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Abstract

The concept of shuhrah (fame) holds a distinct position in Imami
jurisprudence and is considered one of the significant topics within the
domain of usil al-figh. Imami jurists have long expressed differing views
regarding the credibility and authoritative force (hujjiyyah) of shuhrah in
deriving Shari‘a rulings. In its technical sense, shuhrah refers to the
accumulation of juristic opinions and fatwas concerning a specific legal
ruling, in such a manner that it does not reach the level of consensus (ijma )
yet enjoys substantial acceptance among jurists. According to Imami
jurisprudential sources, shuhrah is divided into three categories: narrative
(riwa’iyya), practical (‘amaliyya), and fatwa-based (fatwa’iyya), each of
which plays a particular role in the process of derivation (istinbat). Among
these types, fatwa-based shuhrah has received the most attention from
Imami jurists, and the debate concerning its authoritative status has long
remained a central challenge in usi/ al-figh. Some jurists—such as Shaykh
Ansari, Ayatollah al-Khii'1, and a number of later scholars—consider fatwa-
based shuhrah to lack independent authority, and they accept it merely as a
supporting indicator or a tie-breaking preference when legal evidences
conflict. In contrast, another group—including Ayatollah Burfjirdi, Imam
Khomeini, and Bijanurdi—particularly regarding the fatwa-based shuhrah
of early jurists, maintain that it possesses evidentiary force and view it as
revealing the opinion of the infallible Imam or as an indicator of the
existence of an authoritative textual source. This article, adopting a
descriptive-analytical approach and relying on primary jurisprudential and
usult sources, undertakes a comparative examination of the theoretical
foundations of the authority of shuhrah in Imami jurisprudence and
elucidates its impact on the process of deriving Sharta rulings. The findings
indicate that although shuhrah does not possess definitive authoritative
force on its own, it can, alongside other transmitted and rational evidences,
strengthen valid presumption (zann mu ‘tabar) and generate confidence in
the actual legal ruling. Consequently, it can play a determining role in the
processes of ijtihad and jurisprudential derivation.

Keywords: Shuhrah, authoritative force, Imami jurisprudence, usil al-figh,
derivation of Shart ‘a rulings, fatwa-based fame, Imami jurists
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT
The concept of shuhrah (fame) occupies a central

and longstanding position in Imami jurisprudence
as a semi-independent epistemic indicator that has
generated deep debate among jurists regarding its
credibility, evidentiary scope, and functional role in
legal derivation. The literature suggests that
shuhrah—whether narrative, practical, or fatwa-
based—constitutes a form of accumulated
scholarly judgment that falls short of consensus yet
exceeds mere non-opposition, thereby producing a
middle epistemic ground characterized by a strong
presumption rather than definitive proof (Faqihi
Sadr, 2019). Within the theoretical frameworks of
ustl al-figh, the discussions surrounding shuhrah
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illuminate the broader problem of how jurists
negotiate the relationship between certainty,
probability, and legal obligation. While the lexical
meaning of shuhrah reflects notions of visibility
and widespread recognition, its technical meaning
in legal theory refers specifically to a dense
convergence of juristic opinions that may or may
not be grounded in identifiable textual evidence.
The diversity of juristic approaches to shuhrah
reflects divergent epistemological assumptions:
some, such as al-Shahid al-Awwal and al-Sahib al-
Ma‘alim, regard the phenomenon as producing a
form of zann naw 7 (type-based presumption) that

holds interpretive value akin to other probative
indicators (Al-Ansari, 1984); others, such as
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Shaykh al-Ansari and al-Khii'7, reject its probative
force unless it independently engenders personal
conviction in the jurist (Al-Khu'i, 1991). The
present study critically engages these debates by
situating shuhrah within the overarching mechanics
of evidence evaluation, argument consolidation,
and doctrinal stabilization in Imami jurisprudence.
Methodologically, the article adopts a descriptive-
analytical approach grounded in a systematic
reading of primary jurisprudential and ustli
sources, including classical texts of early
authorities and later methodological
reconstructions. Through a comparative lens, the
study examines the varied justificatory frameworks
underpinning the acceptance or rejection of
shuhrah as a source of legal authority. This
approach involves differentiating between shuhrah
riwa iyya—based on frequency of transmitted
reports—shuhrah ‘amaliyya—based on collective
juristic practice—and shuhrah fatwa’iyya—»based
on the widespread issuance of a particular ruling by
jurists over time (Faqihi Sadr, 2019). The analysis
further distinguishes between shuhrah qadimiyya
(early fame) and shuhrah muta’akhkhira (later
fame), showing how temporal proximity to the era
of the Imams affects epistemic credibility
(Burujirdi, 2001). Early jurists’ reliance on
unelaborated transmissions and their tendency to
embed narrations directly into their fatwas is
presented as a basis for treating their shuhrah as a
potential reflection of authentic textual sources
(Imam Khumayni, 1988). Conversely, the
proliferation of independent reasoning methods
among later jurists reduces the likelihood that
shuhrah in later centuries indicates reliable textual
grounding. The methodological apparatus of this
study includes cross-evaluations of juristic claims
regarding hujjiyyah, analyses of munajjiziyya and
mu ‘adhdhiriyya (liability-creating and liability-
excusing functions of evidence), and application of
epistemic norms articulated in foundational works
(Muzaffar, 1996).

