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Abstract

This study aimed to examine the effects of media literacy, cultural
capital, and social class on developmental values across three
generations of the Islamic Revolution. The study employed an
applied, descriptive—correlational design, using both documentary
and field methods. The statistical population consisted of Tehran
citizens from three generations, and a sample of 1,200 participants
was selected through a two-stage cluster sampling method. Data
were collected through developmental values and media literacy
questionnaires. Content validity and reliability were assessed, and
data were analyzed using descriptive statistics, multivariate
regression, and analysis of covariance. The findings showed that
media literacy had a significant positive effect on certain
dimensions of developmental values, with stronger effects observed
in younger generations. Cultural capital demonstrated a consistent
and significant impact on developmental values across all
generations, though the intensity varied. Social class had a strong
and direct influence on all developmental value dimensions, with
the greatest effects on economic and political values. Overall,
cultural capital exhibited the strongest predictive power, followed
by media literacy and social class. The results indicate that media
literacy, cultural capital, and social class collectively shape
developmental values, while generational variations influence the
strength of these effects. These insights highlight the importance of
enhancing cultural capital, improving media literacy, and
addressing social inequalities to strengthen developmental values in
society.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT
Introduction

Developmental values—representing a
constellation of beliefs, orientations, and socio-
cultural  dispositions that shape collective
progress—have become a central theme in
contemporary  social research. In rapidly
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transforming  societies, especially  those
experiencing generational, technological, and
economic transitions, identifying the determinants
of developmental values is crucial for designing
sustainable social and economic policies. One of

the most important factors shaping these values is
generational differences. Literature on generational
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studies emphasizes that each generation is
socialized within distinct historical, technological,
and institutional  environments, producing
meaningful differences in attitudes, expectations,
and priorities (Twenge, 2023). Recent scholarship
argues that generational cohorts differ in their
technological adaptability, learning environments,
and communication patterns, which ultimately
shape their value systems and behavioral
trajectories (Choudhary et al., 2024). These
generational distinctions structure how individuals
interpret social change, economic development,
and cultural modernization.

Parallel to generational effects, social class plays a
decisive structural role in shaping developmental
values by influencing access to material resources,
networks, and social opportunities. Research
demonstrates that social class strongly alters
psychological tendencies, behavioral outcomes,
and socioeconomic expectations (Kish-Gephart et
al., 2023). Furthermore, meta-analytic evidence
suggests that social class is associated with patterns
of opportunity, vulnerability, and behavioral
tendencies that guide individuals' social
participation and value formation (Chen et al.,
2024). From a developmental and intergroup
perspective, class-based experiences
systematically shape individuals’ perceptions,
motivations, and expectations about social mobility
and development (Mistry et al., 2021). These
findings highlight that social class does not merely
produce inequality; it also produces distinct
developmental ideologies and value orientations.
Cultural capital is another fundamental factor
influencing how values are generated, sustained,
and transmitted. Cultural capital fosters
individuals’ interpretive capacities and their ability
to engage with social issues and developmental
aspirations. Studies emphasize that cultural capital
shapes access to educational, artistic, and cultural
environments that promote higher-order thinking,
creativity, and engagement with public life (Hale
et al., 2023). In the Iranian context, cultural capital
has been identified as a strong predictor of trust,
civic engagement, and openness to progressive
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values (Karami et al., 2020). Similarly, research
on family and social values suggests that cultural
capital moderates how individuals negotiate
traditional, religious, and modern expectations in
transitional societies (Modiri, 2018). Comparative
studies indicate that variations in cultural capital
influence value diversity, which in turn affects
long-term development outcomes at regional levels
(Beugelsdijk et al., 2017).

Another decisive factor shaping developmental
values in contemporary societies is media literacy.
With the increasing ubiquity of digital media,
individuals are constantly exposed to diverse
political, social, and cultural content. Media
literacy enables individuals to interpret, evaluate,
and contextualize media messages, thereby shaping
their readiness for developmental participation.
Studies highlight that media systems redistribute
cultural capital, influencing cultural tastes, social
awareness, and value orientations (Lamour &
Lorentz, 2021). Research also indicates that media
literacy enhances individuals’ ability to evaluate
information quality, engage with civic issues, and
adopt development-oriented perspectives (Crossan
et al.,, 2021). As digital exposure expands
generationally, younger cohorts acquire value
orientations partially shaped by online information
ecosystems, which further differentiates them from
older generations (Eger et al., 2021). This aligns
with findings on youth values, where younger
generations show stronger preferences for
innovation, autonomy, and modernity (Titko et al.,
2020). In societies experiencing rapid socio-
economic transition, such as Iran, media literacy
has the potential to significantly bridge
generational gaps in social and developmental
values.

