sunni
traditions reaffirm the inevitability of the Mahdi’s
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reappearance and the universal deliverance of
humankind under his leadership. Together, these
teachings illustrate that expectation in Islam is not
mere longing for an eschatological event but an
ongoing transformative path. The message of the
second-century narrations is timeless: to live in a
state of constant spiritual readiness, moral integrity,
and faith-driven anticipation for the triumph of
truth through the promised deliverer.
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