The findings of the study illustrate that shuhrah
exerts multifaceted influence on the derivational
process, particularly in areas where foundational
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texts are ambiguous, conflicting, or deficient in
chain reliability. One prominent function of
shuhrah lies in its capacity to compensate for
weaknesses in transmitted reports: when a weak
narration is consistently acted upon by major
jurists, the accumulated practice can “repair” the
deficiency of the report—a process known as
injibar al-sanad  (Al-Ansari, 1984). This
phenomenon is especially salient in domains such
as ritual purity, inheritance distribution, and
commercial transactions, where weak reports often
survive only because juristic practice strengthens
their credibility. A second function emerges in
contexts of conflicting evidence: when two
narrations of comparable strength compete, the one
supported by widespread juristic endorsement
tends to be treated as superior due to the rational
presumption that the community of experts is
unlikely to converge on an error (Imam
Khumayni, 1988). The findings also highlight how
the epistemic environment of early jurisprudence,
where textual access was broader and
methodological divergence was narrower, lends
special weight to shuhrah that originates in the pre-
Hilli era (Burujirdi, 2001). In contrast, shuhrah
among later jurists functions primarily as a
supportive  indicator, lacking  independent
probative authority unless supplemented by
additional evidentiary factors (Al-Khiu'1, 1991).

A sustained theoretical critique presented in the
study centers on the epistemological limits of
treating shuhrah as a proxy for authoritative textual
grounding. Opponents of its probative authority
argue that the absence of explicit scriptural
endorsement of shuhrah—and the general Qur’anic
dismissal of acting upon mere conjecture—renders
any reliance on juristic convergence inherently
problematic. Furthermore, the possibility of
sociological or pedagogical influences shaping
juristic conformity challenges the assumption that
widespread adoption of a ruling reflects proximity
to the infallible sources (Al-Ansari, 1984). Yet,
proponents counter that the cognitive reliability of
expert convergence cannot be overlooked,
especially when such convergence emerges in
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hermeneutical communities closely aligned with
transmitted teachings (Faqihi Sadr, 2019). The
critigue also draws attention to the nuanced
distinction between the epistemic weight of early
and later shuhrah, highlighting that early jurists
often possessed access to textual materials that
have since been lost, thereby making their
convergences more than merely probabilistic
(Bujniirdi, 1999). This distinction underscores the
principle that the historical conditions of
knowledge transmission must inform
contemporary assessments of the evidentiary value
of shuhrah.

In addition to epistemic considerations, the study
explores the practical ramifications of shuhrah for
the coherence, stability, and continuity of the
juristic system. One of the major insights is that
shuhrah functions as a harmonizing force that
stabilizes doctrinal positions across generations,
thereby enabling consistent legal practice even in
areas where definitive proof is lacking (Faqihi
Sadr, 2019). This stabilizing role is particularly
evident in legal institutions such as inheritance
laws and commercial norms, where reliance on
shuhrah has historically produced enduring legal
expectations. The study further notes that modern
applications of jurisprudence—especially in fields
such as bioethics and public governance—continue
to rely on shuhrah as a heuristic tool when
confronting unprecedented issues. In such cases,
shuhrah provides jurists with an anchor for
decision-making when textual and analogical
pathways are insufficient. Moreover, because
juristic convergence often guides judicial and
administrative interpretation in contemporary
Islamic legal systems, the practical influence of
shuhrah extends beyond theoretical jurisprudence
into applied legal frameworks (Al-Khu'i, 1991).
Thus, even those jurists who theoretically deny the
probative authority of shuhrah frequently engage it
in practice as a mechanism for producing legal
continuity and institutional reliability.

In conclusion, the study demonstrates that while
shuhrah cannot be classified as an independent
legal proof within the hierarchy of Imami
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jurisprudence, it performs a significant auxiliary
function by enhancing evidentiary confidence,
mediating between conflicting sources, and
reinforcing doctrinal stability. Its authority is best
understood as conditional, context-dependent, and
embedded within the rational practices of the
juristic community rather than derived from
explicit scriptural designation. The nuanced
position that emerges avoids both over-reliance on
shuhrah as a substitute for textual evidence and
outright rejection of its practical value, thereby
offering a balanced foundation for its continued
role in contemporary legal reasoning.
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