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Abstract

The existence of angels is among the axiomatic beliefs in Islam and
other religions. Since these beings are immaterial and imperceptible
to sensory faculties, our understanding of their inner truths is
minimal and incomplete. Therefore, regarding their existential
characteristics and nature, our knowledge is limited to what the
Creator has introduced to us in the Holy Qur'an. This study aims to
delve deeply into the luminous verses of the Qur'an to clarify the
attributes, characteristics, missions, and duties of angels, as derived
from the verses. The findings reveal that angels are beings who do
not disobey God, do not grow weary of worship, and continuously
glorify and sanctify God. They are servants of God with specific
attributes and are assigned certain tasks and responsibilities by Him.
Another significant finding of this study is the Qur'an's portrayal of
angels as having wings. This expression may be metaphorical or
symbolic, referring, based on established rational principles, to their
immaterial and non-corporeal nature.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

In the vast expanse of creation, alongside the tangible
entities perceivable through human senses, exist
immaterial beings that remain beyond ordinary
perception. Among these beings, angels hold a
significant position in Islamic theology, being part of
the unseen and celestial realms. The belief in angels
is not only a cornerstone of Islamic faith but is also
acknowledged across various divine scriptures,
underscoring their universal significance (Ghorashi).
Despite the extensive references to angels in the
Quran and Hadith, public and scholarly
understanding remains superficial due to their
intangible nature. This study aims to provide a
comprehensive analysis of angels’ existence and their
roles in creation as presented in the Quran,
addressing  key questions  regarding their
identification, functions, and the means by which they
can be perceived.

The term "Malak™ (angel) has been subject to various
interpretations among linguists and theologians.
According to Boroujerdi (1962), the word "Malak" is
derived from "Al-Ilk," meaning mission or prophecy,
indicating that each angel possesses a unique mission
assigned by God (Boroujerdi, 1962). Philosophers
like Mulla Sadra (1981) define angels as pure,
immaterial spirits endowed with intellect and
strategic capabilities, distinct from corporeal entities.
In Islamic philosophical terminology, angels are
considered abstract intellects and celestial souls that
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govern natural elements, execute divine commands,
and maintain cosmic order (Dehkhoda; Mulla). This
study adopts these definitions to explore the
multifaceted nature of angels as presented in the
Qur'anic text (Mulla Sadra, 1981).

Faith in the existence of angels is integral to Islamic
belief, positioned alongside the belief in God,
prophets, and holy scriptures. The Qur'an explicitly
emphasizes belief in angels, highlighting their role in
the divine order and human accountability. For
instance, Surah Al-Bagarah (2:285) states that
believers must affirm faith in God, His angels, His
books, and His messengers, underscoring the
essential nature of angelic belief in the overall
framework of Islamic faith (Sharif Lahiji, 1984). The
presence of angels influences the ethical and spiritual
conduct of believers, reinforcing the connection
between faith and moral actions. This symbiotic
relationship between belief and practice is pivotal for
attaining divine approval and fulfilling one's religious
duties (Makarem Shirazi, 1987).

The Qur'anic exegesis, as interpreted by scholars like
Tayyeb (1999) and Najafi Khomeini (1990), presents
angels as beings of pure light, possessing
extraordinary capabilities that transcend human
understanding. Unlike humans, angels are not subject
to physical limitations and are capable of swift
movement  across  vast cosmic  distances
instantaneously (Najafi Khomeini, 1990; Tayyeb,
1999). Their existence is solely contingent upon
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divine will, operating within the parameters set by
God without any form of disobedience or fatigue
(Seperi, 2004). This study examines various
theological perspectives, including those of mystics
and philosophers, to affirm that angels are immutable,
intelligent entities dedicated to executing divine
commands without deviation (Davarpanah, 1978).
While angels are inherently non-corporeal, the Qur'an
allows for their representation in physical form under
special circumstances, as exemplified in the accounts
of the Prophet Maryam (Mary) and Isa (Jesus). Such
manifestations are considered exceptional and serve
specific divine purposes, ensuring that the true
essence of angels remains beyond ordinary
perception (Misbah Yazdi, 2004). The concept of
"janaf" (wings) in the Qur'an symbolizes the angels'
ability to traverse different realms and execute their
duties efficiently. This metaphorical representation
emphasizes their supernatural nature and their
integral role in maintaining cosmic and earthly order
without being confined by physical laws (Tabatabali,
1995).

Angels in the Qur'an are assigned a myriad of roles
that are essential for the functioning of the universe
and the fulfillment of divine will. These roles include
glorifying God, recording human deeds, delivering
divine revelations to prophets, administering life and
death, and safeguarding individuals from harm.
Specific angels, such as Azrael, are tasked with taking
souls at the time of death, while others like Jibril
(Gabriel) are responsible for conveying God's
messages to His prophets (Majlisi, 1984).
Additionally, angels play a crucial role in supporting
believers during times of hardship and ensuring the
execution of divine justice. The hierarchical structure
of angels, with varying ranks and responsibilities,
underscores their organized and purposeful existence
within the Islamic cosmology.

Angels, as depicted in the Qur'an, are indispensable
elements of the unseen world, embodying attributes
of obedience, intelligence, and unwavering
dedication to divine commands. Their existence
transcends human comprehension, yet their roles are
vividly described through divine revelations and
prophetic traditions. Understanding the nature and
functions of angels enhances the comprehension of
Islamic theology and the intricate mechanisms of
divine governance. This study reaffirms that belief in
angels is not a mere superstition but a rational and
essential component of faith, integral to the believer’s
spiritual and moral framework. Future research could
further explore the comparative aspects of angelology

across different religious traditions to enrich the
understanding of these celestial beings and their
universal significance.
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