Complementing these mechanisms are broader
social, institutional, and religious contexts that
shape the cultural foundations of developmental
values. Research on values in Iranian families and
communities suggests that contemporary value
systems represent a hybrid of traditional, religious,
and modern elements, shaped by both structural
shifts and cultural continuities (Azimi Hashemi et
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al., 2015). Intergenerational research further
supports the idea that value gaps between older and
younger generations reflect nuanced mixtures of
adaptation and continuity rather than simple
dichotomies of tradition versus modernity
(Hosseini Beyouki & Jokar, 2019; Razeghi
Nasrabad & Fallah Nejad, 2018). At the same
time, scholarship on religion and governance
underscores that cultural and religious value
systems remain fundamental to shaping
development attitudes and institutional
participation, particularly in societies with strong
normative and ideological frameworks (Buckley &
Mantilla, 2013). Additionally, macro-level studies
indicate that culture and social values continue to
play a foundational role in human resource
development and national strategies, affirming the
significance of understanding developmental
values within specific socio-historical contexts
(Reza'alizadeh et al., 2025).

Taken together, existing research suggests that
developmental values are multidimensional and
shaped by complex interactions between
generational differences, social class, cultural
capital, and media literacy. Yet few studies have
examined these variables  simultaneously,
particularly — in  multi-generational  contexts
embedded within unique cultural and political
environments. The present study addresses this gap
by analyzing how these three key variables
influence developmental values across three
generations in Tehran.

Methods and Materials

This study employed an applied, descriptive—
correlational design. The statistical population
consisted of Tehran citizens belonging to three
generations. A sample of 1,200 individuals was
selected using a two-stage cluster sampling
procedure. Data were collected using standardized
questionnaires measuring developmental values,
media literacy, cultural capital, and social class.
Content validity was confirmed through expert
evaluation, and reliability coefficients showed
acceptable internal consistency. Data were
analyzed using descriptive statistics, multivariate
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regression analyses, and analysis of covariance
(ANCOVA) through SPSS-26.

Findings

Findings indicated that media literacy had a
significant positive impact on developmental
values, with stronger effects observed in the second
generation compared to the first. In the first
generation, media literacy influenced political and
cultural values but showed no significant
association with economic or social values. In
contrast, in the second generation, media literacy
significantly  predicted all dimensions of
developmental values, including economic, social,
political, cultural, and religious dimensions.
Cultural capital demonstrated a stable and positive
association with developmental values across all
three generations. In the first generation, cultural
capital strongly predicted all value dimensions. In
the second generation, its strongest influence
appeared on social values, while in the third
generation, the overall magnitude of its effect
decreased but remained significant. This pattern
suggests generational variation in the mechanisms
through  which cultural capital influences
developmental orientations.

Social class exerted a strong and significant effect
on all developmental value dimensions. The
highest impact was recorded for economic and
political values, while the smallest effect appeared
in religious values. Analysis of covariance showed
meaningful differences in the mean levels of
developmental values among different social
classes, highlighting the structural influence of
socioeconomic position.

Comparative analysis of the three predictors
revealed that cultural capital had the highest
predictive power, followed by media literacy and
social class. Thus, all three variables meaningfully
influenced value orientation, but their dynamics
and intensities varied across developmental
domains and generational cohorts.

Discussion and Conclusion

The discussion of findings suggests that the effect
of media literacy on developmental values is
closely tied to generational differences in digital
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engagement. Younger generations, having greater
exposure to digital environments, appear more
likely to integrate media-based information into
their developmental outlooks. This reinforces the
idea that digital ecosystems are becoming central to
value formation among newer cohorts.

Cultural capital demonstrated a robust and
consistent association with developmental values
across generations, supporting the view that
cultural competencies—such as knowledge,
interpretive skills, and familiarity with cultural
institutions—remain  essential  for  shaping
developmental attitudes. Nevertheless, the reduced
effect of cultural capital in the third generation
suggests diversification in sources of socialization,
including social media and peer networks, reducing
reliance on traditional cultural capital.

Social class showed powerful structural effects
across all dimensions of developmental values.
This underscores the centrality of socioeconomic
inequalities in shaping individuals’ opportunities,
aspirations, and perceptions of development.
Higher-class groups may have more stable access
to educational, economic, and cultural resources,
generating stronger developmental orientations.
Overall, the findings reveal that developmental
values in contemporary society emerge from the
interplay of individual competencies, socio-
cultural resources, and structural conditions. These
results highlight the importance of integrating
cultural, technological, and socioeconomic
strategies in policy efforts aimed at strengthening
developmental values across generations.

In conclusion, developmental values are shaped by
complex interactions between media literacy,
cultural capital, and social class, and these
relationships vary meaningfully across generations,
underscoring the need for generationally sensitive
and culturally grounded development policies.
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